
 
Friday 15 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope that you and your family are well and coping 
with the further restrictions on your lives. We are 
missing having all our pupils in school, as an empty 
school never feels quite right.  
 
Thank you for working with us to home educate your 
children.  We are impressed with how well our pupils 
are engaging with online learning.  Parent and pupil 
feedback is appreciated; it is particularly helpful to 
know what is working well, so that we can let teachers 
know.  All our teachers are working hard to develop 
their lessons and resources.  We have acted on some 
feedback and improved how we set work and provide 
feedback, but we know there are still some issues.  
 
Form tutors will continue to make a weekly phone call, 
so if there are issues accessing work, or work is too 
hard, or there is too much or not enough - please let 
them know. Also, please inform tutors if there is 
anything else we can do to support you through these 
difficult days. 
 
Pupils’ mental health may be affected by the ongoing 
pandemic, there are some resources that you can use 
to support them with this.  Please see the links below 
for online resources.  If you are worried about your 
child’s mental health, please do let the form tutor know 
or ring school and ask to speak top Mr Maynard.  
 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/april/suppo
rting-children-young-people-mental-health 
 
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/product/promo
ting-pupil-wellbeing-when-school-is-online/ 
 
Nicky White 
Principal 
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
4 January 2021: Y11 parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Form Tutor. 
All primary parents to receive a phone call from a 
primary staff member.  
 
27 January 2021: Holocaust memorial day. 
 

1 February 2021: Mental health awareness week. 
 
9 February 2021: Safer Internet day. 
 
22 February 2021: Staff training day. 
 
4 March 2021: World Book Day. 
 
8 March 2021: Primary parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Class teacher in lieu of Parents’ 
Evening. 
 
8 March 2021: Provisional 2-week window for Y11 
trial exams. 
 
26 March 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Summer term 
 
16 April 2021: Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways form 
deadline. 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
Contact us if you child is unwell 
If your child is generally unwell, please could you notify 
the school office each day.  We will then be able to 
notify teachers that your child may be submitting work 
later than the deadline set.  If your child is isolating, is 
suspected of having COVID or has been diagnosed with 
COVID, please could you report this to the school 
office.  We are required to report figures to the 
Department for Education on a daily basis.  
 
Devices Survey 
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Parents and carers were sent a link to a short online 
survey this week.  This survey will help us to 
understand the devices students have and this will aid 
us with out remote learning strategy.  A survey form 
will need to be completed for each child who attends 
Christ’s College. 
 
Please could you complete this by Monday 18 January, 
9am.  
 
Survey link: https://bit.ly/2LgSanv 
 
COIVID-19 Mass Testing 
Email sent to parents and carers this week: 
 
As you will be aware, the Government would like 

schools to carry out COVID-19 testing to identify 

students who may have COVID-19.  Although school is 

currently closed to the majority of students, it is likely 

that the testing programme will be carried out when 

secondary students return after the closure period.  

Testing will take place for those students who are 

accessing the Key Worker provision in Year 7-11, if 

parents give consent.  

We are working to keep our school as safe as possible. 

You may have heard that testing for those without 

coronavirus symptoms is beginning across the country 

using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral 

flow tests’.  

Along with the other protective measures we are 

taking, these tests will help staff and students to 

remain in school safely.  Up to one third of people who 

have coronavirus experience no symptoms.  By testing, 

we will help to stop the virus spreading and help to 

keep our school as safe as possible.  The test is 

voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it. 

Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. 

The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy using a swab 

of your nose and throat.  For under 18s, staff can 

oversee the swab process if a student requires 

assistance.  This leaflet shows the simple testing 

process: https://bit.ly/3n9AEOI. 

Results (which take around half an hour from testing) 

will be shared directly with staff and students 

participating.  Parents will only be informed if a test 

result is positive. 

For your child to take part in the testing, we require 

your consent.  Please read the information in this letter 

carefully.  You will then need to complete the 

electronic consent form (link below) to indicate if you 

give permission for your child to be tested.  You need 

to complete one form for each child you have in Year 

7-11.  Please complete this form by Friday 15 January, 

3pm.   

