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• Year 11 Trial Exams – Monday 10th February-

Monday 2nd March. 

• PTPA event Astronomy Evening - Tuesday 25th 

February, 6:30pm doors open- 7:00pm 

presentation. 

• Year 6 SATs Parents’ Information Evening – 

Thursday 27th February, 3:30-4:00pm. 

• Year 3 Centre for Life Visit – 28th February. 

• Year 7 Sports Tour to the Lake District – Friday 28th 

February – Saturday 29th February 

• Book Fair all week – Monday 2nd March. 

• Year 4 Parents’ Evening for Derwent Hill – Tuesday 

3rd March 3:45pm. 

• World Book Day – Thursday 5th March. 

• British Science Week – Monday 9th March. 

• Careers Fair Years 5-11 – Thursday 26th March, 

9:00am – 6:30pm 

• Year 8 and Year 9 pathways evening - Thursday 

26th March, 4:00-6:30pm.  

• Easter Concert – Friday 27th March, 5:00-6:30pm. 

• Year 9 Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 1st April, 

4:00-6:30pm. 

• Primary Parents’ Evening – Thursday 2nd April, 

4:00-7:00pm. 

• Year 8 and Year 9 pathway forms deadline – Friday 

3rd April. 

 

ParentPay – Auto Top Up for School Meals 

Our school payments provider ParentPay have recently 

introduced a very helpful function so that 

parents/carers can make payments for school meals 

automatically when their child’s school meals balance 

falls below a preset threshold.  We know how busy 

family life can be leading to the occasional, unexpected 

missed payment which can cause embarrassment for 

your child when they don’t have any dinner money and 

additional work for our finance office to follow up on 

the debt, so we expect this new feature to be extremely 

popular with our parents. 

 

For further details of how the system works and how to 

set it up please see https://www.parentpay.com/bank-

transfer-and-auto-top-up/. 

 

Packed Lunches  

Packed lunches 
If parents prefer their child to have a packed lunch this 

must not contain any nut products, including hazelnut 

chocolate spread, peanut butter and or any coconut 

products.  This is for the safety of those children and 

adults with severe nut allergies, transfer from finger 

tips to tables and chairs would be enough to cause a 

serious reaction.  Parents are also asked not to send 

glass bottles, canned or fizzy drink or sweets.  

As a healthy college we ask for your support to provide 

your child with a nutritious balanced meal with fresh 

water to drink as it provides necessary hydration for 

them to work and play.  

It is recommended that your child bring a bottle of 

water for during the day (juice or flavoured water is 

not permitted) and all water bottles must be clearly 

marked with the child’s name. 

All lunch boxes should have your child’s name on the 

OUTSIDE of the box in an obvious place to make it 

easily identifiable.   

Good bye 

Today we say good-bye to Mrs Haydon. Mrs Haydon, in 

the couple of years you have been with us, you have 

left your mark as a good and respected teacher, by your 

colleagues, your students and also their parents. We 

wish you all the very best in your next chapter. 

 

Mrs Haydon’s class will be taught after half term by Mrs 

Williams, an experienced Year 6 teacher who will 

seamlessly pick up where Mrs Haydon has left off so 

that our Year 6s will continue to have the best possible 

provision ahead of their SATS. Most students in Year 6 

have met Mrs Williams already. 

 

Derwent Hill  

Fine, dry weather blessed the Year Five’s residential 

trip last week at Derwent Hill.  The centre, which is 

based in Keswick, has been providing the young people 

of Sunderland, memories for a lifetime since 1962 and 

this year was no exception. 

https://www.parentpay.com/bank-transfer-and-auto-top-up/
https://www.parentpay.com/bank-transfer-and-auto-top-up/
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Fuelling up for the day with a full English breakfast 

 

The group headed west over to the Lake District on 

Monday morning and not a minute was spared all week 

as the children took part in a wide range of activities 

and experiences. 

 

 
Riding the waves on a windy Derwent Water 

 
 

Canoeing on Derwent Water, fell walking, bouldering, 

mine exploration, orienteering, bush craft, astronomy, 

geology, night walks, high ropes and, of course, the big 

swing, were all pursuits the children excelled at and 

enjoyed.

 
Descending Cat Belles  

 

The core values of Christ’s College were at times 

challenging, but they shone through as the children 

were put to the test and had to show how brave and 

determined they could be. 

 
Team work when gorge scrambling at Whinlatter 

 

It wasn’t all high-adrenaline action all week though.  

House-keeping was a strict daily routine and the guides 

performed daily inspection of rooms, kit and 

equipment.  The pupils took pride in their dormitory 

and changing room order and achieved high ratings 

each day.  The end of the week also meant the 

scrubbing clean of wet suits and walking boots so that 

they were all ready for the new arrivals. 
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Polishing up at the end of a busy week 

 
Another geology lesson from Niv! 

