
Science Year 5 Spring 2 
Life Cycles 

Vocabulary 

Mammal, bird,  

sexual reproduction,  

life cycle,  

gestation,  

foetus, sperm,  

egg, uterus,  

chick, egg,  

baby, adult, 

mammal, bird, 

 

 

 amphibian, insect, reproduction, 

asexual & sexual reproduction,  

metamorphosis, amphibian, insect 

Gamete, stamen,  

stigma, carpel, pistil,  

pollination, germination,  

flowering, sexual reproduction,  

life cycle, seed, pollen,  

anther, filament, style,  

ovary, botanical illustration,  

dissection  

 

 

Key Knowledge 

A life cycle is the series of changes in the 
life of a living thing and includes these basic 

stages: birth, growth, reproduction and 
death. 

 Mammals' life cycles include the stages: 
embryo, baby, adolescent and adult.  

Amphibians' life cycles include the stages: 
egg, larva (tadpole), adolescent and adult.  

Some insects' (butterflies, beetles and 
bees) life cycles include the stages: egg, lar-

va, pupa and adult.  

Birds' life cycles include the stages: egg, 
baby, adolescent and adult.  

 Amphibians and insects undergo metamor-
phosis during their life cycles. Complete 

metamorphosis is a stage in the growth of 
some animals in which the new form looks 
completely different from the old, e.g. in 
life cycles of butterflies and frogs, while 

some insects, e.g. grasshoppers and dragon-
flies, go through incomplete metamorphosis 
with repeated stages of growth & moulting 

called instars.  

Mammals have a fairly simple life cycle and 
reproduce using sexual reproduction - once 

male (sperm) and female (egg) gametes come 
together through internal fertilisation, a 

foetus forms which remains in the mother’s 
uterus for a gestation period.  

Plants can reproduce sexually or asexually 
and sometimes both. 

Dig Deeper Questions 
Can you describe the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 

and a bird? 

Which plants can reproduce both sexually 
and asexually? 

Why might this be?  

Can you describe the la more unusual life cy-
cle, such as a spiny anteater or a kangaroo? 

Explain about migration and how that could 
be part of an animals’ lifecycle. 

 

 


