
 
Friday 26 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
I hope you are well and the pupils who are at home and 
making progress using our remote learning. Thank you 
to all the parents who have given us positive feedback.  
Our teachers have been working hard to try to provide 
a good range of work at home and also provide work 
for pupils who are in school.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming ALL pupils back 
on Monday 8th March.  A separate letter will be sent 
soon, outlining all the details.  
 
Relationships and Sex Education consultation.  
We are now consulting on our proposed RSE 
curriculum – letter and documents can be found here: 
https://www.christscollege.org.uk/rse-consultation/ 
Please review the policy and draft curriculum and 
then answer the questions via the online form.  
If you want to speak to me in person or have any 
concerns please follow the guidance on the website 
page.  
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
4 March 2021: World Book Day. 
 
8 March 2021: Primary parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Class teacher in lieu of Parents’ 
Evening.  
 
19 March 2021: Red Nose Day 
 
26 March 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Summer term 
 
16 April 2021: Year 9 Pathways form deadline. 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students.  

 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
Year 11 Awarding of GCSE Grades Update 
As you will no doubt be aware, the Government has 
given more information regarding the awarding of 
GCSE grades following the consultation.  We are now 
awaiting further guidance from the exam boards.  
However, key points from the Government 
announcement are: 
 

• Grades will be awarded by teacher judgement 
based on student work completed throughout 
the course and also work that is going to be 
completed during this term and next term. 

• Completed mock exams and assessments, 
along with assessments and exams students 
will sit this term and next term will be used as 
evidence in the awarding of a grade. 

• Any non-exam assessment can be used to 
inform the final grade. 

• Exam boards will provide schools with optional 
exams to help them with awarding student 
grades. 

• GCSE results day has been moved to 12 August 
2021. 

 
It is therefore vitally important Year 11 students 
complete all work to the very best of their ability.  Year 
11 students should be working hard, ensuring they 
revise all work covered during the GCSE course. 
 
Further information about the process can be found via 
these links: 
 

• Infographic: https://bit.ly/3pOpO24 

• Consultation decisions: https://bit.ly/2NxxzfS 
 
World Book Day 2021   

Once again, we look forward to 
celebrating reading by enjoying 
World Book Day on Thursday 4th 
March. All Primary school children, 

both at school and at home, are able 
to dress up as their favourite character from a book and 
take part in a variety of fun activities throughout the 
day. Please note that dressing up is optional this year.  

https://www.christscollege.org.uk/rse-consultation/
https://bit.ly/3pOpO24
https://bit.ly/2NxxzfS


This year, the children will be taking part in a 
readathon.  A letter will be coming home along with a 
sponsor form and bookmark.  Our aim is to raise as 
much money as we can to help children in local 
hospitals, and also to raise money for school to buy 
more books for our lovely new library!  
 
Faith in our school 

This week in Primary Assemblies, we 
have been looking at the start of the 
celebration of Easter. Anne-Marie 
Parker, in Year 6, led us in a Bible reading 
of Matthew 21:1-9, where Jesus entered 
Jerusalem on a donkey.  

 
She read about how Jesus was welcomed by the 
crowds with shouting ‘Hosanna’ and laying his path 
with cloaks and palm leaves. We have learnt what it 
means to be faithful and we have started to learn our 
new memory verse. 
 

 
 
Secondary 
This week marked the beginning of Fairtrade Fortnight 
and because we hold compassion, integrity and 
honourable purpose amongst our core values, we care!  
 

 
 
In our assemblies this week we considered how even 
the things we buy can help others (even those who are 
far away). When we act responsibly in the things we 
buy (like chocolate, bananas, tea and coffee) we can 
help others in other countries ear a fair wage. Not only 
do you help people get paid, but buying products that 
are fairly traded means that children and young people 
can go to school and the sick can receive medical care.  
Isaiah writes, “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct 

oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's 
cause”.  
 
We want to men and women who stand up for those in 
need! 

 
If you would like to find out more about Fairtrade, click 
here.  
 
‘Virtual’ Music Competition 
Don’t forget that the deadline for the Music 
Competition is today. Primary pupils have been invited 
to submit a video of themselves singing or playing their 
instrument (max 3 minutes). Pupils should wear 
uniform and select a neutral background. Videos can 
be uploaded to Teams or emailed directly to 
LHardy@christscollege.org.uk.   
 
Year 5 Excellent Writing 
Mrs Glass and Miss Peacock have been absolutely 
astounded by how well children have worked.  They 
were particularly impressed by Gary Webster’s work 
where he not only created his own portmanteau’s, but 
also made some Kennings that used alliteration.  Well 
done, Gary! 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/collections/fairtrade-fortnight?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=MW%20%7C%20Search%20%7C%20Fair%20Trade%20%7C%20Fair%20Trade%20Fortnight&utm_term=fair%20trade%20fortnight&utm_content=Fair%20Trade%20Fortnight
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/collections/fairtrade-fortnight?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=MW%20%7C%20Search%20%7C%20Fair%20Trade%20%7C%20Fair%20Trade%20Fortnight&utm_term=fair%20trade%20fortnight&utm_content=Fair%20Trade%20Fortnight
mailto:LHardy@christscollege.org.uk


Mrs Glass and Miss Peacock were also impressed by 
Sophie Smith who managed to include a complex 
sentence in her writing!  Well done, Sophie. 
 

 
Year 1 Writing 

 
By Hannah Grier Year 1 
 

 
By Dexter Grier Year 1 
 
Year 1 students have been working hard this week in 
their English lessons, using adjectives to describe 
objects and characters in the story. They have started 
to study the book ‘Oi Frog!’ by K. Gray and J. Field. As 

you can read here, they have used a range of 
descriptive language to describe the chair and hare. 
 
Red Nose Day Friday 19 March  

 
On Red Nose Day, we are hoping to 
have some fundraising events in 
school - dependent on the COVID 
restrictions. Further information to 

follow. Noses can now be pre-ordered via Parent Pay 
for £1.50 and will be distributed in class. 
 
School meals 

 
If your child is attending school and requires a school 
meal, please ensure you have enough credit on their 
Parent Pay account. 
 
For children accessing remote learning, please use this 
opportunity to ensure any outstanding school meal 
balance is cleared via Parent Pay. 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
All children entitled to Free School Meals who are NOT 
accessing school provision will be sent electronic 
supermarket vouchers on a Friday afternoon.  Please 
remember to check your junk mail folder in case your 
voucher has been delivered there.  We encourage you 
to sign up for Free School Meals if you think you may 
be eligible, as this generates additional funding for the 
school, even if your child brings a packed lunch.   
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 



• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 
assist.   
 
 
Faith in our School 
This week in Rock Solid the students were thinking 
about Team Work. Abby shared a verse from the Bible 
that’ says, ‘As iron sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another.’ (Proverbs 27:17). We were thinking 
about how important it is to work together and be a 
community that loves and support one another.  
 
Rock Solid is open to all secondary students every 
Friday at 1pm on Teams.  
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