
 
Friday 5 February 2021 
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
9 February 2021: Safer Internet day. 
 
22 February 2021: Staff training day.  
 
4 March 2021: World Book Day. 
 
8 March 2021: Primary parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Class teacher in lieu of Parents’ 
Evening.  
 
26 March 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Summer term 
 
16 April 2021: Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways form 
deadline. 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students.  
 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
Social Distancing Reminder 
Please keep 2m apart when dropping off or collecting 
your children.  
 
Medicine Update 
Christ’s College would like to send out a huge thank you 
to all those parents who have been contacted 
regarding medication in school. You have been 
understanding and supportive in supplying the school 
with up to date medical data and medication. 
 

Just as a quick reminder, it is vital you inform us at 
school immediately of any medical changes so we can 
keep our system up to date. 
Faith in our school 
 
Assembly:  
In this week’s secondary assembly, we continued our 
topic of healthy living – ‘avoiding addiction’.  We 
looked at why things may become addictive with 
examples such as the overuse of social media and 
gaming alongside the effects of sugar and other 
substances.  We considered how our brains respond, 
common behaviours and looked at ways to avoid 
addiction.   
 
Rock Solid (Secondary Years) 

This week a group of 8 students in Secondary Years met 
in our Friday lunch time club called Rock Solid. This 
week Jaddai and Abby helped us to think about 
determination.  
 
Bible Verses:  
 “Whatever overcomes a person, to that he is 
enslaved”. 2 Peter 2:19 
 
“A man without self-control is like a city broken into 
and left without walls”. Proverbs 25:28 
 
PRESS PAUSE on Online Learning 

On 

Thursday we pressed pause on 

online learning for the afternoon. We 

wanted every student to go offline, 

get off their screen and get creative. 

Lots of students got involved! And we were delighted 

to see some pictures flooding in this morning. Thank 



you for sending in your pictures and videos from 

yesterday.  

Y11 – Looking to the future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although it is very easy in the current climate to lose 

motivation for your studies, we would like to make sure 

you are all planning your next steps. Although, you may 

be at home, there are still a number of things you can 

look to do to ensure you are prepared for what may 

happen come results day.  

Colleges and sixth forms have a number of virtual open 

evenings coming up including the A-level open event 

(6th Feb) and the virtual open evening (9th Feb) for 

Sunderland College (Virtual Open Event 09 Feb - 

Sunderland College).  

If you think a classroom isn’t for you or you want to 

earn while you learn, the Government Find an 

apprenticeship website already has a number of 

apprenticeships available for a September start 

(www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk).  

They include apprenticeships for dental nursing, motor 

vehicle technicians, early years support, care workers, 

IT and HR & business services.  

Sunderland Engineering Training Association (SETA) 

have a number of level 3 (equivalent to A-level) 

apprenticeships available including business 

administration, welding and fabrication, machining and 

engineering. All start in September and require 5 

GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including in Maths, English 

language and Science.  

Year 4 
In Year 4, the children have been learning about charity 
as part of their R.E. lessons. This week, we asked the 
children to think about a group of people/animals or a 
situation in today’s society that could use the help of a 
charity. They then had to create a plan for this charity 
and present this to us. Here is an example of a poster 
design by Jack Sunderland.  Jack’s charity is a food 
bank.  

 
 
A special mention goes to Olivia, Megan and Mehak in 
Year 4. These children videoed themselves presenting 
their idea. We were very impressed with the creativity 
and confidence involved in this.  
 
Year 3 

This week, the Year 3 were 

set the task of designing a 

moon buggy in their 

science lessons.  Eden 

Ranton did a spectacular 

job, constructing this 

model all by herself – out of 

this world!  We’re over the moon with her work and 

are quite sure NASA may come knocking at her door. 

                                                                  

Song Writing Competition 
Many students are listening to music, playing music or 
writing their own music to improve their mental health. 
If you enjoy writing your own songs, visit 
https://www.songacademy.co.uk/ where you could 

enter a competition with the chance to win prizes and 

launch your music career. 

 

https://www.sunderlandcollege.ac.uk/the-college/events/bede-campus-open-event-3/
https://www.sunderlandcollege.ac.uk/the-college/events/bede-campus-open-event-3/
http://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
https://www.songacademy.co.uk/


 
 
English Star of the Week 

 
 
Charlotte Usher in Year 9 is the student who has really 
impressed us this week.  Charlotte has worked 
diligently throughout lockdown and recently Year 9 
students have been inspired by the work of Wendy 
Booker, an inspiring lady who didn’t let her diagnosis of 
Multiple Sclerosis stop her from taking on incredible 
adventures and challenges.  You can find out more 
about Wendy Booker here: 
http://www.wendybooker.com/  
 
After reading Wendy’s story, Charlotte produced this 
inspiring blog post  about a time she has faced a 
challenging situation.  Well done Charlotte. 
 
Singing At The Sage  
In 2016, when I was 9, I faced a really difficult time.     
 
The problem was that I wanted to sing well at the 
school’s production of Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dream Coat, but I was ridiculously 
nervous and worried that I would forget my lines or 
sound terrible.  Because I was so nervous, first, I 
thought about pretending to be ill so I could get out of 
performing.  However, I then realised I would be letting 
the rest of the cast down.  Eventually, I found a 
solution.  I spoke to my family and friends about my 
feelings and they encouraged me to just try my best 
and that they would be proud of me no matter how I 
sounded.  On the night, the performance was a 
success!  Everyone sang their hearts out and the 
audience said everyone was amazing!  
When it was over I felt so proud of myself because I 
hadn’t given up!  
 

If I have another problem like this in the future I will 
talk to people about my feelings as this definitely helps 
– sharing a problem.  
 
I have learned that you should never give up, even if 
something is stressing you out and making you nervous 
– just try your best!  
 
If anyone is going through a similar situation, I think 
they should talk to family and friends too. 
 
A Change of Style 
Charlotte has also proven her skills in creating fictional 
characters using the first person.  Here is her narrative 
based on the life of a young person who is dissatisfied 
with their life and struggling to deal with the challenges 
of their local environment. 
 
I woke to the screeching, horrendous sound of the 
alarm.  Today was the day of the interview for the job I 
never wanted.  Who really wants to work in 
MacDonald’s?  Unfortunately for me though, not 
passing any of my GCSE’s meant that I would never be 
able to become an architect which is what I had hoped 
I’d become.  I suppose it’s my own fault though!  Well 
not entirely mine!  If mam hadn’t died and dad had 
taken more interest in me, maybe I’d have had a 
chance!  
 
“You up yet, son?” my dad yelled up the stairs.   
 
“Aye!” I shouted back but this fell on deaf ears because 
he had already left the house to go for his 12-hour shift.  
“Got to pay the bills, son,” he repeated regularly when 
I asked for his help, some company or advice.  
 
Things have never been the same since mum died.  Dad 
has buried his head in the sand, pretending he’s fine, 
and has just thrown himself into work.  I, however, 
have been ignored.  I’ve always struggled with school 
and mum used to help me with my homework.  “Your 
mam’s the one with the brains,”  he’d say to get out of 
helping me.  Since she died, he’s told me to ‘Google it’ 
or called  me ‘lazy’.  As a result, I failed my exams.  So 
I’m blaming HIM!    
 
Standing outside of MacDonald’s, I could have cried.  ‘Is 
this all life had in store for me?’  I thought to myself.  At 
that moment, I knew I had to change the course of my 
life.  I walked away from that burger joint and headed 
towards the college.  I was going to enrol to resit my 
GCSE’s. 
 
Well done Charlotte – keep up the good work! 

http://www.wendybooker.com/

