
 
Friday 14th May 2021 
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
28 May 2021 NSPCC Number Day 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students.  
 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
Masks in school 
Face masks will no longer be required in secondary 
school classrooms in England after 17 May, the 
government has confirmed. If students would prefer 
to wear their masks they can do so.  
 
Face coverings have been recommended since the 
return to school in March - but the requirement for 
pupils to wear them will end as part of the phasing out 
of lockdown measures. Students do not need to wear 
a mask in classrooms or communal areas.  We still 
request that parents coming onto site do wear their 
masks and maintain social distancing.  
 
As we enter the next phase of Covid-19 Testing Year 
7-11 
Students must continue to test on a Wednesday and 
Sunday.  Results should be reported as usual to the NHS 
(see page 15 of guide), and to the school via our online 
form: https://bit.ly/3l3GguC. 
 
If your child tests positive, please remember to call the 
school office as soon as possible.  Please leave a 
voicemail if this is outside of office hours.  This is a very 
important part of the track and trace process. 
 
Faith in our School 
This week our secondary assembly focussed on the 
famous incident when Jesus ‘overturned the Temple’ in 

anger at how the Temple courts in ancient Jerusalem 
were being abused by the corrupt and selfish. Jesus 
points out that the Temple courts should have been a 
place of reverence and community. Students were 
challenged about their own anger. We talked about 
whether our anger was looking inwards or looking 
outwards – do we get as frustrated by injustice and 
hunger in the world as we do when our phone battery 
runs out? Students were challenged to look outwardly 
and consider others before themselves.  
 
Primary morning arrival times 
Your children (Y1-6) are now fully in the routine of 
coming into school independently and are doing this 
well and responsibly. Please can we remind you that 
primary children should not be arriving at school 
before 8.20am each morning. This is so that the 
majority of secondary students will be on site already, 
and the congestion at the main gate wouldn’t happen. 
This way your children wouldn’t have to line up along 
the drive waiting for secondary students to enter the 
building, but could take themselves straight up the 
drive and into the school building. 
 
Scooters 

Please be reminded that if children 
scoot to school, they are to pick them 
up and walk into school once they’re 
through the gates. The same would 
apply at home time. This will help keep 
everyone safe. 

 
DR.EAM Big Virtual Conference 
The DR.EAM Big Conference is a free event aimed at 
Year 10-11 students who are considering a career in 
healthcare, specifically: medicine, dentistry and 
nursing.   
 
The day will consist of inspiring talks and panels made 
up of medical students, doctors, dental students, 
dentists, nurses and nursing students.  The talks will 
introduce students to different careers and what a day 
in the life of different healthcare professionals' entails. 
They will also provide opportunities for students to ask 
questions they have throughout the day.   
 
Date: Saturday 15th May 2021  
Time: 10.00 am to 2.30 pm  
 
The event will be hugely beneficial if you are 
considering studying medicine, dentistry, nursing or 
any healthcare related career at University.  
 

https://bit.ly/3l3GguC


Please apply before Wednesday 12th May 2021 
using the following link: 
https://bham.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/dream-big-2021-
application   
 
Pre loved Uniform 
If you have any good condition school uniform at home 
that your child has grown out of please can you bring it 
into school. 
 
Number Day 2021 
On Friday 28th May (last day of this half term) we will 

be holding a Number Day for the charity NSPCC.  We 

are encouraging students to come to school wearing 

something with a number on.  Year 11 students are 

welcome to wear their leavers hoodies on this day as 

they have 21 on the back!  Students can design their 

own t shirts with numbers on, wear football shirts 

with numbers or even a badge.  We are asking for £1 

donation for the charity.  There will also be number 

cakes for sale on the day and some activities during 

lessons / break times.  Let’s see how much money we 

can raise. Thank you  

 

 

 

Year 6 Summer School 

All Parents of Year 6 will be aware of the amazing 

opportunity to attended our fully funded summer 

school.  Trips to Lindisfarne, Durham Cathedral, the 

Glass centre and the beach are already planned 

alongside team building, sports, crafting and much, 

much more. 

This transition project for year 6 into year 7 is open to 

all our year 6 pupils and those coming from other 

primary schools. 

Parents are reminded they must have their request 

for a place letter returned by no later than Thursday 

20th May. 

Mr Bennett 

 

Lost property-Year 6 

There has been a rise in incidents of children losing 

items. Please ensure that all items of uniform, 

including coats, are labelled with names. There have 

been two coats left in the porch since September, 

with no names and no children are claiming them as 

theirs. Please speak to Ms Ng or Ms Moat if you 

believe these to be yours. 

