
 
Friday 22 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you are all well.  We have had a busy week 
preparing online learning and delivering lessons to the 
children of key workers.  
 
We have commenced lateral flow tests for secondary 
pupils and the pupils have impressed us with how 
maturely they have responded to this.  
 
Thank you to all our parents who are encouraging 
pupils to complete their learning at home. This is so 
important to help children not to get behind in their 
learning.  Tutors or teachers will continue to ring 
home, so if there are any issues with the quantity of 
work or the level of difficulty, please do let them 
know.  
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
27 January 2021: Holocaust Memorial Day. 
 
1 February 2021: Mental health awareness week. 
 
9 February 2021: Safer Internet day. 
 
22 February 2021: Staff training day. 
 
4 March 2021: World Book Day. 
 
8 March 2021: Primary parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Class teacher in lieu of Parents’ 
Evening. 
 
8 March 2021: Provisional 2-week window for Y11 trial 
exams. 
 
26 March 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Summer term 
 
16 April 2021: Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways form 
deadline. 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 

 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
 
Live Lessons 

Lights! Camera! Action! Many of 
you will know that we went live 
this week with some lessons 
being taught live by staff via 
Teams. As we step forward, I 

want to remind you that we are 
adopting a blended approach with 

some live elements in the week whilst still using other 
pre-recorded material to help students in their 
learning.  
 
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter! 

 
Follow us for regular updates about life in College and 
helpful links and hints for our students. 
 
Primary Daily Character Challenge 

A very well done to all the 
children who are taking up 
the daily challenge. A big 
shout-out to Hollie North in 
Reception for doing them 
diligently every day and 
keeping her own record! 
 
 
 

 
Key Worker Provision 
If you child is accessing the Key Worker provision in 
school, please ensure they are at school for the start 
time of 8:30am. Thank you.  



Year 1 Super Work  
The children in Year 1 have continued to impress Miss 
Whan and Mrs Critchley with their amazing work, both 
at school and at home.  This week they have begun 
writing the story of ‘Way back home’ by Oliver Jeffers.  
Mrs Critchley has been very impressed with the 
sentences that the children at home have been writing.  
A special shout out must go to Jessica Bramley, who has 
improved not only the content of her work, but her 
handwriting is beautiful!  Well done, Jessica!  Here is 
some history work which Jessica completed about Neil 
Armstrong. 

 
 
Year 4 
In R.E, the children have been learning about the 
gospels and the way Christians use the messages of the 
gospels to live their lives. This week we have been 
looking at charities and the children have been learning 
about Christian Aid. They had to research the charity 
and design a persuasive poster.  Here is Ayden Lisle’s 
poster. I really like the image he has chosen, it is very 
effective.  

 
 
In Science, as part of their sound topic, the children 
have designed their own musical instruments. A special 
mention goes to Olivia Amer. She submitted a fantastic 
video showcasing the several different musical 
instruments she had made! Here are the instruments 

Mehak Kuldip has made. She has been very creative in 
her design ideas.  

 
 
Year 3 
The Year 3 children working in school this week have 
had fun making some papier mache planets. This links 
to our science topic which is all about Earth and Space; 
we discussed which planet we would like to design. As 
this is a process which needs a couple of layers we are 
still working on it. We will be sure to upload photos of 
our finished work in a when they are completed.  

 

 
 
Continuing the space theme, Y3 have also been 

learning about the effect gravity has on meteors.  Eden 

Ranton replicated this by dropping a number of 

different sized objects into flour and measuring the 

craters. 

 



In history, Darci Dunn did some excellent research and 
artwork when learning about the Egyptian pharaoh, 
Tutankhamun. 

 
 
Story time Online 

The website 
Booksfortopics are 
offering free story 
time sessions for 
children from ages 

3-11.  Simply go to the website below and click on the 
age range that your child falls into.  There is then a QR 
code that you scan and it will take you to the video of 
the story being read.  This is a brilliant opportunity for 
all primary children to listen to some of their favourite 
stories being read to them, and surely will be 
something that they will enjoy during these difficult 
times. 
 
Please do take photos of your children enjoying a 
story whilst at home. We always love to see the 
children enjoying a story or two! 
 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/storytime-online 
 
Year 6 Avid readers 
A huge congratulations to two super readers in Year 6 
who have been burrowing their heads into books 
during lockdown. 
 
Anne-Marie Parker has read over 1,000,000 words and 
Eliana Finlayson has read over 2,000,000 words since 
only September! Well done girls! 
 

 

 
 
Keeping Fit During Lockdown 
The recent wet weather hasn’t stopped Ethan Kennedy 
in Year 6 from keeping fit and getting his daily dose of 
exercise. He and his dad have been completing 5km 
runs come rain or shine! Well done, Ethan. Not long till 
you’ll be running the Great North Run! 
 
Sooper books online 
Another chance for you children to access free stories 
and audiobooks online by visiting: 
www.sooperbooks.com/bedtime-stories 
 
If you would like unlimited access to all stories and 
audiobooks, use the coupon code below (it works out 
at about £6 for the whole year). 
 
Coupon code: XD34HD456 

  
 
Road Safety 
I have met with the council to discuss road traffic issues 
on Pennywell Road.  They have asked me to remind 
parents that it is a 20 mph zone and parents must NOT 
park on the zig zag lines for any reason.  
 
The council are currently planning to create a 
pedestrian crossing area and to widen the path around 
the gate.  If you have any concerns about road safety, 
please get in touch with our local councillor who is 
supporting us to make the area safer.   
Cllr.Pam.Mann@sunderland.gov.uk 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/storytime-online
http://www.sooperbooks.com/bedtime-stories
mailto:Cllr.Pam.Mann@sunderland.gov.uk


Faith in our School 
 
Primary Memory Verse 
In primary assemblies, the students have been learning 
the following memory verse: 

 
 

 
 
In secondary, we have been looking at Keeping 
Healthy.  Pupils have been challenged to try and make 
one small change to make their diet healthier – instead 
of a bar of chocolate have a piece of fruit. An/or 
completing some exercise. Making a small change each 
day will make a difference over a longer period.  
 
We looked at the story of Daniel as told in Daniel 1:5-

16. Daniel abstained from eating a rich diet of meat, 

dairy and wine and favoured a vegetarian diet and 

water.  At the end of three weeks, he looked healthier 

than all the other men who had eaten the king’s richer 

diet.   

We continue to pray for all our children and parents, 
that God would bless you and keep you safe from the 
virus.  
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
 

Nicky White 
Principal 
  


