
 

1 

22nd June 2020 
 

Important Dates 

• Friday 19th June- Virtual School Games 

• Saturday 20th June- Friday 26th June- National 

School Sport Week at Home 

 

Thought for the Week 

Around 1,000 years after the time of Moses, the nation 

of Israel and the Jewish people were in a desperate 

state. The Babylonians had conquered the nation and 

the people were exiled from the land and deported to 

Babylon. The city of Jerusalem was destroyed and 

ended up like a ghost town; the city’s walls were 

demolished. Around 150 years after the exile, the 

Jewish people had returned to the land and, led by 

Nehemiah, work began on rebuilding the walls and 

gates in Jerusalem.  

 

Nehemiah 3 is all about how the individuals pitched in 

and worked together, coordinated by Nehemiah. 

Though everyone worked on different parts of the 

rebuilding work, each effort was important. Some 

rebuilt the walls, others made repairs. The people 

learnt to work together, with one accord, with one 

heart and one mind. Despite attempts to discourage 

the workers, Nehemiah turned to God in prayer. His 

dependence upon God during this testing time resulted 

in the workers continuing with greater strength than 

before. The outcome of their hard work, determination 

and trust in God, was that the rebuilding work was 

completed within only 52 days – a remarkably short 

timeframe! 

 

As we gradually ease out of this lockdown, much work 

is to be done to move forward and rebuild our lives. I 

think we can learn from the positive attitude of the 

Jewish people who worked together to rebuild and 

repair the walls in Jerusalem. They were of one accord, 

one heart and one mind. The Hebrew word ‘repair’ has 

the idea of strengthening, encouraging and making 

something strong, principles which we can apply to 

support one another in our individual circumstances. 

The Bible tells us to encourage one another and build 

each other up (1 Thessalonians 5 v 11) and with the 

Lord’s help, we can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens us. 

 

God bless, Miss Ng 

 

Year 2 & 3 Key Worker Pupils 

This week the pupils in Miss Simpson and Mrs 

Dobinson’s ‘bubble’ have enjoyed doing some space 

art and craft. Have a look at some of their wonderful 

galaxy artwork and junk model rockets. 

 

 
 

Years 3 & 4 Key Worker Pupils 

We learned about the famous monuments of Paris with 

Madame Leadley last 

week, focusing on the 

Eiffel Tower. It is the most 

visited public monument 

in the world, with nearly 

seven million visitors each 

year. We learned that it is 

324m tall and that it takes 

20,000 bulbs to light it up 

each evening! And did you 

know that the Eiffel Tower 

has to be painted every seven 

years and needs sixty tonnes of paint?! That amount of 

paint is around ten times heavier than an elephant! 



 

2 

The Eiffel Tower has been the inspiration for the 

creation of over fifty similar towers around the world, 

from Las Vegas to China, so we thought we would build 

our own replicas, too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognising excellent effort by secondary students 

 

Last week, teachers in the secondary school were 

asked to nominate students who have worked 

exceptionally well since half term.  In recognition of 

their outstanding efforts, praise postcards were sent 

home from subject teachers.  Praise postcards of 

different colours are awarded from different subjects: 

 

GREEN:  History, Geography, Religious Studies 

BLUE:  Maths, English 

PINK:  Science, PE, Business, Food, Art, Music 

RED:  Pastoral and Senior Leadership recognition 

 

 

In total, twenty-five students were recognised for the 

dedication that they have shown to their studies, 

throughout the period of college closure.  Many 

students were recognised in multiple subjects.  Below 

are some of the students whose diligence was praised. 

 

Gabrielle Niven (Y7) received recognition in four 

subjects demonstrating outstanding commitment to 

learning across the curriculum.  Gabrielle’s efforts 

were noticed in French, Biology, History and Food 

Technology.  Well 

done 

Gabrielle, 

keep up the 

good work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martha 

Thompson (Y8) received recognition for the extra 

time and effort she has devoted to her English work.   
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Beth Mulligan (Y8) received recognition for creating 

some outstanding pieces of work that demonstrate 

excellent presentation and understanding of the 

visual elements of Art. 

 

Amy Johnston (Y10) received recognition for her 

work in Science, particularly Chemistry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and Design Activities for Year 7 and 8 Students to 

enjoy during home learning 

 

The architecture firm Foster and Partners has created 

some creative and inspiring activities for you to do at 

home.  

 

You can create a paper skyscraper and design a 

futuristic city as well as many other activities. 

 

 
 

Follow the link to find out more 

 

https://www.fosterandpartners.com/news/archive/20

20/04/architecturefromhome/ 

 

I would love to see 

your responses 

uploaded on 

SMHW once you 

have completed 

them. 

 

Mrs Daniels  

 

Drawing 

Competition.  

 

Fay, in Y7, has produced an amazing underwater scene. 

She wanted to raise awareness about plastic in the 

ocean and the negative impact it can have on the 

environment. She watched a movie about the story of 

plastic and found it fascinating about how it was 

shipped around the world and disposed of.  

 

For her drawing she won a Josh Bewick colouring book, 

which she really likes.  