Link to grant or decline consent for testing: 

https://bit.ly/3s11k86 

Places Available! 
We have a limited number of places available in some 
year groups.  If you know of any family or friends who 
may be interested in joining our wonderful school, 
please ask them to get in touch! 0191 534 444 or email 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk.  Children are able to 
join our school roll whilst the Lockdown is in place.  
Students will follow our remote learning.  
 
School meals 

 
If your child is attending school and requires a school 
meal, please ensure you have enough credit on their 
Parent Pay account. 
 
For children accessing remote learning, please use this 
opportunity to ensure any outstanding school meal 
balance is cleared via Parent Pay. 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
All children entitled to Free School Meals who are NOT 
accessing school provision will be sent electronic 
supermarket vouchers.  We encourage you to sign up 
for Free School Meals if you think you may be eligible, 
as this generates additional funding for the school, 
even if your child brings a packed lunch.   
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

https://bit.ly/2LgSanv
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• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 
assist.   
 
Year 1 
We have been retelling the story of Jack and the 
Beanstalk. We looked at the first plot points of the 
story and practised using a range of descriptive phrases 
to use within our writing. Beautiful writing has been 
produced, by both school and home learners. Here is 
Donjoseph Joshy’s retelling. 
 

 

 
 
 

Year 4 Home Learning 
This week we have been experimenting with sound in 
our Science lessons. Superstar Scientists are: 
 

  
Oliver Richardson’s Straw kazoo 
 

   
 Daniel Mullen’s testing pitch 
 

         
Jack Sunderland’s String telephone, testing pitch and 
straw kazoo 
 

  
Mehak Kuldip’s testing pitch  
 
I hope you enjoyed finding out about pitch and how 
sound travels. Very well done to you all! 
 
 
Indigo Dawson – Excellence in our Community! 
Indigo Dawson, in Year 4, has been raising money in 
memory of her Grandad. She managed to raise £300. 
Indigo was given the decision of how to use the money 
and she chose to donate it her local foodbank. What a 
fantastic example of excellent moral character, and yet 
another way Indigo is demonstrating the core value of 
kindness. Well done Indigo! Here is a copy of the thank 
you card from the foodbank.  
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PE from home 
Thank you to those of you that have already 
downloaded the ‘Sworkit’ and the ‘Step Up’ apps.  We 
would really like to make sure that everyone in our 
school community is remaining active during this time.  
We have been fortunate enough to secure 700 
subscriptions to a fitness app called ‘Sworkit’.  Please 
could you make the effort to follow the instructions 
below and sign up to this free app. 
Sworkit: 

• Using the internet on your device go to the 
following website: 
https://app.sworkit.com/redeem/  

• Select “Sign in with email” — input your own 
email address, name and create your account 
password.  (The school have no access to your 
personal details) 

• Enter your code: syi202010042 

• Click APPLY.  

• You can now download the app on your 
devices and sign in with the information you 
provided. 

 
Step Up Sunderland 
 

As well as the Sworkit app we 
would also like everyone to 
download another free ‘app’ 
called ‘Step Up Sunderland’.  

  
Once downloaded please search for ‘Christ’s College’ in 
the social tab and we will be able track how many steps 
the entire Christ’s College community are achieving.  
On average 2000 steps are equal to 1 mile.  We look 
forward to seeing how active you all are. 
 
If you are struggling for any ideas on keeping active 
then please go to the school website and have a look at 
our PE from Home page.  Please visit the school 
website, Home Learning tab and then PE at home. 
Faith in Our School 
 
We have been considering new beginnings as we 
commenced the new year.   
 
Phil 3 v13 “one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 
We are all praying that 2021 will see the pandemic 
coming under control, the vaccine rollout accelerated 
and a return to ‘normal’ as soon as possible.  For our 
pupils, keeping focussed on their work and helping 
them have a vision for their life, will help them get 
through this time positively.  
 

Year 3 
In our RE lesson this week, we have been learning 
about the Holy Spirit and Jesus being baptised in the 
River Jordan.  Darci Dunn did her own version of Daniel 
Bonnell’s, ‘Baptism of Christ.’  Quite an outstanding 
piece of artwork Darci – well done indeed! 
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