 

Year 4 Parents’ Meeting – Derwent Hill 

 

There will be a parents’ meeting for the current Year 

Four pupils on Tuesday, 3rd March at 3:45pm in the 

main hall for those children interested in the next trip, 

which takes place during February 2021 (it will be here 

before you know it!)  

 

 
A splashing time guaranteed! 

 

Year 1 Excellent Work                                                                                                                        

 

This week in Year One we have been Learning to write 

instructions. Here are Eve Engee’s instructions for 

cleaning your teeth. Well done Eve! You have some 

bossy verbs, time words and full stops. 

  

Bhangra Workshop 

 

On Tuesday, Year 4 had the pleasure of taking part in a 

Bhangra workshop. We spoke about the history and 

culture of Bhangra dance and even had a look at the 

magnificent sarees worn for this dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The speedy dance moves were tricky at first but the 

children showed determination and managed to 

perform a routine with a range of Bhangra moves 

throughout. We even ended the workshop with a 

dance off between the boys and girls. A fun, successful 

morning, well done Year 4! 

 

Year 5 Great North Museum visit 

 

Hot on the heels of Derwent Hill, Year 5 have had 

another day of fun and learning. 

 

As part of our topic on Pharaohs, we spent a very 

interesting and informative time at the Great North 

Museum. We looked at various Egyptian artefacts, 

including famous mummies from the British Museum. 
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We were fascinated by enormous stone statues, tiny 

lucky charms, precious burial goods and entire coffins. 

The children were very enthusiastic and showed great 

curiosity from learning with a hands on approach. They 

listened and behaved impeccably. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 6 Safety Works visit 

 

 

On Tuesday this week, the students in Year 6 enjoyed a 

visit to Safety Works, Newcastle. Representatives from 

Tyne and Wear Fire, Northern Gas Network, Blue Cross 

and St John’s Ambulance led the students through 

hands-on experiences such as learning fire and gas 

safety around the home, keeping safe around dogs and 

how to administer basic first aid. We’re in safe hands – 

the students now know how to put a non-responsive 

person into the recovery position!  

 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their visit and were 

enthusiastic, taking part in all the activities. They were 

commended by staff for their excellent behaviour and 

participation throughout the afternoon. 

 

 
 

Careers Fair 

On Thursday 26th March we are delighted to let you 

know that we will be hosting a number of universities, 

colleges and businesses in the sports hall for our 

careers fair. Throughout the afternoon students from 

Year 5 upward will spend 30 minutes looking around 

exhibits and speaking to representatives who join us. 

The event will provide insight into specific careers and 

the routes to get there! The fair will continue after the 

College day to allow parents to come and speak to 

exhibitors.   

 

Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways Evening 

• Thursday 26th March, 4:00-6:30pm.  

Year 8 and Year 9 pathways evening will take place on 

Thursday 26th March to coincide with the careers 

event.   
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This is a very important event and all students are 

expected to attend with their parents/carers.  This 

evening will give vital information about GCSE courses 

and provide an opportunity to ask questions to staff.  It 

is important that students and parents/carers are fully 

informed so that students can make informed choices 

about their GCSE options. 

 

World Book Day 2020 

 

The Primary Department will be celebrating World 

Book day on Thursday March 5th 2020.  This year’s 

theme for dressing up is Do It Yourself!  We look 

forward to seeing all of the children (and staff!) in 

costumes that they have created themselves. 

 
 

Book Fair Week 

 

The Book People Book fair will be in school Week 

Commencing 2nd March.  This event always proves to 

be popular, so make sure you get to the foyer in the 

main building every day after school to see the 

wonderful selection of books on offer! 

 

British Science Week 

 

As part of our British Science Week celebrations, the 

primary years will be taking part in a wide-range of fun, 

engaging science activities. This includes a visit from 

Sublime Slime – an award-winning programme - on 17th 

March, which will provide interactive workshops for all 

year groups. Watch this space for photographs of what 

we get up to!  

 

Year 3 Centre for Life visit 

 

Year 3 will be visiting the Centre for Life in Newcastle 

on Friday 28th February. Our visit will be centred around 

famous Greek scientists, which links to our previous 

‘Gods and Mortals’ topic.  The children will be 

discovering how these ancient Greek pioneers have 

contributed to our understanding of the scientific 

world. They will also be taking part in the many 

interactive, exciting displays around the centre.  

 

 
 

Y3 Arts and Crafts Club 

 

This will be running next half term and will have an 

Easter theme.  Taking place on a Thursday, places are 

limited so pupils should register their interest early. 

 

 

 

 


