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This Special Educational Needs Information Report should be read in conjunction with the SEND 
Policy which can also be found on the Christ’s College website within ‘Policies’. 
 
Inclusive Practice  
 
At Christ’s College we believe in a whole school approach to the teaching of students with SEND. 
Every teacher is a teacher of students with SEND. We believe that all young people are entitled to an 
appropriate education, one that is appropriate to their needs, promotes high standards and the 
fulfilment of potential. All teachers are responsible for every child in their care, including those with 
special educational needs. 
 
Quality-first teaching and additional interventions are determined through annual dialogue across 
the school, and contribute to our management of provision. Provision maps help us regularly to 
review and record what we offer each child or young person in our care and what we offer 
additionally.  Data is collected on a half termly basis for any intervention the student is 
receiving. Progress dialogues are opened and the impact of interventions analysed. 
Discussions serve to embed our high expectations among staff about quality-first teaching and the 
application of a differentiated and personalised approach to teaching and learning. We make it a 
point to discuss aspirations with all our learners. 
 
Categories of Special Educational Needs 
 
Children and young people’s SEND are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need, 
all of which are supported at Christ’s College: 
 

1. Communication and Interaction [For example, but not limited to - Autistic Spectrum 
Condition (ASC), Speech, Language and Communication Difficulty] 
 

2. Cognition and Learning [For example, Moderate and Specific Learning Difficulties] 
 

3. Social, Emotional and Mental health [For example, ADHD, Attachment Disorder] 
 

4. Sensory and/or Physical needs [For example, Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy] 
 
As of March 2021, we have a total of 103 young people receiving some form of SEND Support.  6 of 
these students have an Education, Health and Care Plan. We offer support to a variety of needs 
including, but not limited to, ASD, physical disabilities, dyspraxia, dyslexia, visual impairments as well 
as hearing impairments. We have internal processes for monitoring quality of provision and 
assessment of need. These include termly meetings to focus on specific outcomes for pupils, which 
are tracked and monitored through support plans. These are effectively assessed, as is all SEND 
provision through regular: 
 

• analysis of data 
• observations of students and staff 
• meetings with interested parties, including careers advisors as required or requested 

 
This enables us to ensure the highest quality provision for students. 
 
Children and young people with SEND are enabled to engage in activities available with children and 
young people in the school who do not have SEND. This is an essential part of what we do and this is 
managed on a case by case basis. 
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Identification and Assessment of SEND 
 
Transition: Many of the students arriving at Christ’s College are previously identified as SEND at 
KS1/KS2. Because we are a through school and our SENDCo works across all Key stages including 
Early Years Foundation Stage. The SENDCo meets with year 6 teachers 3 times per year to discuss 
particular needs and year 6 transition. If children are going to transition to our KS3 from an 
alternative Primary the SENCO will liaise with the Teaching staff, SEND staff and meet the students 
prior to their transition. This takes place multiple times throughout the academic year. The SENDCO 
is involved in the annual review meetings for those anticipated to be transitioning to Christ’s College 
from Primary schools outside our setting. 
 
Data: During Year 6, students take part in various assessments to ensure that data is collected prior 
to the start Year 7. These tests include: Reading; Spelling; CAT. Additional baseline data may be 
collected during Year 6 Induction Week if necessary. In addition, student data is monitored 
throughout the year via progress data. Teacher feedback is valuable and therefore any referrals 
made to the SEND department by teaching staff is investigated using: 
 

• Cross-curricula teacher feedback (this could be academic issues or social/communication 
issues) 

• Academic progress 
• Reading and Spelling ages 

 
Parent Voice: Parents concerned about their child potentially having a Special Educational Need or 
Disability are encouraged to contact the SENDCO. During this discussion, parents can outline what 
key areas they feel as though their child is struggling with. This may be an issue that could be 
resolved through communication with teaching staff and implemented in the classroom via Quality 
First Teaching. If further investigation is needed, this is explored in the following sequence:  
 

1. Cross-curricula teacher feedback from student teachers. This is to examine whether the 
concern is across all subjects or in a specific area 

2. Academic progress 
3. Progress from in class interventions. This is to ensure that the student has accessed all 

school-based intervention prior to support that is ‘additional to and different from’ (SEND 
CoP, 2015) that normally available to students of the same age. 

