
 
Friday 2 October 2020 
 
Important Dates 
Monday 5 October: World Space Week 
Tuesday 6 October: Deadline for returning annual 
data collection form 
  
Microsoft Office 365 and Microsoft Teams 

All students at Christ’s College have 
access to Microsoft Office 365. This is 
a suite of programmes including 
Word, Excel and PowerPoint. Students 
can access Office 365 at 
www.office.com and sign in by using 

their College login details. You can even install Office 
365 on up to 5 devices.  
 
In the last two weeks we have 
introduced all students in years 5-11 
to Microsoft Teams. If your child is in 
Reception or Years 1-4, you will have 
received a user guide by e-mail to 
help you get logged on with your child. Students in 
Reception will receive their log-in details next week. 
Teams is an outstanding online classroom where 
students can engage with studies, submit work and 
receive feedback, and even experience live teaching. 
As well as becoming core to daily life in school, it will 
be invaluable if individuals or groups have to self-
isolate over the coming months. Please check with your 
child that they can log in and access Teams.  
 
Cycling to School 
It is wonderful to see so many 
students cycling to College each 
day. Please ensure your child has a 
lock to secure their bike, that a 
helmet is worn and that the bike is 
safe, including brakes and lights. 
 
Year 1 Victorian Experience 
Year One students (and staff) have stepped back in 
time to the Victorian era this week. Everyone was 
dressed up in Victorian-style clothing and enjoyed a 
variety of activities.  
 
We had a virtual visit to Beamish Museum where we 
found lots of Victorian toys hidden amongst the 
Victorian artefacts. We looked at a range of items from 
a Victorian home and street from our Museum Box. We 
also made some puppets or played Parlour games. 
There was even some Victorian sponge cake saved for 
tea at home. 

  

 

  
 
Face Coverings: Y7-Y11 

As you will be aware from previous 
correspondence, all students (unless 
exempted) in Y7-Y11 must bring a face 
covering to school.  This is due to the 

local lockdown measures which are in place for the 
North East of England.   
 
It is compulsory for face coverings to be worn inside the 
building when these students move to around 
communal areas.  Could we please ask parents and 
carers to ensure their child brings a face covering, 
which must not offend or upset, and a spare.  Thank 
you for your cooperation with this important matter. 
 
Face Coverings: Primary Years 
Face coverings are not worn by students in primary 
years unless there is a medical requirement to do so. 
  

http://www.office.com/


Parent Pay – Meal Balances 
If you child stays for school meals, please 
ensure they have enough money on their 
Parent Pay account to pay for lunches.   
 

Data Collection forms 
Our annual data collections forms were 
distributed last week.  Please ensure the 
form is returned to the College office by 
Tuesday 6 October. 

 
Virtual Open Evening – Coming soon! 
Our virtual open evening will be available online soon!  
Please spread the word to any family or friends who 
have children starting Reception or Year 7 in 
September 2021.   
 
We currently have a number of limited places available 
in some other year groups for an immediate start.  
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals  

Many parents are now applying 
for Free School Meals as a result 
of circumstances that may have 
changed due to the economic 
effects of the pandemic.  If that is 

the case, your son or daughter may have become 
eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the 
vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
receive any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

 Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you receive 
any of these benefits and your child is both: 

 Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

 In full-time education 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
 
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 

You should hear whether your application has been 

successful within 10 working days. If you have not 

heard, then please contact the College at 

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 

assist.  

 

Year 5 Writing 

We are proud of the children in Year 5 and how they 

have settled into our new English scheme.  The effort 

that they are demonstrating is pleasing and worth 

sharing. 

 

This work by Carter Cunningham-Boyd impressed Mrs 

Glass.  Carter embedded a relative clause to provide 

extra information as well as including a punctuated list 

of positive moments to set the scene. 

 
 

This work by Olivia McPheators caught Miss Peacock’s 

attention because she included both a simile and 

onomatopoeia to deepen the moment. 
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