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Friday 13th December 2019 

Important Dates 

 

• Year 11 Parents evening: Thursday 9th January 

2020,  4-6:30pm 

• Applications for students to start in Reception 

September 2020: closing date 15th January 

2020 

• Derwent Hill – Year 5 Residential information 

meeting: Tuesday, January 14th 2020 at 3:45 

pm 

• Year 8 Parents evening: Thursday 23rd January  

2020, 4:00-6:30pm 

• PTPA event Astronomy Evening: Tuesday 25th 

February 2020. 
 

It is hard to believe that this is the last week of the 

Autumn term. This term has flown by and it has been 

lovely to see the increase of activities and opportunities 

for the students. This week has been particularly busy 

with all the Christmas activities. The Primary years 

nativity performances were particularly popular and 

we had in excess of 100 parents and family members to 

each performance. Then students did exceptionally 

well and I would like to thank them and all their 

teachers for their dedication to learning lines, creating 

costumes etc to make the events so successful.  

 

Hope Spring Charity 

 

Thank you for 

all the 

generous 

donations for 

the Hope 

Spring Charity. 

15 hampers 

were made up full of Christmas goodies. This is a 

tremendous achievement and a lovely gift to people in 

our local community.   

           

 

 

Christmas Door Competition 

 

All the tutor groups/ classes from Reception to Year 11 

took part in the Christmas door competition. Students 

had to design a door based on the theme of Christmas 

Carols. There was high competition between the 

classes and so many imaginative ideas. Judges had a 

difficult job to decide which ones would win! 

 

3 Gordon 

won Best all-

round door 

in Primary. 

10 Morrell/ 

Daniels won 

in the 

secondary 

years - Little 

Donkey.  

 

 

Year 6 Ng 

created a very 

individual door 

with lots of 

handmade 

origami stars 

created by the 

children.  

 

Year 10 

Leadley/ 

Maughan created an impressive 

‘O Christmas Tree’ door.  

 

Reception staff did an 

amazing job of creating 

a Nativity frieze in the 

whole of their area. The 

children each decorated 

a beautiful star.  

 

 

 



This morning we had our final term celebration 

assembly and Mrs Wilkinson, 

from Save the Children, came to 

speak to our students on where 

the money raised from Christmas 

Jumper Day goes. The students 

heard how it is used to provide 

basic needs for children around 

the need who are lacking in the 

basics.  A grand total of £461.64 was raised. 

 

End of Term Awards 

 

There were also a series of awards given out for 

attendance, praise points and students demonstrating 

the core values. 84 students this term achieved 100% 

attendance. 1 Whan, 4 OBrien, 6 Haydon, 8 Wood, 10 

Leadley/Maughan – all won a tub of sweets for their 

tutor group for the highest attendance in their key 

stage. John Hogg (4 Johnson) and Olivia Emmerson (7 

Lancaster) were awarded by their teachers for 

demonstrating the core values this term.  In years 7-11 

the following students were Praise Point Champion for 

their year group: Sean Baxter (Year 7), Demi 

Cunningham (Year 8), Aryan Adil (Year 9), Charlie Karin 

(Year 10) and Joseph Carr (Year 11). Ethan Lister, Year 

7), Theo Woods (Year 6) and Abby Forster (Year 10) all 

won a prize for reading this term.  

 

 

Christmas Cracker was 

launched at Christ’s 

College this year and 

students in their Houses 

enjoyed 16 rounds of Christmas quizzes and 

competitions. There was great competition between 

the groups and fun was had by everybody. Parks House 

won 1st Prize with 187 points.  

 

Finally, the PTPA generously donated a Christmas 

hamper and students in both Primary and Secondary 

had to guess its weight. Evie Hodgson in Year 11 was 

the closest.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 

your support this term and on behalf of all the staff at 

Christ’s College, wish you a very happy and joyful 

Christmas.  

 

Mrs Roberts 

2020 National Tree Week 

 
November 30th marked 

the beginning of 

National Tree Week.  

This is the UK's largest 

annual tree celebration, 

marking the start of the 

winter planting season 

annual tree celebration 

annual tree celebration, 

marking the start of the 

winter tree planting 

season. 

 

As part of Year 3’s 

current Science topic – 

Plants, the pupils celebrated the event by each planting 

a horse chestnut seed.  Hopefully, come next 

November, we will have forty healthy saplings to plant 

into the ground outside.  Conkers galore! 

 

KS2 Drama workshop 

 
 

The junior pupils had a thoroughly inspiring day 

working alongside our visiting actor Chris 

Connaughton.  After listening to his version of A 

Christmas Carol, the children did some acting 

improvisations and then, imagining themselves as 

Scrooge, wrote a letter to Bob Cratchit, asking for 

forgiveness and pledging how they would keep the 

spirit of Christmas all the year round. 

  



Derwent Hill – Year 5 Residential 

A final information meeting will be held in the Main Hall 

for parents and pupils on Tuesday, January 14th 2020 

at 3:45 pm.   

May we also remind you that the final balance of 

£245.00 should be paid in full by Friday, January 24th 

2020.  All payments must be done through Parent Pay.   

In the meantime, if you have any questions please do 

not hesitate to ask.   The Derwent Hill website 

(www.derwenthill.co.uk) also contains a wealth of 

information and is especially worth visiting. 

 

 

Year 5 French 

 

Please find below the answers to the Palais de 

Versailles quiz. 

1. How many rooms are there in the Palais de 

Versailles? 2,300 

2. How far is it from Paris? 13.5 miles 

3. Which king lived there? Louis XiV 

4. How many fountains are in the grounds of the 

palace? 55 

5. What is the Petit Trianon? A small castle in the 

grounds on the Palais de Versailles. Marie-

Antoinette lived there. 

 

Reports: Year 7-Y11 

Students in the Secondary College (Y7-Y11) have been 

issued with reports today.  There is a letter with each 

report to explain the grading methods and the criteria 

for effort, homework, behaviour and equipment. 

 

 

 

Year 11 Trial Examination Results 

 

Year 11 students have their mock results included in 

their report.  Please discuss these with your child.  We 

will be arranging meetings in the New Year to speak 

with parents where we have concerns.   

 

With hard work and dedication, it is common that most 

students will increase by at least one grade, if not two 

or more by the Summer.   

 

Please remind your child that a minimum of two hours 

revision per night should be completed.  This should be 

increased as we get closer to the exam season. 

 

Students who are sitting BTEC examinations in 

February for Health and Social Care and Digital 

Information Technology, should use this break as an 

opportunity to fully prepare for the important external 

examination.  This carries a large weighting for the 

overall qualification and it also means it is one less 

exam to sit in the summer if students get it right first 

time.   

 

Save the date 
PTPA Astronomy 

Evening 

 

Sunderland 

Astronomy Society 

will be running an 

Astronomy evening. 

Tickets will be priced 

£3 for adults and free 

for children. All children must be accompanied by an 

adult. It will be a fun evening with opportunities for 

star gazing, hot food and other activities. More 

information to follow.  Tuesday 25th February. 

 

Reminders 
 

Breakfast Club: price increase from January 

 

As notified to parents/ carers earlier this term, the 

price of breakfast club will increase to £2.50 per day, 

or £10 per full week, from the start of the new term in 

January.  All other arrangements for the club remain 

unchanged.  Students in receipt of free school meals 

will continue to be entitled to attend without charge, 

but places must still be booked.  Parents who have 

already paid for January onwards will be contacted 

http://www.derwenthill.co.uk/


shortly to confirm the dates which have been paid for 

following the price increase. 

 

Events with the local churches. 

All are welcome. 
 

 
 

 

 


