
 
Friday 8 January 2021 
 
Important Dates 
Some dates may need to change given the situation 
with Coronavirus 
 
4 January 2021: Y11 parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Form Tutor. 
All primary parents to receive a phone call from a 
primary staff member.  
 
27 January 2021: Holocaust memorial day. 
 
1 February 2021: Mental health awareness week. 
 
9 February 2021: Safer Internet day. 
 
22 February 2021: Staff training day. 
 
4 March 2021: World Book Day. 
 
8 March 2021: Primary parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Class teacher in lieu of Parents’ 
Evening. 
 
8 March 2021: Provisional 2-week window for Y11 
trial exams. 
 
26 March 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Summer term 
 
16 April 2021: Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways form 
deadline. 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 

Email Sent To Parents and Carers This Week 
Thursday 7 January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers  

Update 7.1.2021  

Following Monday’s announcement that all schools 

must close to the majority of students, please find 

below some important information.  All information 

contained in this email is correct at the time of 

sending.  

Online Learning  

Remote learning has begun for the whole 

school.  Online learning will be delivered through 

Microsoft Teams.  Students have already been issued 

with their username and password.  A guide to how 

Microsoft Teams works can be found 

here: https://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/ho

me-access/  

Students are expected to follow their normal school 

timetabled lessons each day.  Remote learning is not 

optional.  Students must complete this 

and submit tasks by the deadline given.  It is very 

important students keep up with their learning and do 

not fall behind.  

If you experience any issues with accessing online 

learning, please contact us as soon as possible by 

calling the school office or 

emailing enquiries@christscollege.org.uk.  

Work has been set on Teams for this week.  This week’s 

work will contain instructions and some lessons will 

have staff voice-overs on the PowerPoint 

presentation.  As we progress through the term, we 

will be making more use of ‘live’ teaching on 

Teams.  These sessions will be recorded so we can 

cater for those students who may be sharing a device. 

Students can contact their teachers 

directly via Bromcom or Teams if they are struggling 

with the work and need additional support or 

explanations.   

Students who do not complete online learning will be 

invited into school to access the Key Worker 

provision.  If your child is struggling to access online 

learning at home due to device issues or not having 

access to a device, parents can contact the school and 

we can arrange for your child to access the Key Worker 

https://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
https://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk


provision so your child can attend school to complete 

their work.   

BBC2 have three hours of educational programmes 

each morning if access to the internet is limited, or 

children are having to share devices.  Further work or 

lessons on specific subjects can be accessed through 

the Oak Academy: https://classroom.thenational.acad

emy/   

Key Worker Provision  

The children of Key Workers will be able to attend 

school each day.  We will send an electronic form each 

week to parents on a Thursday for you to indicate if 

your child will be attending school.  

Key Worker provision will start at 8:30am for all year 

groups and will end at 3:15pm for all year groups from 

Monday 11 January.  Your child should not be on the 

school site before 8:20am.  Please ensure your child 

arrives by 8:30am and is not late.   

The following gates will be used for entry and 

dismissal from Monday 11 January:  

• Reception and Year 1 and Year 6: Gate A  

• Year 2-5: Gate C  

• Year 7-11: Gate B  

Free School Meals  

If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, we will 

send you an electronic supermarket voucher for each 

week the school is closed to the majority 

of students.  You will not be entitled to these vouchers 

if your child accesses school provision as your child has 

access to school meals.   

Parental Contact Details  

If you have recently moved to a new house, changed 

telephone number or email address, please ensure you 

contact the school office so we can update your 

details.  Please also consider anyone who is listed as an 

emergency contact who may have changed their 

contact details recently.   

Year 11 Exams  

As with all schools, we are awaiting further 

information regarding Summer exams.  Once we have 

official details, we will share these with you.  It is very 

important Year 11 students carry on as normal with 

their work and revision, as we are unaware of what will 

be required from students at this stage.   

The Year 11 BTEC Health and Social Care examination 

which was due to take place in February, after due 

consideration for students’ best interests, has been 

cancelled.  This will enable coursework to be used 

to determine the end of course grade.    

Telephone calls to students and parents  

We are aiming to call parents once a week to check 

how your child and family are doing during the school 

closure.  Please use this call to highlight 

any additional support your family or child may need.   

Final thoughts  

As we live through these challenging times, our faith 

that God is in control is reassuring.  I would like 

to encourage you that we are frequently praying for 

our students, their families, and our community.  We 

are praying that God heals and protects us and the roll 

out of the vaccine will be accelerated.   