 

 
 

Miss Forrest is challenging her Y7 form class to draw an 

image around a topic of their choice. This might include 

physical activity, healthy eating, fly tipping, recycling or 

any other issue they feel passionate about!  

 

British Nutrition Foundation – Healthy Eating week 

 

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/hewatho

me/bnfhewathome.html  

 

https://www.fosterandpartners.com/news/archive/2020/04/architecturefromhome/
https://www.fosterandpartners.com/news/archive/2020/04/architecturefromhome/
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/hewathome/bnfhewathome.html
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/hewathome/bnfhewathome.html
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BNF Healthy Eating Week @ Home, is a virtual event, 

which will take place 22-28th June, and aims to 

encourage people of all ages to take part in a range of 

key health challenges.  

 

This year’s challenges include: 

1. Eat well 

2. Eat more wholegrains 

3. Have 5 A DAY 

4. Drink plenty 

5. Move more 

6. Be mind kind - help a friend or neighbour 

7. Try something new and keep going 

8. Get cooking! 

 

From Monday to Friday they will be hosting two 

cooking sessions each day - 10am and 2pm! They will 

provide the recipe - so, just watch and then get cooking 

with BNF!  
 

Monday  

10am Quick and easy perfect pizza  

2pm Veggie coconut curry 
 

Tuesday  

10am Breakfast fruit wholegrain crunch  

2pm Tuna & spinach whole-wheat pasta bake 
 

Wednesday  

10am Veggie sticks with mackerel dip  

2pm Mini crustless quiches  
 

Thursday  

10am Pea soup with quick flatbread  

2pm Kofta lollypops 
 

Friday  

10am Blueberry wedges  

2pm Fish fingers & bro-chips 

 

For more details visit:  

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/hewatho

me/getcookingwithbnf.html 

 

Y7 and Y8 English Challenge – Playing with Perspective 

 

This week’s challenge is to create an illustrated 

adventure story, exploring what it would be like to be 

really small. 

 

1 For inspiration, take a look at this story that plays 

with size and scale.  The Borrowers series (by Mary 

Norton, illustrated by Diana Stanley) follows the 

adventures of a 10-cm-tall family who live among the 

much bigger ‘human beans’. 

 

 

2 Think of a simple story about your adventures at 

home. 

 

What would be the challenges? Finding food, getting 

around, or avoiding large people? 

 

Look at the pictures of Queen Mary’s Doll’s House. 

Think about how ‘big you’ might behave to ‘little you’. 

 
 

3 Draw a story board for your adventure. 

Look at the way Axel Scheffler has drawn his ideas for 

The Smartest Giant. 

 

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/hewathome/getcookingwithbnf.html
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/hewathome/getcookingwithbnf.html
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3 Create a mini you. 

On card, draw your mini you in several different poses. 

Or you could take photographs of each other doing 

three or four different actions that fit your story board. 

Then, you could print out the photos onto card. Cut out 

your mini you carefully. 

 

Make your figures stand up by cutting out a card prop 

and sticking onto the back of your figures. 

4 Time for the adventure! 

Which locations and objects can you use at home? You 

could set up your mini selves in different locations and 

sketch or photograph them. 

 

 
 

5 Turn your adventure into a book. 

Make drawings of your adventures or print out the 

series of photos and stick them into a book, along with 

your written story. 

 

Featured 

Carnegie Book 

 

Voyages in the 

Underworld of 

Orpheus Black 

Marcus Sedgwick 

and Julian 

Sedgwick 

 

 

 

The world around 

them changes for 

brothers Harry 

and Ellis Black when they become ensnared in the 

confusion and catastrophe caused by an air raid attack. 

The lines between myth and reality become blurred as 

Harry struggles beneath the weight of grief and trauma 

after he wakes in hospital to the news that his brother 

is dead. A journey through the underworld of London 

ensues and parallels with the legend of Orpheus are 

drawn in this complex yet rewarding exploration of 

human spirit, emotion and artistry. 

 

Readers piece together the intertwining stories in this 

long-lasting book which comments jointly on the 

futility and devastation of war and the capacity that art 

and expression hold in acting as a medium for 

rebellion. Drawing upon Greek legend and told jointly 
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through poetry, journal entries and art, this is a 

powerful, demanding but ultimately rewarding book 

with profound comments on brotherhood and 

personal belief. 

 

To watch an interview with the writers and hear an 

extract from the book click here: 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/voyages-in-

the-underworld-of-orpheus-black/  

 

Here is a review by Beth Mulligan in Year 8. 

 

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Black 

This book is about a boy named Harry Black and is set 

in WW2. Harry doesn't get on the best with his older 

brother, Ellis, and especially his father, who disowned 

him. One night, he decides to meet up with his brother 

in a pub and tell him about how he is working on a book 

and to try and create a better relationship with him. 

However, just after Harry leaves, a bomb directly hits 

the pub, hospitalising him. He is sure his brother is still 

alive, despite still being at the pub the time the bomb 

was dropped. He decides to go looking for him, with the 

help of Agatha, a young German-Jewish refugee. Will 

he find him, or is he really gone?  

