
 
Friday 05 November 2021 
 
Important Dates 
Year 11 Rehearsal Examinations – Monday 8th-19th 

November 2021 
Primary Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 10th 
November 2021 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 9th December 
2021 
End of Autumn term – Friday 10th December 2021 
Start of Spring term – Tuesday 4th January 2022 
 

Faith in Our School 

In the Secondary Years, we began a new series of 

assemblies looking at the ‘People Jesus Met’ during his 

life and ministry. Mr Thompson started this new series 

by reminding students about the core virtues, but 

moving and posing the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’. He 

explained that Jesus never travelled far from his home, 

he didn’t have children, a formal education and he lived 

in a small country at the very edge of the Roman 

Empire… and yet, his life has transformed the world 

and all of history is divided in two by his birth.  

Mr Thompson introduced us to an encounter with Levi, 

a tax collector. Tax collectors were hated and viewed 

as traitors and unclean. 

Jesus, however, invited 

Levi to follow him and then 

eats with him in his home. 

Mr Thompson showed us 

that Jesus didn’t come for 

the rich, famous, good or 

worthy, but for the sinner, 

the hated, the broken as 

well.  

Attendance Rewards 

We all know how 

important attendance in school is and how much the 

last few years have been impacted by Covid 19. 

To help all learners catch up on missed time we are 

focusing our attention on improving everyone’s 

attendance from last year by 2%. 

This is approximately 4 extra days in school. 

Every child in school, both primary and secondary, has 

an attendance target based on last year’s figures (with 

Covid related absence and school closures taken out 

of the equation) This will be tracked by form tutors 

and will lead to half termly reward events for those on 

track to achieve their target. 

Weekly form class rewards are also given out to the 

class in each phase that has the best attendance for 

the previous week.  We hope that will bring an 

element of competition to improving attendance. 

Last week 10 Cuthbertson/Daniels won the secondary 

award for the weeks best attendance stopping 7 Grays 

three week winning streak. Well done! Primary phases 

will be launching this in their assemblies next week. 

To help us can I remind parents to make medical 

appointments (where possible) outside of school time, 

encourage your son or daughter to come in when 

feeling just a little bit under the weather and not take 

holidays during term time. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Your Child’s attendance target will be given to them 

by their form tutor, if you have any questions please 

do not hesitate to ask. 

Drum and Guitar lessons 

Totally RAD Schools will be providing fun, engaging 

music tuition lessons at school. Totally RAD offer a full 

range of music lessons including Guitar and Drums 

and more, taught on-site during lesson times by 

professional musicians at competitive prices.  

For more information and to sign up now, click the 

link here: 

https://totallyradschools.wufoo.com/forms/qnbuwjs0

dk3h6a/ We will be aiming to get lessons up and 

running in the coming weeks.  

If you have any questions or need help booking your 

music lessons please contact us directly at 

sales@totallyradmusic.co.uk  

You’re awesome, we’re RAD!  

 

https://totallyradschools.wufoo.com/forms/qnbuwjs0dk3h6a/
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Spooky Star Writing 
 
This week we are celebrating the success of our Year 
11 student Charlotte Miller, who last Friday was 
announced as the winner of this year’s Sunderland’s 
Spooky Stories Competition run by Sunderland BID 
Team and Sunderland Libraries. 
 
Entrants were tasked with writing a spooky story of no 
more than 500 words. Sharon Appleby, Chief 
Executive of Sunderland BID, said, “the spookier the 
entry the better.  We are looking forward to meeting 
zombies, vampires, ghosts and ghouls and to read 
edgy plots with sinister twists that have the judges on 
the edge of their seats,” she said. 
 
The competition was judged by authors Anne Twine 
and Maisie Raine, alongside David Turton, Dr Sarah 
Dobbs and Wayne Madden from Sunderland’s New 
Enterprise Studios 
 
The competition had three categories – 5-9-year-olds, 
10-13year olds and 14–18-year-olds, the latter of 
which Charlotte’s story was announced as the winner.   
 
Charlotte was awarded her prizes at a special awards 
presentation at The Point in Sunderland following this 
year’s Halloween parade.  As a category winner 
Charlotte’s story was read aloud by a professional 
actor and she also received a gift voucher from 
Waterstones Sunderland and a box of Halloween 
treats from top city baker, The Sweet Petite.  
Charlotte also received a copy of judge Maisie Raine’s 
new book. 
 
Charlotte’s winning entry is published below for you 
to enjoy. Be warned – if is not for the faint-hearted! 
 
 
 

Child’s Play by Charlotte Miller 
 
Empty people have dull dreams.  
 
But nightmares? Empty people have the most 
intricate nightmares.  
 
So carefully woven with delicate, pallid hands that pull 
strings like puppeteers.  
 
They feel as if… even when running maniacally you 
end up in the same place, little by little by merely 
falling asleep your mind becomes plagued by 
deceptive honesty.  
 

Empty people have their nightmares seep into reality, 
percolating like smothering smoke that smothers their 
insides in filthy black ash.  
 
There’s truth in nightmares, something your conscious 
self won’t accept.   
 
When hyaline creatures start to envelop the mortal 
world how long can you really hold up?  
 
There are many spirits turned cold and faceless by the 
cruelties of humanity’s own gnarled hand, they’re 
trapped and they’re sinister, waiting for those empty 
people to break.   
 
Spirits like that…they’re lost in a different way than 
you’d think.  
 
Then again, empty people are lost in the same way.  
 
Minds muddled with fickle fancies, the drip drip drip 
of numbed demoralisation matching the thrum thrum 
thrum of the heart. It’s easier to pretend than to 
accept. For when the nightmares come…  
 
It’s time to play the game again.  
 
You’ll play, won’t you?  
 
Of course you will.  
 
You simply hide in your cupboard, listening to the 
dragging steps of something crawling up the stairs, 
their hands scraping into the banisters whilst their 
face drags along the floorboards. The shards of wood 
snag in their grimace, eyes no longer able to open as 
they’re gouged from the fragments. Then you hear 
the shadows whisper in their deceiving purrs.  
 
They’re coming, they’re coming, they’re coming.  
 
Then the clambering becomes more desperate. This 
game is child’s play - for them.  
 
They scrape and claw at the walls with hands so 
mangled and mauled they look more like tendrils. 
Then you hear the scratches become deeper, 
agonising sounds meant to slowly descend you into 
madness. It’s like falling down a rabbit hole. That’s the 
point of the game, isn’t it?  
 
They scrabble over the floor with their marred legs 
slithering behind them, you can hear the 
derangement in their delirious crawling, elbows bent 
the wrong way as they drag themselves with laboured 
breath down an entwining corridor.  
 



It’s getting closer and closer and closer, now they’re at 
the door. They relentlessly bang on it, screeching like 
banshees.  
 
“Make it stop, make it stop,” you choke.  
 
Then their etiolated fingers claw through the wood of 
the door, twisted neck flitting around the room. 
They’re looking for you with the eyes they don’t have.  
 
The wood of the door rakes at their back, tearing the 
lacerated cloth hanging off their emaciated figure. 
They’re almost in, hauling the rest of their body 
through the door’s wound, disregarding the deep 
seething slashes disordering their serpentine skeleton.   
 
The wind shrieks, “It’s going to get you!”  
 
It always shrieks when you’re about to lose the game.  
 
You always lose.  
 
Oh.  
 
What do you mean you don’t know the game? But 
that’s how I killed you isn’t it? 
 
 
I am sure you will agree Charlotte’s story was a very 
worthy winner.  We look forward to reading more in 
the future. 
 
 
Road Safety – Northumbria Police 
The Road Safety Team have asked all schools to share 
with parents a warning around the illegal use of 
‘private e- scooters’ on public roads and pavements.  
 
They are becoming more popular and children are 
riding them around our local area.  They are illegal 
and only the e-scooters that are approved by the 
Department of Transport are permitted within 
limited zones in Sunderland as we are part of 
Government Trial to decide if they will be made legal- 
even then the riders must be over 18 years old and 
hold a full or provisional driving licence.  
 
The police wish for parents /carers to be aware as 
they know some children may have them on their 
Christmas lists – the police wish to warn parents in 
advance not to buy them as they will be seized.  
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Family Support 
We understand that 
from time to time our 
parents and carers 
could do with some 
help and support.  We 
are aware that some 
students may struggle 
with communication, 
routines, or have been 
diagnosed with ASD, 
ADHD and other 
neuro-diverse 
conditions facing 
challenges at school 
and at home.  We are 

also aware that the pathway to diagnosis can feel long 
and families may be in need of some extra support, or 
just a listening ear and a cuppa.  Tickbox could be for 
you! It is a parent/carers group offered by Impact 
North East – our school counselling service.   Please 
see details below for the venue and times.   



Year 7 Hadrian’s Wall Trip 
Last week Year 7 received a letter about a History trip 
to Hadrian’s Wall. The trip will take place on Friday 
12th November. Reply slips from the letter need to be 
returned as soon as possible and payment is to be 
taken via parent pay.  
 
Secondary Homework – Clarification for Parents 
Students in the Secondary Years will record their 
homework in their planner. This is an important task 
which will develop skills of self-regulation and 
organisation. Students must record their home with 
the detail required to complete the task later.  
 