A bible verse that has encouraged me through the first 

lock down and is encouraging me now is:  

The Lord bless you and keep you;  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you;  

The Lord turn his face toward you and give you 

peace.  (Numbers 6: 24-26)  

This has been made into a worship song and listening 

it may also encourage you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLNtHTsguFE  

Kind regards 

Nicky White 
Principal 
  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLNtHTsguFE


Places Available! 
We have a limited number of places available in some 
year groups.  If you know of any family or friends who 
may be interested in joining our wonderful school, 
please ask them to get in touch! 0191 534 444 or email 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk.  Children are able to 
join our school roll whilst the Lockdown is in place.  
Students will follow our remote learning.  
 
School meals 

 
If your child is attending school and requires a school 
meal, please ensure you have enough credit on their 
Parent Pay account. 
 
For children accessing remote learning, please use this 
opportunity to ensure any outstanding school meal 
balance is cleared via Parent Pay. 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
All children entitled to Free School Meals who are NOT 
accessing school provision will be sent electronic 
supermarket vouchers.  We encourage you to sign up 
for Free School Meals if you think you may be eligible, 
as this generates additional funding for the school, 
even if your child brings a packed lunch.   
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 
assist.   
 
Year 4   
The children in Year 4 have been learning about 
parables in their R.E. lessons. They have been looking 
closely at the messages and morals in Jesus’ parables. 
This week we challenged the children to plan and 
create their own parable with a hidden message. We 
were very impressed with all of the responses that 
were submitted by the children. Here is an example 
from each class.  

 
Jack Sunderland – 4OB 

mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
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Sophia Finch – 4SK 
 
Year 6 
Well done to all the children in Year 6 who have risen 
to the challenge of completing work online and have 
uploaded their work to Teams. Please remember to 
read instructions very carefully and complete 
powerpoints before attempting quizzes. Please also 
remember to upload a photograph of your work before 
handing in. 
 
In Humanities, we have begun a new geography topic 
about our extreme earth. Take a look at Rosie 
Qurbani’s cross section of the earth and facts about the 
earth’s different layers: 

 

The Year 6 key worker children working from school are 
racing ahead with their Daily Mile runs every day 
(weather permitting!). On Thursday afternoon, they 
ran 1.5 miles in 15 minutes around the school grounds. 
Despite the cold weather, it has been refreshing to get 
moving outside of the classroom. Check out our run 
statistics! How’s your running at home? 
 

 
 
Year 1 
Year 1 students have been looking at the story of Jack 
and the Beanstalk this week and have focused on using 
repeated phrases and adjectives to add detail to their 
stories. There have been some excellent pieces of 
written work produced in school and at home. Here is 
one example. 
 

 
Dexter Grier Year 1 
 
Year 5 
The Year 5 children have started a new unit of work in 
English – an adventure story!  All children, both those 
in school and those at home, have worked hard this 
week trying to use adventurous vocabulary in their 
writing and including both short and complex 
sentences for impact.  We are continuing to follow The 
Write Stuff scheme of work, concentrating on learning 
chunks to build up our paragraphs.  Please continue to 



upload images of all the work produced at home, as it 
is lovely to see how well everyone is doing. 
 

 
 
PE from home 
We would really like to make sure that everyone in our 
school community is remaining active during this time.  
We have been fortunate enough to secure 700 
subscriptions to a fitness app called ‘Sworkit’.  Please 
could you make the effort to follow the instructions 
below and sign up to this free app. 
Sworkit: 

• Using the internet on your device go to the 
following website: 
https://app.sworkit.com/redeem/  

• Select “Sign in with email” — input school 
email, name and create your account 
password 

• Enter your code: syi202010042 

• Click APPLY.  

• You can now download the app on your 
devices and sign in with the information you 
provided. 

 
Step Up Sunderland 
 

As well as the Sworkit app we 
would also like everyone to 
download another free ‘app’ 
called ‘Step Up Sunderland’.  

  
Once downloaded please search for ‘Christ’s College’ in 
the social tab and we will be able track how many steps 
the entire Christ’s College community are achieving.  
On average 2000 steps are equal to 1 mile.  We look 
forward to seeing how active you all are. 
 
 
Uniform Update 
Emblematic are continuing to process all internet and 

email orders.  They have a number of staff currently 

working from home and therefore their phones will 

only be available to parents on a Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday.  However, their 

email customerservices2@emblematic.co.uk is 

monitored every day. 

They are currently ordering all of their stock for this 

Summer and improving their “Help with Sizing” details 

on their website to ensure they do not have the sizing 

issues they had in 2020. 

 

By Amelia 

Spelman. 
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