 

Personally, I wasn't a big fan of this book, and at some 

points, it got very confusing, so I overall rate it a 3/5. It 

did have quite an interesting story line. I also loved the 

way it included some Greek mythology, which, in a very 

unique way, really improved the story. I probably 

would recommend this book, despite containing some 

tricky bits! 

 

Reading Millionaire 

 

Congratulations to James Virtue (Year 5) who has 

become our latest reading millionaire.  James has 

passed quizzes on 33 books to date amassing a total of 

1,004,478 words.  Well done James! 

 
 

This week we are acknowledging the work of Jayden 

Tate in Y7.  Y7 have been studying Heroes on Common 

Lit and were then asked to write about their own 

heroes.  Here is Jayden’s piece about his hero: his mam.  

Well done Jayden. 

 

My hero is my mam as she works for the NHS as a 

Nurse. She has worked there for 7 years and has had 

lots of responsibilities and helped many patients 

recover as well as looking after me and my brother and 

also my grandad while he was ill with cancer.  

 

My mam also helps our elderly neighbours with 

shopping when they have no one else to help them. 

Even though there was a risk she could catch Covid19 

she was still going to work to help people.   One time 

she saved my dad from choking by using the Heimlich 

Manoeuvre while waiting on an ambulance to come.  

 

My mam always says that it makes her feel better when 

she is helping people. I think she reminds me of Harriett 

Tubman in the Underground Railway because she helps 

people even when she is at risk herself. 

 

 

Christs College Virtual House Sports Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is incredibly important to provide our children with 

the opportunity to take part in a sports 

day annually.  As this is unfortunately 

not an option this year we have 

decided to run a virtual sports week of 

different events. 

PE and physical activity have never 

been so important in our lives, now more than ever 

proving that sport can bring the country and 

communities together and help people try something 

new or positively impact their mental health. 

Christ’s College Virtual House 

Sports Week 

Monday 29th June 2020 

    

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/voyages-in-the-underworld-of-orpheus-black/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/voyages-in-the-underworld-of-orpheus-black/
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The purpose of this sports week is to have FUN! We 

would love to see as many family members to have a 

go at the events and have fun whilst doing them. 

This will be start on Monday, June 29th.   You will all 

receive information on the activities and how to log 

your scores.  Which house will lift the trophy this 

year?  It’s all down to you! 

Virtual Trips 

You might not be able to visit a museum in person, 

but you can take a virtual trip around a number of 

museums, both in this country and abroad. There are 

some links here for you to have a look at:- 

https://blog.britishmuseum.org/how-to-explore-the-

british-museum-from-home/ 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html 

https://www.nasa.gov/nasa-at-home-videos 

I hope you enjoy these virtual trips and videos, there 

is something here for everyone.  

Make sure you check out the dinosaur skeletons in the 

Natural History Museum and let your teachers know if 

you find a really good museum tour for their subject. 

 

Virtual School Games- Friday 19th June 

 

As mentioned in the whole 

school assembly, Friday 

19th June will see the 

Virtual School Games take 

place live on YouTube.  Mr 

Westgate will have shared 

this information to 

everyone through Show 

My Homework.   

If you missed the live broadcast, don’t worry.  Please 

follow the link and you will be able to watch the live 

broadcast again.  You will find a variety of different 

activities that you can do at home.  The opening 

ceremony will begin at 10am with activities running 

throughout the day until 2.30pm where the closing 

ceremony will take place.  For more information please 

use the following link: 

http://www.tynewearsport.org/vsg20 

National School Sport Week at Home 

 

From Saturday 20th June through to Friday 26th June it 

is also National School Sport Week at Home.  There is 

lots of exciting sporting activities and events taking 

place over the next week or so.  Please make sure you 

are taking part in some of the activities that are being 

made available to you while you are at home.   

The active challenges will all have an emphasis on 

togetherness, inclusivity and wellbeing. They will be 

things you can do within the home, and where you can 

engage in straightforward virtual competition with 

friends, neighbours and family outside your home. 

Mr Westgate will be sharing any resources through 

show my homework as and when they are 

released. 
 

 

FREE Microsoft Office 

 

 
 

Students of Christ’s College are eligible to download 

Microsoft Office for FREE on up to 5 devices.   

 

Instructions of how to install can be found here: 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-

access/ 

 

If your child can’t remember their username and 

password for the College IT system, please contact the 

College Office (enquiries@christscollege.org.uk). 

 

Eligibility for Free School Meals  
 

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have changed 
due to the economic effects of 
the pandemic.  If that is the case, 

your son or daughter may have become eligible to 
receive Free School Meals, including the vouchers 
referred to above.   
 

https://blog.britishmuseum.org/how-to-explore-the-british-museum-from-home/
https://blog.britishmuseum.org/how-to-explore-the-british-museum-from-home/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html
https://www.nasa.gov/nasa-at-home-videos
http://www.tynewearsport.org/vsg20
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/


 

8 

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
get any of the following: 
 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you get any 
of these benefits and your child is both: 
 

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll 
remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling 
(primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
 
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 

You should hear whether your application has been 

successful within 10 working days. If you have not 

heard, then please contact the College at 

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 

assist.  

 

https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk

