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Friday 12th June 2020 

 

Important Dates 

• Reception students return to College – 

Monday 15th June 2020 

• Year 1 students return to College – Tuesday 

16th June 2020 

• Year 6 students return to College -  Wednesday 

17th June 2020 

• Year 10 students return to College – Monday 

22nd June 2020 

 

Thought for the Week 

In 1 Kings chapter 19, after many incredible 

experiences, we find the prophet Elijah hiding in a cave 

feeling fearful and completely alone. Flicking back a 

couple of pages we read that the prophet has seen 

God’s hand at work powerfully over the months up to 

this moment. God worked through Elijah to challenge 

the king face-to-face, bring a widow’s son back to life 

and reveal God’s awesome power! And yet, we find 

Elijah ‘down in the dumps’, crying out to God in despair 

and fear for the future.  

It strikes me as the most human of stories. Elijah is 

calling out to God in great frustration but God does not 

leave him wondering for long. We read,  

Then a great and powerful wind tore the 

mountains apart and shattered the rocks 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in 

the wind. After the wind there was an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake.  After the earthquake came 

a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. 

And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  

(1 Kings 19:11-12) 

Despite God’s awesome power he comes to Elijah in 

this quiet whisper.  

Just like Elijah, we can often feel frustrated or have 

questions of “why?” as we face daily life. This passage 

in 1 King’s reminds me that God is a relational God who 

yearns to come close to us and meet us at our point of 

need. Elijah did not have the Bible as we have it today 

and so, for us, we can turn to God’s Word to hear his 

voice of guidance and comfort speaking to us.  

Wishing you God’s richest blessing,  

Mr Thompson 

Welcome back Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 students 

 

Next week we look forward to welcoming back our 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 students. Staff have been 

busy preparing the site, getting classrooms ready and 

planning activities. We have missed the children a lot 

and look forward to hearing all their news. Thank you 

for completing the survey and letters confirming a 

place has been sent out. If you are not yet planning to 

send your child back to College and your child is in 

Reception, Year 1 or Year 6, then do contact the college 

if you change our mind. 

Parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 have also 

received a video of how the College looks the same and 

different. This link is on Show My Homework so that 

parents and their child can watch together.  Key 

Worker Crafts 

This week in College the Year 2 key worker children 

have been working extremely hard so we took some 

time to do some fun arts and crafts. Below you can see 

the pictures of their origami dogs they made with Miss 

Petty. They showed great resilience when making them 

and really enjoyed themselves.  
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Year 5+6 Key Worker Engineering 

 

Year 5 students have been doing topic work on the 

Egyptians, so I thought it was appropriate to do a 

pyramid-based team building project. This was the 

brief given to the students: build a pyramid using tape 

and 60 cm garden canes which is bigger than them. 

Much to their surprise, working together they 

managed to complete the task. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 writing competition 

Calling all year 2 pupils!  Here is 

a little competition for you to 

‘dive’ into this week. 

As our topic is all about the Seaside, can you write a 

story or a poem with the sea as the theme?   

Miss Petty and I would be thrilled to see as many 

entries as possible and will announce the winner in 

next week’s assembly! 

Good luck!  I’m sure you will all do ‘swimmingly!’ 

Mrs Critchley 

 

Reading Millionaire 

 

Congratulations to Ryan Virtue (Year 5) 

who has become our latest reading 

millionaire.  Ryan has passed quizzes on 

33 books to date amassing a total of 1,004,478 words.  

Well done Ryan! 

 

 

 
This week’s star is Beth Mulligan in Y8.  During College 

closure Beth has produced some excellent work, 

including this persuasive speech. Beth’s brief was to 

present her views about investing in technology to the 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.  
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Investing in the future  

How to produce enough energy to meet the growing 

demands of Earth’s population is a serious issue at 

present. We know that our use of fossil fuels cannot go 

on forever as they will eventually run out. Alternatives 

need to be available before that happens.  At the same 

time, there is massive concern about the damage being 

done to our planet by the extraction of fossil fuels and 

the pollution caused by their use. There is huge debate 

about the merits of the options…fossil fuels, nuclear 

power, fracking, renewable energy…all of them with 

some justification to ask for investment. I hope to 

persuade you that the best way forward is to invest in 

the development of renewable technologies, as this is 

the most efficient, cleanest and most enduring solution 

to our energy needs. 