 
If there is a significant concern across the curriculum that cannot be supported through Quality First 
Teaching or in class interventions, then the student will be placed on the SEND register if the parent 
supports this. The level of support for a student is monitored on a case by case basis. 
 
The Graduated Approach: Continued Assessment of Barriers to Learning 
SEND support arises from a four-part cycle known as ‘The Graduated Approach’. This approach 
ensures that all earlier actions are revisited, refined and revised. The four stages of the cycle are: 
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 Assess:  Assess the needs of students who 

have been identified as SEND 
 Plan: Meet with interested parties to create 

an outcomes based support plan 
 Do: Make necessary provision as outlined in 

the support plan 
 Review: Evaluate progress – either removing 

students from SEND register or beginning the 
process again 

 
The Graduated Approach starts at a whole school level. Where a child is identified as SEND, the cycle 
becomes more personalised thus leading to a greater understanding of the barriers and gaps in a 
student’s learning. Having consulted with children, young people and their parents, all additional 
provision (internal or external) is based on an agreed outcomes approach. 
These outcomes are assessed 3 times per year where parents have the choice as to whether they 
would like to support assessing and updating outcomes via meeting, over the telephone or by letter.  
 
Staff expertise and training 
 

We are committed to developing the ongoing expertise of our staff. All teachers in Christ’s College 
recognised their responsibility for SEND children within their class. All staff have access to SEND 
support plans and EHCPs for all children they teach and support. 

Regular training is provided for all teaching and support staff; 

Liaison and training provided by Specialist Teachers as required (Specialist Assessor, Teachers of the 
Deaf, Qualified Teacher of the Visually Impaired and Autism Outreach Team, Behaviour Support 
Team) 

Termly SEND updates for primary and secondary staff 

Medical training as required, e.g. EpiPen Training 

Training for specific needs is offered as required e.g. Emotional Literacy Support Assistant Training 

 
Staff deployment:  
Additional support for learning available to students with SEND including SEMH 
 
Considerable thought, planning and preparation goes into utilising our support staff to ensure 
children achieve the best outcomes, gain independence and are prepared for adulthood from the 
earliest possible age. 
 
Support staff are deployed to work 1:1, in small groups and to assist classroom teachers. They have a 
wealth of knowledge and experience and are confident to deliver a variety of interventions 
 
We provide support for emotional and social development through specialist groups and through 
Emotional Logic. This includes, where needed, extra pastoral support arrangements for listening to 
the views of children and young people with SEND and measures to prevent bullying. 

Assess

Plan

Do

Review
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In addition, we recognise that students with SEND may need support to improve their emotional, 
mental and social development. This provision has included, but is not limited to: 
 

• Communication Club 
• Social stories 
• Key Workers 
• Use of Boxall profile (Pastoral Team) 
• Access to support before school and at social times 
• Peer mentoring 
• Access to Learning Mentors 
• CAMHS pilot scheme on adolescent mental health 

 
Facilities 
 
We are in the privileged position to say our Primary building was purpose built and our building was 
created with the needs of all student in mind.  Our Secondary building is Grindon Hall and adaptions 
have been made to facilitate all. 
 
Some of the facilities we have include: 
 

• Lift access on each floor in the Primary building; 
• Evacuation chairs and trained staff. 

 
To ensure our facilities are secured for students with physical disabilities we have an on-going 
commitment to continue working to make our building accessible to all. 
 
Access to the curriculum 
 
We recognise that all students have unique talents and want to ensure these are unlocked within 
both our curricular and extra-curricular provision. To increase participation in the curriculum, this 
will sometimes mean that adaptations are made to ensure the highest level of provision. These 
include, but are not limited to, the following types of provision: 
 

• Auxiliary aids 
• Visual aids [Coloured textbooks/overlays, enlarged equipment and targeted resources] 
• Access to Level 1 qualifications – KS4 
• Additional Literacy lessons – KS3 
• The Lexia program  
• Power up 
• Beat Dyslexia 
• Clicker 8 
• 1:1 support  
• Mental Health Awareness week 

 
We encourage students with SEND to participate in extra-curricular activities. Student who require 
additional provision are supported by the SEND team on a case-by-case basis. This provision has 
included, but is not limited to: 
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• Homework club 
• Differentiated curriculum in P.E. on a case by case basis 

 
Admissions 
 
We are in a unique position as we are an although school from EYFS to KS4. Students with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan are welcome in to school via a consultation with the Local 
Authority. The SENDCo will attend all transition meetings for those children who want to access our 
school in Year 7 from other Primary schools so we can best support the student.  
 
In some cases, this process does not occur in Year 6, such as when a student moves into area. In-year 
admissions are carried out in liaison with the Local Authority. 
 
Students with an SEND who do not possess an Education, Health and Care plan are supported in the 
same way as students who hold one to ensure that the needs of the student are met.  
 
Consulting with children, young people and their parents 
 

Christ’s College aims to work in partnership with parents/carers in the assessment and support of 
students with special educational needs and or disability. We believe that the only way a child 
identified as having a Special Educational Need will achieve their full potential is with 
parents/carers alongside the school. The SEND Code of Practice (2015), describes how this effective 
participation will lead to a ‘better fit between families’ needs and the services provided’. Christ’s 
College 

• works effectively with other agencies and the Local Authority supporting students and their 
parents/carers;  

• gives parent/carers opportunities to play an active and valued role in their child’s 
education;  

• believes it is vital that parents/carers feel able to express their views;  
• encourages parents to inform the Academy of any difficulties they perceive their child may 

be having or other needs their child may have which need addressing;  
• focuses on the student’s strengths as well as areas of additional need;  
• allows parents/carers opportunities to discuss ways in which they and the Academy can 

help their child. We can provide advice, work together and create individualised packages 
of support for your child; 

• involves parents/carers in the support plan process including creating targets and 
monitoring progress against these targets;  

 
Involving parents and learners in the dialogue is central to our approach and we do this through: 
 

Action/Event Who’s involved Frequency 

Early Invite to view timetable SEND staff, parents and pupils 
whom require early information 
about timetables. 

Annually. 
 

Parents Evening As Above Annually for each year 
group 

Reviewing support plans SENDD students/ parents/ staff/ 
agencies 

Termly 
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Coffee morning/Drop in sessions Parents At least annually but 
usually termly 

Allocation of a ‘Key Worker’ for 
each student identified as SEND 

SEND Department/SEND Students/ 
Parents 

Contact every 6 weeks 
via telephone or e-mail 

Induction/ Option Evenings SENDCO  Annually for Rec to Yr1, 
Yr2 to Yr3, Yr6 to Yr7 
Yr9 to Yr10 

Attendance to Year 6 coffee 
mornings, reviews and additional 
visits in the classroom 

SENDCO/  Pastoral team/ students/ 
parents for our parents plus 
Primary feeder schools 

Throughout academic 
Year 

 
 
Transfer between phases of education and preparing for adulthood 
 
We recognise that SEND students may require additional support when transferring between 
different phases of their education. These include the following situations: 
 

• Transition from KS2 to KS3: The SENDCo’s will meet 3 times per year to discuss SEND and 
Vulnerable students. In addition to our Year 6 transition week, further transition days are 
provided for students identified as SEND and/or Vulnerable prior to the rest of the Year 6 into 
7 cohorts. The SENDCO is involved in the Annual Review meetings for those anticipated to be 
transitioning to Christ’s College from Autumn Term Year 6 for pupils who will be arriving in 
Yr7 from an alternative Primary School. 

 
• Graduation from KS3 to KS4: Student needs are taken into account by the pastoral and 

academic team when addressing their ability to access the graduation criteria. Students who 
are not on track to graduate are given additional booklets by their teachers to complete. The 
SEND support team are available on a case-by-case basis to help students with completing 
these booklets and graduating into Year 9. All SEND students within Year 9 will receive a 
careers appointment to ensure that future aspirations are being addressed from this stage in 
their education. 

 
• Enrolment from KS4 to KS5 We don’t offer KS5 education at Christ’s College but we 

understand the need for good transition for all our students especially those with SEND 
moving to an alternative educational setting, Post-16 provision. Within this, we encourage 
the student to voice their preferred aspirations and consult with both careers guidance and 
the Sixth Form Admissions team. All SEND Support Plans are maintained within the school. 
Where a student has an Education, Health and Care Plan, annual reviews will be passed on to 
appropriate settings. 

 
• Careers guidance: As part of a student’s Education, Health and Care Plan, careers guidance is 

available from Year 9 as standard. Christs College also provides careers guidance to SEND 
Support students on a case by case basis from Year 9 to 11. 
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Adapted curriculum (including SEMH needs) 
 
We recognise that all students have unique talents and want to ensure these are unlocked within 
both our curricular and extra-curricular provision. This will sometime mean that adaptations are 
made to ensure the highest level of provision. These include the following types of provision: 

• Auxiliary aids 
• Visual aids [Coloured text books/overlays, enlarged equipment and targeted resources] 
• Access to Level 1 qualifications – KS4 
• Additional Literacy lessons – KS3 
• The Lexia program 
• Power Up 
• Clicker 8 
• 1:1 support  
• Mental Health Awareness week 

 
We encourage students with SEND to participate in extra-curricular activities. Student who require 
additional provision are supported by the SEND team on a case-by-case basis. This provision has 
included, but is not limited to: 

• Homework club 
 
Finance 
 
Our notional SEND Budget this year was allocated within the following areas of spend: 
 

• Support staff 
• Commissioning of external services 
• Additional teaching resources 
• Training for teaching staff and support staff 
• Smaller class sizes 
• Additional Literacy Lessons 

 
A full list of our external partners can be found in our contribution to the Local Offer. Extending our 
school approach, we review the outcomes of the student enabling us to hold our partners and 
ourselves to account. 
 
Support Services 
 
The Local Offer Sunderland provides information for children and young people with special 
educational needs (SEND) and their parents or carers in a single place. It shows families what they 
can expect from a range of local support services including education, health and social care. The 
Local Offer website provides contact numbers for the various different support services. The link to 
this website can be found here. 
 
If a parent is wishing to pursue mediation, then the current person acting on behalf of the Local 
Authority as SEND Officer for Christ’s College is Mr Duncan Woods. To contact the local Authority 
SEND department, the following options are available: 
 

• Call: 0191 520 5555 
• E-mail: https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk 

 

https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/services/send-local-offer
tel:01915205555
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/
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Governing body 
 
Our SEND Governor is Mr Duncan Woods.  The SENDCo meets on a regular basis with the SEND 
Governor to ensure that students receive the highest levels of provision.  The Governing body works 
with the SENDCo; guided dually by Health and Social Services, Local Authority Support services and 
Voluntary organisations in meeting the needs of students [and families] with SEND. 
 
Complaints 
 
Our complaints procedure is as follows: 

1. Initial discussion with Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator, Mrs. Julie Corrigan 
2. Escalation to formal complaints procedure, located here. 
3. Escalation to Local Authority 

 
Further development 
 
Our strategic plans for developing and enhancing SEND provision in our school next year centre 
around three primary goals: 
 

• The further embedding of quality-first teaching 
• The development of staff skills through training 

 
 
Relevant school policies  
The following policies located on the Academy website are to be read in conjunction with this SEND 
Information Report: 

• SEND policy 
• Anti-Bullying policy 

• Medical needs policy 
• Accessibility Plan 

 
 
Legislative Acts taken into account when compiling this report include: 
 

• Children & Families Act (2014) 
• Equality Act (2010) 
• Mental Capacity Act (2005) 

https://www.esf-web.org.uk/site_assets/files/ESF%20Complaints%20Policy.pdf
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