Friday 23rd April 2021
Important Dates
Some dates may need to change given the situation
with Coronavirus
WC 26th April: Phone call parent/teacher meetings with
Primary parents and carers/
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge.
Year 1 Doxford Family Experience Afternoon

Home Test Kits for household and childcare bubbles
You can order kits to test your household, childcare
bubble or support bubble if at least one member:
•
•
•

is a school, nursery or college pupil
works in a school, nursery or college (this
includes temporary workers or volunteers)
works in an occupation related to a school,
nursery or college

A test kit contains 7 tests. You can order one test kit per
household each day.

17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week.
A flat share or house share counts as a household.
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin.
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day.

Please go to this website for more information and to
order: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapidlateral-flow-tests

7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day.
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students.
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform. All
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from
September 2021.

Scooters
Please be reminded that if children
scoot to school, they are to pick them up
and walk into school once they’re
through the gates. The same would
apply at home time. This will help keep everyone safe.

9 July 2021: End of academic year.
Year 1
Parents of Year 1 children: as of Monday we would like
your children to line up along the main driveway with
the other primary students and you can say goodbye at
the gate. They have done so well and we believe that
they are now independent enough to do this.

Covid-19 Testing Year 7-11
Students must continue to test on a Wednesday and
Sunday. Results should be reported as usual to the NHS
(see page 15 of guide), and to the school via our online
form: https://bit.ly/3l3GguC.
If your child tests positive, please remember to call the
school office as soon as possible. Please leave a
voicemail if this is outside of office hours. This is a very
important part of the track and trace process.

Valuables
Please can we remind all students, parents and carers
that valuables and sentimental items should not be
brought into the College. We’re conscious that loss or
damage can cause distress and upset.
Student meals
The cost of a pupil meal is
£11 per week, payable in
advance. Please regularly
check your child’s Parent Pay account to ensure there
is an available credit balance.
As we are a cashless college, Parent Pay is used for all
monetary transactions including milk, trips, book
purchases, charity donations etc. If you have not
activated your child’s Parent Pay account, please
contact the office for your activation letter and log in
details.

Eligibility for Free School Meals
Some
families’
financial
circumstances
may
have
changed due to the economic
effects of the pandemic. If that is
the case, your son or daughter may have become
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the
vouchers referred to above.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you
receive any of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income of no more than £16,190)
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April
2018 your household income must be less than
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any
benefits you get)
• Children who get paid these benefits directly,
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also
get free school meals.
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive
any of these benefits and your child is both:
• Younger than the compulsory age for starting
school
• In full-time education

Poppy Appeal
The Royal British Legion have thanked everyone at
Christ’s College who contributed to their 2020 Poppy
Appeal. Our very generous staff and students raised an
amazing £162.10 to help the Legion continue their vital
welfare and benevolent work.
Year 4K Italian Taster Day
The children in Year 4 have been completing a holiday
brochure in English as part of their non – fiction topic.
Their holiday brochure will feature an Italian holiday
destination. Before writing about the Italian food
available to tourists, we had a tasting day. We tried a
range of Italian flavours and created a word bank of
adjectives and similes to describe the food. The
mozzarella was a hit!

Year 1 History
This week, Year 1 pupils have been for a guided walk
around the school grounds looking for architectural
features, from the days when the Doxford family lived
at Grindon Hall. We found the garage, stables, the edge
of the lake and the wall for the stone lions at the
entrance. Next week, we are looking forward to our
‘Doxford Family Experience Afternoon’ when we will
live for the afternoon as a servant/ Doxford family
member.

To apply for free school meals, or to find out more
information, go to:
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals
If you require any help with applying, please contact
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk.
You should hear whether your application has been
successful within 10 working days. If you have not
heard, then please contact the College at
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to
assist.

The horses were kept here in the stables.

Primary Football
Fantastic news on the football front. The SPSFA have
organised four tournaments for the Y6 football teams.
The events, which will be for boys and girls, will be held
at Farringdon Sports College, over May and June. More
details will follow soon.

Bikeability
Children in Year 6 are being offered the opportunity to
take part in the Bikeability course. The children that are
taking part in the week starting the 26th April have
been sent a letter home asking for consent. Each child
with need a bike in good repair (See letter for details)
and a helmet.
You’re Not Alone
Attached is a PDF with information regarding You’re
Not Alone an online wellbeing resource formed in
Sunderland as part of the Young People’s Project at
Washington Mind. This uses photography to help cope
with adverse feelings such as loneliness.
Faith in our school
This week we have been considering the rule of law
and the role of the Police. God supports the law as a
way to allow people to live well together.
The Apostle Paul gave guidance to the early Christians
in Romans 7:12, encouraging them to obey the rules.
Let governing every person be subject to the
authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been instituted by God.
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God,
an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not
only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of
conscience.

Pupils were encouraged not to break the law,
however small – shoplifting, taking things from their
siblings, drinking alcohol or taking drugs. As it can
then become a habit and small crimes can escalate
into bigger one.