 

Having considered alternatives, I think that renewable 

energy (wind, solar, geothermal and wave) should be 

the main target of investment as it has the potential to 

generate far more energy than it does at present and 

causes less damage to the planet. People opposed to it, 

claim that the machinery is expensive to install and 

maintain and supply can be irregular, making it an 

expensive form of energy. But, the technology in 

renewables is much newer than many other energy 

sources and it could become much more efficient and 

reliable with more investment. For example, the cost of 

solar panels fell by 75% between 2009 and 2014. This 

could lead to more energy being produced, much more 

cheaply and with minimal damage to our fragile 

environment…an exciting prospect.  

 

Many people favour nuclear power, arguing that it is 

the least polluting of any energy source and provides 

much cheaper and reliable energy than renewables. 

However, we must all understand that the waste from 

nuclear power is highly toxic, remains so for thousands 

of years AND must be stored safely.  An accident or leak 

can cause catastrophic damage to the environment 

that lasts for many years. Any of the main renewable 

options at present cause less damage to ecosystems 

and the planet and create less pollution to land, air and 

water than the alternatives. They also do not create 

problems such as how and where to store highly 

dangerous waste products. 

 

Running out of energy is the real fear at present and as 

a result some people support fracking, which they say 

can supply large quantities of fuels in the UK, leaving 

the landscape relatively unspoilt and causing little 

environmental damage. I would strongly disagree with 

this as it involves pumping chemicals into the ground, 

which cannot all be removed, and no one knows the 

long-term damage they could cause.  THEY WILL ALSO 

EVENTUALLY RUN OUT!  This is where, I believe, the 

main benefit is for renewables…THEY WILL NEVER RUN 

OUT!  

 

Interesting fact: the sun provides enough energy in a 

day to power the planet for a whole year.  Imagine if 

we could capture even a tiny amount of that energy 

efficiently…the results would be amazing. These energy 

sources could be the cleanest way to ensure that we 

have all the energy we need into the future and that 

we care for our Earth at the same time. At present 

hydro power generates around 20% of the world’s 

electricity and wind capacity has grown by 20% yearly 

in the past decade. Investment could ensure that this 

continues to increase, supplying cleaner, cheaper, safer 

and reliable energy that will never run out. In my 

opinion this is why renewable energy sources have to 

be our choice.  

 

I feel strongly that our very survival depends on the 

decisions we make within the next few years and you 

should play your part in securing our energy supply and 

our future! I hope that you agree with me, that 

renewables are the only long-term solution to the 

world’s energy needs and would be willing to invest for 

the benefit of all of us.  I ask YOU to seriously consider 

helping to ensure that the technology needed to 

improve the efficiency and reliability of renewable 

energy receives the funding it needs. I thank you for 

listening and hope you will respond to my request with 

your financial support. 

 

Featured Carnegie Book – Girl.  Boy.  Sea. By Chris Vick 
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About the author 

Chris Vick is a graduate of the Bath Spa MA in Writing 

for Young People. In between writing and teaching, 

Chris works for a whale and dolphin conservation 

charity and is a proud member of Authors4Oceans. He 

lives near Bath with his wife and daughter. Girl. Boy. 

Sea. is his third novel. 

 

About the book 

Fifteen-year-old Bill is lost and alone on an endless sea 

after a storm sinks his yacht off the coast of the Canary 

Islands. In a twist of fate, he finds another survivor from 

a different wreck, clinging to a floating barrel. The girl 

is Aya, a refugee from the nomadic Berber tribe.  Whilst 

Bill sets about their situation with practical skills to 

ensure their survival, Aya acts as storyteller, recounting 

her own versions of the Arabian Nights. 

 

Girl.Boy.Sea. explores endurance and friendship across 

cultures, an unusual and original story embedded with 

mythical elements and the power of nature and 

imagination.  For the most part a tense two hander, the 

sea is a dominating, presence in all its changing moods, 

by turns beautiful, awe inspiring and tempestuous. Like 

Shahrazad, Chris Vick skilfully weaves the drastic 

realism of their situation into the addictive escapism of 

the tales; the reader is left compulsively wanting more, 

and the two are given a brief reprieve to see the dawn 

of another day. The intensity of their story lives in the 

heart and the head long after the telling. 

 

 

Georgia Donnigan in Year 8 wrote this review of Girl. 

Boy. Sea. 

 

'Girl.Boy.Sea' by Chris Vick follows a teenage boy called 

Bill from England. When his voyager goes face to face 

with a vicious storm, Bill and his crew have to abandon 

the sinking ship. Bill makes a decision (which nearly 

cost him his life) to go back to deck for supplies but fails 

to return to his crew.  

