
 
Friday 8 October 2021 
 
Important Dates 

• Tuesday 19th October, 2-3pm - Primary Harvest 
Festival Parents Welcome. 

• Wednesday 20th October, non-uniform fund 
raiser for Winston’s Wish and non-fiction library 
books (pastoral & mental health focus) 

 
Faith in our School 
This week in assemblies we 
were dealing with the 
virtue of self-control. Mr 
Thompson led assembly 
for the Secondary Years 
and helped to unpack 
what self-control looked 
like. Sometimes we struggle 
with controlling what we say 
or do, but having control of our actions is an important 
virtue. We shouldn’t always say everything we would 
like to say and sometimes we have to stop ourselves 
doing all the things we would like to do.  
 
Mr Thompson used the example of David from the Old 
Testament. David was being pursued by King Saul who 
wanted to kill him. One night David had his chance to 
kill Saul, but he showed self control and let him live. He 
knew he shouldn’t do the thing he most wanted to! 
 
Christ’s College Harvest Appeal  
DONATIONS KINDLY REQUESTED! 
 

    
Harvest time is nearly upon us, and it is traditionally a 

time when we give thanks to God for providing us with 

enough food in time for the colder winter months. In 

Britain, harvest festivals and thanksgiving services have 

been celebrated for centuries and this year, Christ’s 

College is once again supporting Emmaus North East, a 

local charity who carry out vital work to assist those 

formerly homeless to find a long term home.   

 

 We had great success last year, when our Senior 

students donated lots of items for our Reverse Advent 

Calendar, and this year, we are launching a whole-

school harvest appeal. We are seeking donations for 

Lucie’s Pantry, a social supermarket operated by 

Emmaus North East who provide food and other 

essentials to vulnerable families and those who 

struggle to afford their weekly food shop. Please 

donate what you can from the list below: every item 

will make a difference. Thank you.  

Tinned meat 
and fish 

Cereals Jams and 
marmalades 

Tea and coffee Pasta sauces Pasta (spaghetti) 
and rice 

Tinned 
vegetables 

Tinned baked 
beans 

Tinned fruit 

Tinned 
puddings 

Sweets and 
chocolate 

Crisps 

Toilet rolls Shampoo Conditioner 

Body sprays Baby formula Baby food 

 

Morrison’s ‘It’s Good to Grow Campaign’ 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Morrisons have launched ‘It’s Good To Grow,’ 
campaign in all of its stores and they will donate 
gardening equipment to schoolchildren across the UK.  

The scheme will see customers gain one ‘It’s Good to 
Grow’ token in their My Morrisons account via the app 
and website for every £10 spent in store or online, 
which can then be donated to any school to redeem 
equipment such as gardening tools, composting bins 
and seeds to get growing. 

We at Christ’s have just started a gardening club and 
this is a great way for us to receive free equipment. If 
you shop at Morrisons please sign up. 

Duke of Edinburgh (Y9 and above)  
In the coming weeks, the Duke of Edinburgh 
programme will launch with Y9 and above.                             
If you are interested in trying something new and 
learning a new skill this will be the place to be.  
Keep an eye out for the upcoming assembly and parent 
information evening!  
 
CO-CURRICULAR AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
This week saw the start of our co-curricular provision 
which began fantastically! We have had a brilliant turn 
out at many clubs with art, sport and coding proving to 
be popular choices.  
 
If a student requires PE kit for their activity they should 
bring this with them and get changed before the 
session. For the younger years staff will be on hand to 
ensure support is given where necessary and will 
support their movement to their club.  
 
All clubs will finish at 4pm. Students will be picked up 
from different gates depending upon their year group.  

• KS1 & KS2 (Primary years) – Gate A 

• KS3 & KS4 (Secondary years) – Gate B 

• ALL Sports Clubs will have a separate pick up point 

of Gate C.  

All clubs are committed to for a half term. Payment for 

additional clubs will open soon on Parent Pay. This is a 

set amount which will not change even if your child 

misses a week. 

Sign up for next half term will run from Monday 18th 

October to Monday 25th October. This will allow clubs 

to commence on Tuesday 2nd November.  

If you have signed up already and confirmed your 

place this half term, your space for next half term in 

that same club is safe – you do not need to sign up 

again. Sign up will include only those clubs with 

spaces. Spaces will be given on a first come, first 

served basis.  

After Christmas activities will change and sign up will 

be for everyone.  

Next half term will also see the opening of our EYFS co-

curricular provision (subject to staffing and facilities). 

Parents of a reception student will receive a letter 

regarding their options around Monday 18th October.  

Homework club and Reading club are open every night 

to support pupils. This ensures all year groups have 

access to co-curricular provision each evening.  

Homework club and Reading club are free for pupils 

who have a sibling attending another club that evening 

or are invited to attend by staff.  

If you have any issues with payment for any additional 
clubs, please get in touch and we will see how we may 
support you. 
 

The cost of a pupil meal is 
£11.50 per week, payable 
in advance.  Please 

regularly check your child’s Parent Pay account to 
ensure there is an available credit balance.  
 
As we are a cashless college, Parent Pay is used for all 
monetary transactions including milk, trips, book 
purchases, charity donations etc. If you have not 
activated your child’s Parent Pay account, please 
contact the office for your activation letter and log in 
details.   
 
Reminder - Student meals are payable in advance! 
Parents are reminded that school meals are payable in 
advance.  Students must not present to the dining hall 
with no credit available on their Parent Pay accounts.  
If parents are aware that their child has no credit, then 
a packed lunch must be provided until the account is 
topped up. 
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic. If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/money/morrisons-new-dirty-burger-pizza-24901719
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• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed 
element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit 
(provided you’re not also 
entitled to Working Tax 
Credit and have an annual 
gross income of no more 
than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit 
run-on - paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying 
for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if 
you apply on or after 1 
April 2018 your household 
income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and 

not including any benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to:  
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to  
assist.  
 

Pre loved Uniform 
If you have any good condition school uniform at home 
that your child has grown out of please can you bring it 
into school we are especially short of senior uniform. 
 

Bromcom Student Portal: Years 7-11. 
We have invested in a new management information 
system called Bromcom.  Students can login to the 
Bromcom student portal and will be able to view their 
positive and negative behaviour logs, homework set by 

the teacher, attendance record, timetable, important 
news and much more!                  
Students in Years 7-11 have been issued their personal 
registration details.  Students can access the Student 
Portal through any device.  
 
Bromcom Parent Portal YR-Y11 
We will soon be rolling out the Parental version, My 
Child At School.  This will allow parents and carers to 
also view positive and negative behaviour logs, 
homework set by the teacher, attendance records, 
timetables etc, so that home and school can work more 
closely together.  
Our investment in Bromcom now means we will no 
longer be using Teachers2Parents and Show My 
Homework.  
 
Signposts for Parents and Carers 
Pastoral Support: Mental Health & Wellbeing – Christ's 
College (christscollege.org.uk) 
 
Please see our website section for parents and carers 
for a wide range of charities and support available.  
There is also a section for students.   
 
Working with Impact North East 
We have now developed our in-school counselling 
provision by commissioning services from Impact 
North East.   
 
You will receive an email with more detail and a 
consent request for your child.  This is so they can 
access the drop-in sessions if the need arises.  If you 
would like to know more about the service or 1:1 
counselling please speak to Miss Crockatt.   
 
Working with Together for Children – Early Help 
We now have an Early Help worker attached to our 
school.  For more information about Early Help please 
visit the Together for Children Sunderland website  
Early Help | Together for Children 
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