The online platform for homework continues to 
Microsoft Teams. You can find a user guide for Teams 
by clicking here. 
 
CO-CURRICULAR AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
This week saw the start of our co-curricular provision 
which began fantastically! We have had a brilliant turn 
out at many clubs with art, sport and coding proving to 
be popular choices.  
 
If a student requires PE kit for their activity they should 
bring this with them and get changed before the 
session. For the younger years staff will be on hand to 
ensure support is given where necessary and will 
support their movement to their club.  
 
All clubs will finish at 4pm. Students will be picked up 
from different gates depending upon their year group.  

• KS1 & KS2 (Primary years) – Gate A 

• KS3 & KS4 (Secondary years) – Gate B 

• ALL Sports Clubs will have a separate pick up point 

of Gate C.  

All clubs are committed to for a half term. Payment for 

additional clubs will open soon on Parent Pay. This is a 

set amount which will not change even if your child 

misses a week. 

Sign up for next half term will run from Monday 18th 

October to Monday 25th October. This will allow clubs 

to commence on Tuesday 2nd November.  

If you have signed up already and confirmed your 

place this half term, your space for next half term in 

that same club is safe – you do not need to sign up 

again. Sign up will include only those clubs with 

spaces. Spaces will be given on a first come, first 

served basis.  

After Christmas activities will change and sign up will 

be for everyone.  

Next half term will also see the opening of our EYFS co-

curricular provision (subject to staffing and facilities). 

Parents of a reception student will receive a letter 

regarding their options around Monday 18th October.  

Homework club and Reading club are open every night 

to support pupils. This ensures all year groups have 

access to co-curricular provision each evening.  

Homework club and Reading club are free for pupils 

who have a sibling attending another club that evening 

or are invited to attend by staff.  

If you have any issues with payment for any additional 
clubs, please get in touch and we will see how we may 
support you. 
 

The cost of a pupil meal is 
£11.50 per week, payable 
in advance. Please regularly 

check your child’s Parent Pay account to ensure there 
is an available credit balance.  
 
As we are a cashless college, Parent Pay is used for all 
monetary transactions including milk, trips, book 
purchases, charity donations etc. If you have not 
activated your child’s Parent Pay account, please 
contact the office for your activation letter and log in 
details.   
 
Reminder - Student meals are payable in advance! 
Parents are reminded that school meals are payable in 
advance.  Students must not present to the dining hall 
with no credit available on their Parent Pay accounts.  
If parents are aware that their child has no credit, then 
a packed lunch must be provided until the account is 
topped up. 
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic. If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

https://www.christscollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/MS-Teams-User-Guide.pdf
https://www.christscollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/MS-Teams-User-Guide.pdf


• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than 
£16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit 
run-on - paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying 
for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if 
you apply on or after 1 
April 2018 your household 
income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and 
not including any benefits 
you get) 

• Children who get paid 
these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent 
or guardian, can also get 

free school meals. 
 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to:  
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to  
assist.  
 

 
 
Pre loved Uniform 
If you have any good condition school uniform at home 
that your child has grown out of please can you bring it 
into school we are especially short of senior uniform. 
 

Bromcom Student Portal: Years 7-11.  
We have invested in a new management information 
system called Bromcom.  Students can login to the 
Bromcom student portal and will be able to view their 
positive and negative behaviour logs, homework set by 
the teacher, attendance record, timetable, important 
news and much more!                  

Students in Years 7-11 have been issued their personal 
registration details.  Students can access the Student 
Portal through any device.  
 
Bromcom Parent Portal YR-Y11 
We will soon be rolling out the Parental version, My 
Child At School.  This will allow parents and carers to 
also view positive and negative behaviour logs, 
homework set by the teacher, attendance records, 
timetables etc, so that home and school can work more 
closely together.  
Our investment in Bromcom now means we will no 
longer be using Teachers2Parents and Show My 
Homework.  
Signposts for Parents and Carers 
Pastoral Support: Mental Health & Wellbeing – Christ's 
College (christscollege.org.uk) 
 
Please see our website section for parents and carers 
for a wide range of charities and support available.  
There is also a section for students.   
 
Working with Impact North East 
We have now developed our in-school counselling 
provision by commissioning services from Impact 
North East.   
 
You will receive an email with more detail and a 
consent request for your child.  This is so they can 
access the drop-in sessions if the need arises.  If you 
would like to know more about the service or 1:1 
counselling please speak to Miss Crockatt.   
 
Working with Together for Children – Early Help 
We now have an Early Help worker attached to our 
school.  For more information about Early Help please 
visit the Together for Children Sunderland website  
Early Help | Together for Children 
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