 

Left on a simple row boat in the vast ocean, he finds a 

girl, Aya, who was also beaten by the storm. We follow 

as their relationship grows whilst they fight the sun and 

hunger. Aya tells stories of treasures and evil rulers, 

whilst in reality they have to hunt and provide for 

themselves.  Bill and 

Aya face many 

challenges and fate 

threw them together. 

 

 I loved this book 

because it draws you 

in from the first 

sentence and you feel 

like you can't put it 

down! 

 

Georgia 

 

To watch Chris Vick 

discuss his book and 

read an extract, follow 

this link: 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/girl-boy-

sea/ 

 

Make a Miniature Book - The British Library 

 

The British Library is challenging students to make their 

own mini books during lockdown. 

 

Created by Shelagh McCarthy, these tiny books shown 

below measure 57mm high and 47mm wide – around 

the same length as a mouse’s tail! They were part of 

the Infant’s Library created more than 200 years ago. 

 

 
 

Why are The Infant’s Library books so small? 

These books were designed to help children learn by 

reading to their dolls. The series starts with the 

alphabet and ends with books about animals, flowers, 

birds, games, outdoor scenes, objects and a (very!) 

Short History of England. 

 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/girl-boy-sea/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/girl-boy-sea/
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Now it’s your turn to make a miniature book for your 

toys. 

 

What would you 

like to read to 

them? A 

bedtime story? 

Would it be a 

pirate 

adventure, a 

fairy tale or a soothing lullaby?  

 

Would it be a 

factual book about 

other countries 

and cultures, about 

the universe, about 

life at the bottom 

of the ocean or about a famous period of history such 

as Ancient Egypt or the Fire of London? 

 

To make your own miniature book you will need: 

• Light weight paper – 1 sheet of A4 plain or lined 

paper (this sheet will make two miniature 

books);  

• Coloured paper, wrapping paper, magazines or 

newspaper for book covers and spines;  

• Scissors;  

• Small elastic band, string or even a bobby pin 

to bind your book;  

• Pencil;  

• Glue 

 

For full instructions on how to make your miniature 

book, visit The British Library website: 

https://www.bl.uk/childrens-books/activities/make-a-

miniature-book  

 

We look forward to seeing your completed books. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 

Sunderland Libraries Services is encouraging 4 –11 year 

olds to read six or more books over the summer 

holidays for the national Summer Reading Challenge. 

This year the annual event has gone digital due to social 

distancing, but it will launch earlier than usual to keep 

children reading over the summer and support parents 

and carers with children already at home.  

This year’s Summer Reading Challenge will run from 

June to September, the theme for this year is “Silly 

Squad” – a celebration of funny books, happiness and 

laughter, featuring bespoke artwork from award-

winning children's author and illustrator, Laura Ellen 

Anderson.  

The challenge will launch with a virtual ‘Let's Get Silly’ 

programme, featuring special silly readings, family 

activities and draw-a-longs from guest celebrities and 

authors.  

The Challenge website will be free to access and a place 

for children to rate and review their books and work 

towards their reading goal. It will also feature video 

content, games, quizzes, and digital and downloadable 

activities to incentivise and encourage children and 

their families to take part in the Challenge at home.  

For more information on the Summer Reading 

Challenge visit www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries  

Follow the Summer Reading Challenge at 

www.facebook.com/SummerReadingChallengeUK and 

on Twitter @readingagency #summerreadingchallenge 

It would be lovely to see the children of Christ’s College 

take part in this challenge.  Do make sure you take 

photos and send them to us on SMHW! 

 

FREE Microsoft Office 

 
 

Students of Christ’s College are eligible to download 

Microsoft Office for FREE on up to 5 devices.   

 

https://www.bl.uk/childrens-books/activities/make-a-miniature-book
https://www.bl.uk/childrens-books/activities/make-a-miniature-book
http://www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.facebook.com/SummerReadingChallengeUK
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Instructions of how to install can be found here: 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-

access/ 

 

If your child can’t remember their username and 

password for the College IT system, please contact the 

College Office (equiries@christscollege.org.uk). 

 

Eligibility for Free School Meals  
 

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have changed 
due to the economic effects of 
the pandemic.  If that is the case, 

your son or daughter may have become eligible to 
receive Free School Meals, including the vouchers 
referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
get any of the following: 
 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you get any 
of these benefits and your child is both: 
 

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll 
remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling 
(primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 

 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
 
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 

You should hear whether your application has been 

successful within 10 working days. If you have not 

heard, then please contact the College at 

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 

assist.  

 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk

