
 
Friday 26 March 2021 
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Summer term 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students.  
 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
Covid-19 Testing Year 7-11 
Students have been issued with an additional two 
Covid-19 self-test kits this week.  Students must 
continue to test on a Wednesday and Sunday.  Results 
should be reported as usual to the NHS (see page 15 of 
guide), and to the school via our online form: 
https://bit.ly/3l3GguC. 
 
If your child tests positive, please remember to call the 
school office as soon as possible.  Please leave a 
voicemail if this is outside of office hours.  This is a very 
important part of the track and trace process. 
 
Home Test Kits for household and childcare bubbles 
You can order kits to test your household, childcare 
bubble or support bubble if at least one member: 
 

• is a school, nursery or college pupil 

• works in a school, nursery or college (this 
includes temporary workers or volunteers) 

• works in an occupation related to a school, 
nursery or college 

 
A test kit contains 7 tests. You can order one test kit per 
household each day. 

 
A flat share or house share counts as a household. 
 
Please go to this website for more information and to 
order: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-
lateral-flow-tests 
 
Carnegie Award Shadowing 
The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are the 
UK’s oldest and best-loved children’s book awards, 
recognising outstanding reading experiences created 
through writing and illustration in books for children 
and young people.   
 
In school a group of keen readers will be shadowing the 
awards process, reading and judging the shortlisted 
books to see if they can predict this year’s winner. 
 
The shortlisted books for this year are:  

 
 
Over the next few weeks we will be reading and 
reviewing the selection and spotlighting one book each 
week.  If you are looking to boost your child’s reading 
skills, these are all excellent choices of newly published 
fiction.    

 
A huge thank you to all of our families 
who supported Comic Relief by 
purchasing Red Noses and cakes.  We are 
delighted to be able to share that the 

total amount raised was a massive £874.68.   
Well done everyone! 
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 Scooters 
Please be reminded that if children 
scoot to school, they are to pick them up 
and walk into school once they’re 
through the gates. The same would 

apply at home time. This will help keep everyone safe. 
 
 
Student meals 

The cost of a pupil meal is 
£11 per week, payable in 
advance.  Please regularly 

check your child’s Parent Pay account to ensure there 
is an available credit balance.  
 
As we are a cashless college, Parent Pay is used for all 
monetary transactions including milk, trips, book 
purchases, charity donations etc.  If you have not 
activated your child’s Parent Pay account, please 
contact the office for your activation letter and log in 
details.   
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to:  
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 
assist.   
 
Faith in our school 
This week we focussed on the history of the census and 
the responsibility of completing the census. 

 
 
Mark Pike CEO ESF, prepared an Easter message for 

pupils. “Easter - A New Hope” 

here https://youtu.be/dB6WRIU_7U4 

We are immensely grateful to all our parents who have 

supported their children to make the transition back 

into school.  We have all been through a turbulent year, 

we feel upheld and empowered by God’s strength, and 

incredibly humbled by the reminder of His sovereignty 

in a world of turbulence and change. We have found 

this poem, circulated on Social Media, to be helpful in 

summarising the approach we have chosen to take 

with our students: 

Don’t tell me I’m behind. 

Don’t tell me I’ll be held back for ever.  

Don’t tell me I need longer at school. 

Don’t tell me I’m lost.  

 

Tell me I can do it.  

Tell me you’ll help me. 

Tell me you believe in me. 

Tell me we’ll do it together.  
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 It is our prayer that the message of hope will be 

encourage you and your family.  Not just the hope of a 

return to normality, as lockdown restrictions continue 

to ease, but life-changing, eternal hope that can be 

found in our risen Lord and Saviour.  

We look forward to welcoming our pupils back into 
school on Monday 12th April 2021. 


