
 
Friday 11 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As this term draws to close, all the staff at Christ’s 
College would like to pass on our thanks to you all for 
supporting us through this most difficult of times due 
to the Pandemic.  
 
How our pupils have conducted themselves and the 
measures we have put into place to reduce the spread 
of Corona Virus in our school; has meant that we have 
had very few cases compared to other schools in the 
area.  
 
We continue to pray for all our community, that God 
will protect us all and heal those who do sadly become 
ill.  
 
Our pupils have been working diligently and are 
catching up on the lost learning from earlier this year.  
We are particularly proud of how well our Y11 have 
performed in their mock GCSEs.  There is still much to 
be done to help prepare them for their exams.  The 
current position is that they will take their exams about 
three weeks later than normal and that the content of 
the exams is slightly reduced.  We will be informing Y11 
parents of these changes in detail in January.  
 
In Primary, current Y2 pupils will not have to take the 
formal KS1 SATs, Y4 will not have to take the externally 
assessed times tables test and Y6 will not have to take 
the Grammar Punctuation and Spelling Paper.  Whilst 
this takes the pressure of a little, all these aspects are 
important for future progress so we will still be 
teaching them to ensure pupils are ready for the next 
stage in their education.  
 
Work continues to improve the building and the 
classrooms, so that pupils have the best facilities.  
The stained glass window has now been restored and 
we are hoping to convert the main hall into a beautiful 
library and resource centre.  
We have had an external audit of our library books and 
taken out all the books that are now very out of date or 
damaged.  We are working to try to access grants and 
funds to replenish the stock with books our pupils want 
to read.  There is an exciting initiative at the end of the 
letter, that will enable us to start buying the books we 
need as soon as we can. If you have any contacts or 
further ideas to raise money for books, please do let 
me know.  
 

 
 
Important Dates 
4 January 2021: Start of the Lent Term  
 
4 January 2021: Y11 parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Form Tutor. 
 
21 January 2021: Y11 apprenticeships assembly. 
 
27 January 2021: Holocaust memorial day. 
 
1 February 2021: Mental health awareness week. 
 
1 February 2021: Year 8 and Year 9 parents receive a 
phone call during this week from Form Tutor. 
 
9 February 2021: Safer Internet day. 
 
22 February 2021: Staff training day. 
 
1 March 2021: Year 7 parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Form Tutor. 
 
4 March 2021: World Book Day. 
 
8 March 2021: Primary parents receive a phone call 
during this week from Class teacher. 
 
8 March 2021: Provisional 2-week window for Y11 
trial exams. 
 
22 March 2021: Year 10 and Year 11 parents receive a 
phone call during this week from Form Tutor. 
 
26 March 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 
 
12 April 2021: Start of Trinity term 
 
16 April 2021: Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways form 
deadline. 
 
29 April 2021: Junior Maths Challenge. 
 
17 May 2021: Mental Health awareness week. 
 
7 June 2021: Y10 Trial Exams begin. 
 
6 July 2021: Provisional Primary Sports Day. 
 
7 July 2021: Provisional Secondary Sports Day. 
 
9 July 2021: Virtual awards assembly for students. 



 
9 July 2021: Last date for legacy GHCS uniform.  All 
students must wear Christ’s College uniform from 
September 2021.  Not, as incorrectly printed last week 
on the newsletter, January 2021.   
 
9 July 2021: End of academic year. 
 
Places Available! 
We have a limited number of places available in some 
year groups.  If you know of any family or friends who 
may be interested in joining our wonderful school, 
please ask them to get in touch! 0191 534 444 or email 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
Emmaus Reverse Advent Calendar 

 
 
I would like to thank you for the huge response to our 
reverse advent calendar appeal for Emmaus.  We have 
collected fourteen boxes of food and items for some of 
the most vulnerable in our society, your generosity has 
been quite over whelming.   
 
John Harrison, The Community Manager of Emmaus 
Northeast made a video to express a “huge thank you 
for your donations, they are very gratefully 
received…the donations will help a lot of families and 
older people in the community.” 
 
HopeSpring 
Similar generosity had been shown to our online 
support of HopeSpring’s Christmas appeal for 
teenagers leaving the care system, and potentially 
facing their first Christmas on their own.  I am pleased 
to announce that donations to Hope Spring’s Christmas 
appeal totalled £235.90, thank you again for your care 
and generosity. 
 
Sophie Wyatt from HopeSpring said “please pass on our 
thanks to the parents and College community. We 
really do appreciate having your support, several years 
running now, in spreading kindness at Christmas to 
some of the most vulnerable children and young people 

in Sunderland. It really does make a difference- 
especially after such a hard year. We at Hopespring 
wish you all a wonderful Christmas!” 
 
Attendance 

All students must attend every day and aim 
for 100% attendance.  It is very important 
that your son or daughter attends each 

day, as being absent will result in them falling behind 
with their studies.   
 
Being absent, even in the lower years of Primary school 
has been proven to impact grades and progress of 
children in future years.  When your child is absent they 
will end up with gaps in their knowledge, which will 
impact them as they progress through school.  There is 
a direct correlation between attendance and grades 
achieved in exams.  Please support us to get the best 
out of your child by ensuring they attend every day. 
 
My Child At School (MCAS) – Activate your account! 

We still have a number of parents who have not 
activated their MCAS account.  You should have 
received an email with your login details.  Please 
contact the College office if you have not received this 
or are experiencing issues logging in.  Please telephone 
or email enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
We are recruiting for school Governors! 
Do you have: 

• An interest in our student’s future? 

• A desire to make a difference? 

• Time (five meetings per year, which mainly 
take place on an evening). 

 
We need people who will: 

• Attend governor meetings and will listen and 
not be afraid to ask questions or make 
suggestions. 

• Work in partnership with the Principal to raise 
standards. 

mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk


• Get to know the strengths and weaknesses of 
the school. 

• Influence our children’s futures. 
 
By becoming a governor, you can really serve the 
community.  You don’t need any expertise.  You will 
gain useful experience and new skills. Please email 
ctaylor@esf-mail.org.uk if you are interested in 
becoming a governor at Christ’s College.  
 
Uniform 

 
Many thanks to students, parents 
and carers who ensure uniform 

always meets the expected standard.   
 
If you require replacement items, these are still 
available to order next week for delivery in time for 4th 
January 2021 from 
https://emblematic.co.uk/schools/ccs-online./ 
 
 
Haircuts and colours  

We are aware that some of our older students 
like to try out different hair colours over the 
holiday period.  Please ensure any products 
used are not permanent and that hair colours 

are natural in time for the 4th January.  
  
Hair must not be cut shorter than a number 3.  
 
Please update your contact details! 

We would like to 
communicate with 
you via ParentPay. 

Due to data protection, the school is unable to input 
any existing contact information we may hold for you 
onto ParentPay.   Please could you therefore log onto 
your child’s ParentPay account and ensure you have 
recorded both an e-mail address and a mobile number.    
 
We are a cashless school, so all payments should now 
be made via Parent Pay.  
 
 If you have not yet activated your child’s account, 
could you please do so as soon as possible.  Activation 
details are available from the College office.  
 
School Meals 
Parents are reminded that school meals must be paid 
for in advance.  Please remember to top your child’s 
account up on a regular basis.  If your child has no 
available credit on their Parent Pay account, they must 
bring in a packed lunch. 
 
 
 

Eligibility for Free School Meals  
Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both:   

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
  
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 
You should hear whether your application has been 
successful within 10 working days. If you have not 
heard, then please contact the College at 
enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 
assist.   
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ctaylor@esf-mail.org.uk
https://emblematic.co.uk/schools/ccs-online./
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk


Music  
 Primary pupils worked hard in the 
production of their Nativities and in music 
lessons they played instruments to 
accompany and familiarise themselves 
with the songs.  

 
Secondary pupils were not able to put on a concert or 
carol service, but Year 7 and 8 pupils learnt to play 
Christmas songs on the keyboard. Year 9 pupils worked 
on arrangements of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and 
‘Merry Christmas Everybody’ in their lessons.  
 
Pupils from Years 7 and 8 submitted entries for a Music 
Competition. Entries were received from singers, 
guitarists and pianists.  
 
Congratulations to everyone who took part. The 
winner in Year 7 was Scarlett-Marie Ruyten who sang 
'When Christmas Comes to Town' and the winner in 
Year 8 was Ruby Greenhalgh-Ditch who played 'Basket 
Case' by Green Day.  
 
Extracts from the winning entries will be posted on 
Twitter and the school website. 
 
Primary Christmas Card competition 
Last week the primary children were asked to enter 
into a Christmas card competition based on the nativity 
story. The GCSE Art students were asked to be the 
judges and had a hard time picking from all the 
fantastic entries. A massive congratulations to our 
winners:  
 
 

Year 1 and 2: 
Jessica Bramley 

Miss Whan 
 
 
                                  

 
     Year 3 and 4: 

                                                 Jack Rawding 
Mrs O’Brien      

 
 
 
 
  
 

Year 5 and 6: 
Amani Adil 
Miss Moat 

Christingle 

This week, the primary children made their own 
Christingles. They then enjoyed singing carols in the 
hall, whilst their Christingles glowed. It was a lovely, 
festive moment for all involved! 
 
Primary French 

Since the lockdown this year, we 
have followed Anne-Marie 
Parker’s progress on Duolingo. 
Learning French every day on this 
app has seen her hit a new high 
this week. Look at her statistics 
for the year! 

 
Extremely well done, Anne-Marie, for your 
commitment and progress. Super! 
 
Don’t forget that you can also practise your French 
using www.linguascope.com 
 
Username: christscoll 
Password: learnfren 
 
There are some lovely games and activities through 
which you can learn Christmas 
vocabulary in French, too!  
Joyeux Noël! 
 
 
Well Done, Elliot! 

