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Friday 5 June 

 

Thought for the Week 
This week Christians celebrate the great feast of 

Pentecost. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost marked the 

birth of the church for the early Christians. Up until this 

point, the Apostles had failed to fully understand all the 

teachings of Jesus and they felt lonely and afraid 

without him there to lead them. They had in fact locked 

themselves away from the world outside. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit gave them the confidence to 

go out and preach the Good News about all that Jesus 

had done and they were able to talk to the nations in a 

language that spoke of love for mankind. 

In our very unusual world of today we too might be 

fearful of taking those steps out of lockdown and back 

out into the world. Much is still unknown about the 

future and we can read so many mixed messages that 

leave us bewildered. At this moment in life we need to 

trust in God, that he will send his Holy Spirit to give 

strength to our world. 

Psalm 104 
“Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 
And renew the face of the earth” 
 

Claire Phillips 

 

Fun in the sun 

        

Keyworker arts and crafts 

This week, the key worker children have been having 

fun in the sun and doing arts and crafts.  making stick 

people and weaving using twigs and wool. We used 

paper plates, wool, and feathers.   

 

 

 

 

FREE Microsoft Office 

 

 
 

Students of Christ’s College are eligible to download 

Microsoft Office for FREE on up to 5 devices.   

 



2 
 

Instructions of how to install can be found here: 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-

access/ 

 

If your child can’t remember their username and 

password for the College IT system, please contact the 

College Office (equiries@christscollege.org.uk). 

 

Eligibility for Free School Meals  
 

Some families’ financial 
circumstances may have changed 
due to the economic effects of 
the pandemic.  If that is the case, 

your son or daughter may have become eligible to 
receive Free School Meals, including the vouchers 
referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
get any of the following: 
 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

 Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you get any 
of these benefits and your child is both: 
 

 Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

 In full-time education 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll 
remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling 
(primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 

To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
 
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 

You should hear whether your application has been 

successful within 10 working days. If you have not 

heard, then please contact the College at 

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 

assist.  

 

Confined cooking 

 

Lots of you 

have been 

sending in your 

efforts at 

cooking a range 

of meals during 

lockdown, just 

like this Italian chicken from Joel in Y9. All the 

submissions look amazing! We have had everything 

from cakes and smoothies to chicken nuggets and 

Bolognese. Well done to everyone who has used their 

food recipe books to create meals and dishes for 

themselves and others! 

 

Be an Illustrator – JK Rowling Competition 
J K Rowling, the writer of Harry Potter has begun to 
release her new children’s book on-line where it is free 
to read.  The Ickabog is a fairy tale which introduces the 
universal themes of truth and abuse of power.  You can 
read the story so far here: 
https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story .  
 

Alongside publishing the story, Rowling is looking for 

young illustrators to submit pictures to accompany the 

story.  Suggestions for illustrations are being published 

for each chapter but Rowling says she wants entrants 

to let their imaginations run wild.  The competition is 

open to anyone between the ages of 7-12 and the best 

entries will be chosen to feature in the book when it 

goes into print, as well as being displayed on the 

website.  For more details or to submit your 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/home-access/
mailto:equiries@christscollege.org.uk
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story
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illustrations go to: 

https://www.theickabog.com/competition  

 

Carnegie/Greenaway Shadowing – ALCS Writing 

Competition 

 
 

Imagine you could spend the day with your 

favourite fictional character in their fictional 

world.  Write about the day in no more than 300 

words.   Where would you go?  What would you 

do?  ALCS would like you to explore this idea in 

their new writing competition.   For more details 

and an entry form, click on the link below. 

 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/ALCS-CKG-2020-

Competition.pdf  

 

 

Calling all Poets and Languages enthusiasts: 
The Stephen Spender Prize 2020, in association 
with The Guardian 

 
The Stephen Spender Prize for poetry in translation, in 
association with The Guardian, is now open for entries.  
For the competition you need to find a poem you like 
originally written and published in a different language 
and translate it into English – then provide a 
commentary on how you made the translation. 