 

Reading at home 

Thank you to all the parents who support pupils to 

read at home.  Pupils are making good progress using 

the accelerated reader books. Please do listen to your 

child read their books, as this as a significant impact 

on their progress.  

 

Primary Football Team 

 

First and foremost, after all the cancellations and 

disappointments over the past year, it was great just to 

be outside and taking part in something. 

Secondly, those of you who have followed the fortunes 

of the primary football over the years will know, 

despite unbounding enthusiasm, the team have 

experienced mixed fortunes.  To be in the final stages 

of the Julie Ann Thompson Trophy, has been long-

deserved success. 

The evening took the format of a four team round 

robin.  Our opening game was against tournament 

favourites, Broadway Juniors.  The match was 

extremely tight, ending in a 1-2 reverse; both goals, 

perhaps, conceded unfairly.  However, Will Howe’s 

effort, in my humble opinion dear reader, was goal of 

the entire competition.  Winning the ball in his own 

half, the team captain used his speed and strength to 

glide past three defenders then tuck the ball away with 

a well-taken shot on the edge of the box. 
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Admittedly, the wind had been taken out of our sails 

and the players toiled their way to a 1-1 draw with Mill 

Hill.  Several good efforts from our front trio of 

Cunningham-Boyd, Howe and Worthington would not 

find their way into the back of the net and the old 

saying, “Just not our night,” came to mind.  This was 

highlighted in the dying seconds, when Howe burst 

down the left-wing, crossed a low ball, which 

Worthington’s toe missed by an inch.  Just think, 

Gascgoine, 1996. 

Our final game against St Mary’s ended in another 1-2 

reverse.  Our goal coming from the endless work-rate 

of Ben Worthington.  The boys gave their utmost in the 

remaining game despite knowing victory was beyond 

them. 

Afterwards, the team observed the presentation with 

great respect and attitude.  Martin Richards, SPSFA 

representative, publicly acknowledging the display of 

Howe, Worthington and, with special reference to his 

Y5 age, Cunningham-Boyd. 

Mixed fortunes in the past but tonight we’re third best 

in the city.  Went the day well? Positively. 

 

Homelessness Campaign 

Thank you so much to everyone who has already very 

generously bought items for the Homelessness 

Campaign. We have one more week for a final push so 

please consider buying one, some or all of the items on 

the list below if you are shopping this weekend. 

Donating these items could really make a massive 

difference to the support networks who give out 

comfort packs to homeless people. Items must be 

new.  

1 Socks 

2 Gloves 

3 Water Bottle 

4 Bandages 

5 Wet Wipes 

6 Toothbrush and Toothpaste 

7 Sunscreen 

8 Energy Bars 

9 Nail Clippers 

10 Food/Drink Vouchers 

Thank you 

Miss Surtees 

 
Reminder - Student meals are payable in advance! 
Parents are reminded that school meals are payable in 
advance.  Students must not present to the dining hall 
with no credit available on their Parent Pay accounts.  
If parents are aware that their child has no credit, then 
a packed lunch must be provided until the account is 
topped up. 
 

The cost of a pupil meal is 
£11 per week, payable in 
advance.  Please regularly 

check your child’s Parent Pay account to ensure there 
is an available credit balance.  
 
As we are a cashless college, Parent Pay is used for all 
monetary transactions including milk, trips, book 
purchases, charity donations etc.  If you have not 
activated your child’s Parent Pay account, please 
contact the office for your activation letter and log in 
details.   
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 



• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to:  
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to  
assist.  
 
Valuables 
Please can we remind all students, parents and carers 
that valuables and sentimental items should not be 
brought into the College. We’re conscious that loss or 
damage can cause distress and upset.  
 
Unnamed School Uniform 

Please can you ensure that every item of your child’s 

uniform is named. Names in clothes and bags means 

that lost items can be looked for and returned to 

rightful owners. 

 
Home Test Kits for household and childcare bubbles 
You can order kits to test your household, childcare 
bubble or support bubble if at least one member: 
 

• is a school, nursery or college pupil 

• works in a school, nursery or college (this 
includes temporary workers or volunteers) 

• works in an occupation related to a school, 
nursery or college 

 
A test kit contains 7 tests. You can order one test kit per 
household each day. 
 
A flat share or house share counts as a household. 
 
Please go to this website for more information and to 
order: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-
lateral-flow-tests 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