A huge congratulations to Elliot Woods 
who sat his ABRSM exam and achieved 
an impressive Grade 5 in music theory.  
A superb achievement! 
 
 
 

 

http://www.linguascope.com/


Coronavirus 
Should your child test positive for Covid-19 during the 
Christmas break, please can you email the College 
office (enquiries@christscollege.org.uk) and let us 
know the following: 

• Name of the child and year group. 

• Date symptoms started. 

• Date of test. 

• Date of test results. 
 
Primary Start Times  

As we seek to further improve this process and to move 

closer to the school’s pre-covid start time, we would 

like all children to be inside Gate A, Gate B or Gate C by 

8.40am at the latest. This will ensure that children are 

in class, bags unpacked and ready to begin their first 

lesson at 8.45am. 

The Gates A-C will therefore be closed at 8.40am. The 

front of school will still be supervised by staff, who will 

direct (or take) any late-comers through the front 

office to be registered there. They will then be taken to 

their classroom to join in with the lesson which will 

have already begun at that point. 

Thank you again for your continued support with this.  

The pupils have really adapted well to these changes.  

Y7-Y11 reports 
 Reports have been issued to Y7-11 
students today (Y7 reports have been 
posted).  Please discuss this report with 
your child and help them to set targets 
for improvement next term.  Please 
contact your child’s Head of Key Stage if 

you would like to discuss your child’s report.   
 
We have slightly changed our reporting format this 
year.  You will receive a report at the end of each term.  
This will contain a comment from your child’s Form 
Tutor or a member of the leadership and management 
team.  As ever, if you have any concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact us throughout the school year.  We 
are keen to work with parents and carers to ensure we 
do the very best for your child.  
 
Faith in our school  
This week we have been considering the birth of Jesus, 
through the eyes of Mary and Joseph. They both 
demonstrated significant faith and obedience to the 
requests God made to them. 
 
38 Mary answered, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let 
everything you’ve said happen to me.” 
 
30 The angel told her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. You have 
found favour  with God.  31 You will become pregnant, 

give birth to a son, and name him Jesus. 32 He will be a 
great man and will be called the Son of the Most High.  
 
The birth of Jesus was the beginning of the story that 
led to his death and resurrection. God came to live with 
us here on Earth.  This Christmas the hope of a saviour 
is still relevant and the season gives us an opportunity 
to reflect on what that means to us and how we can 
have a relationship with God.  
 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 
you will call him Immanuel. “God with us”” .                          
Isaiah 7:14 
  
Easy Fundraising 

 As part of our drive to 

improve and enhance our 

facilities and the overall 

education provision here 

at Christ’s College, we will 

be launching – on Monday 14 December - a new 

initiative to fill our library with wonderful new books 

that will inspire our pupils and promote a lifelong love 

of reading. We need your help and support to achieve 

this aim, but this time it doesn’t involve a collecting 

bucket or any out-of-pocket fundraising at all.  Instead, 

all we ask you to do is to consider us when you are 

shopping online, either for goods or services. 

“Easyfundraising” works with over 4,000 of the biggest 

online retailers and service providers and has already 

raised almost £32 million for local causes.  They collect 

referral fees from online companies when customers 

are passed from the easyfundraising website to each 

separate company.  That means when you shop with 

one of these companies – depending on the products 

you are purchasing – a fee of between 0.5% and 3% will 

be passed to Christ’s College.  All you need to do is one 

of the following three things: 

1. Link to these companies by first going to the Christ’s 

College easyfundraing page - 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/christscol

legesunderland/ 

                                                or…. 

2. Install the easyfundraising  “Donate Reminder” on 

your PC or mobile.  This will automatically identify 

companies that will support Christ’s College 

                                                or…. 

3. Install the easyfundraising app on their mobile 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/christscollegesunderland/
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In addition to the big retailers, you can also support 

Christ’s College by using the easyfundraising page to 

access price comparison websites for energy providers, 

insurance companies, holiday bookings and other 

services.   

All it takes is to remember to first link via our 

easyfundraising page 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/christscol

legesunderland/ or install the “Donate Reminder” or 

the app, and you can directly support us without 

spending an additional penny.  We will keep you 

updated as to how things progress and we hope you 

will choose to help us restock the library for your 

children. 

Getting support during the Christmas break 
Kooth – online counselling service for 10yrs – 25yrs up 
to 10pm each day.  https://www.kooth.com/  
 
Childline – For Children to discuss worries or concerns. 
https://www.childline.org.uk/.  0800 1111. 
 
Christmas Raffle  

 
 
Thank you to everyone who bought tickets and 
donated gifts for our Christmas raffle. We raised £239. 
 
The prize winners are: 

• Large Hamper - Hattie Hughes  

• Beauty Hamper - Logan Dobinson 

• Sweets Hamper - Elaine Thompson 

• Wine Hamper - Rhys Watson 

• Christ’s College Teddy - Angel Bannan 
 

Message from the Principal 
We pray and hope you all have a wonderful Christmas 
and a happy new year. 
 

 
Miss N White 
Principal 
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