Youth Prize entry guidelines 

Please submit an English translation of a published 
poem from any language, together with a commentary 
of no more than 300 words: giving 3 examples of 
difficult decisions that you had to make when 
translating the poem, and explaining how you 
overcame them.  

For example, the commentary could discuss:  

 A particular word or phrase which 
presented a challenge to translate 

 A cultural reference which needed to be 
adapted in translation 

 Any particular problems presented by the 
style/form of the original poem. For 
example, if the original is in a particular 
form — rhyme or a regular metre — was it 
possible to preserve that form in English, or 
did you decide to make changes? 

Please note that the commentary will be judged on 
content rather than style. The translation should be no 
more than 60 lines (extracts are accepted).  

The poem you translate can be from any language, 
ancient or modern. We want to celebrate poetry in all 
its forms and genres— texts from rap, spoken word 
and slam poetry are eligible and very welcome. Entries 
must still be in written form, but any commended 
entrants from rap/spoken word/slam genres would 
later be invited to make a video, should they wish, for 
publication on our website and social media channels.  

We also welcome BSL entries. A BSL video of the 
original poem can be submitted, although the 
translation itself should still be in written form.  

The closing date is 17 July 2020, and full details are 
available on the SST website here. 

English Star of the week 

 

This week we want to acknowledge the hard work 
of Annabelle Higgins in Y7.  Throughout the school 
closure period Annabelle has worked diligently 
completing work set, as well as additional tasks 
including reviewing Carnegie Books.  Well done 
Annabelle – keep up the good work. 

Here is Annabelle’s review of The Black Flamingo 
by Dean Atta: 

https://www.theickabog.com/competition
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ALCS-CKG-2020-Competition.pdf
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ALCS-CKG-2020-Competition.pdf
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ALCS-CKG-2020-Competition.pdf
x-apple-data-detectors://24/
https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=985664f654&e=17ba283ebd
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This book was an amazing 
read! I recommend this 
book to people aged 13-20 
because it is very mature 
and talks about important 
topics like identity and 
discrimination. However, it 
contains many poems and 
effective writing techniques 
which I found very 

interesting.  

I didn't like the description of life when he was in 
year 7 because when you read a book, you make a 
bond with the character, so, when they are sad, it 
made me sad.  

This book is very good at helping you to learn 
about and cope with your own identity because 
you can learn from other people’s mistakes and 
laugh about the jokes. I really enjoyed this book 
and hope lots of other people will because it is a 
very good read with a lot of poems. I rate it a solid 
ten out of ten.  

Dean Atta is a very good author and I will try to 
read more of his books in the future. 

Rose Lawson in Year 9 also reviewed The Black 
Flamingo.  Here are her thoughts. 

‘The Black Flamingo’ by Dean Atta is a book about 
a boy named Michael and it explores themes of 
homophobia, transphobia and racism, but teaches 
that everyone is equal in this world.  

Once Michael goes to university, he tries to 
remodel himself and discover a passion. He joins 
one of the Society’s which encourages drama and 
theatre. When Michael takes the stage under his 
stage name, ‘The Black Flamingo’, his talent for 
performance shines and he finally realises that he 
belongs on the stage.  

I loved this book, in particular, its poetic structure. 
I would recommend this book to all secondary 
school students! 

Well done Rosie. 

If you would like to read this book, or any of the 
others in this year’s Carnegie Shortlist, you will find 
links to the books and resources here: 

Shadowing 2020 Digital Access – The CILIP 
Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Children's Book 
Awards 

Y11: Setting of Work 

We are aware that many Further Education providers 

are now setting work for students due to start in 

September.  We will therefore not be setting any 

further work on Show My Homework for Year 11.   

 

However, if you do require any work for your child, 

please email enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we 

will be happy to provide this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/shadowing-2020-digital-access/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/shadowing-2020-digital-access/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/shadowing-2020-digital-access/
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk

