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Friday 29th November 2019 
 
Important Dates 
 

• Seniors Collection for the reverse Advent 

Calendar begins:  Monday 2nd December. 

 

• Christmas Dinner: Wednesday 4th December  

 

• Secondary Carol Concert: Wednesday 4th 

December 2019 2:00-3:15pm. 

 

• Storytelling Evening/Writing Workshops – 

Thursday 5th December. See below for details. 
 

• Secondary Christmas Open Mic: Tuesday 10th 

December: Main Hall - Open to all students in 

Years 7-11. 

 
• Primary Nativity performances: Wednesday 

11th and Thursday 12th December.  See below 

for details. 

 

• Applications for students to start in Reception 

September 2020: closing date 15th January 

2020. 

 
A hat and coat for Paddington Bear Year 1 

Year One had a very special job 

to do in their Science lesson. 

Paddington needed us to test 

which material he should use for 

his new hat and coat.  

The children 

were material 

experts and 

chose very carefully explaining clearly why some 

materials were unsuitable.  

 
Primary Nativity performances 
 
These will take place on Wednesday 11th and 
Thursday 12th December.   
 

Date Time Phase 

11/12/19 9.30am Infant 

11/12/19 1.45pm Junior 

12/12/19 2.30pm Infant 

12/12/19 9.30am Junior 

 
Places are limited to 140 spaces for each session. 
There is a £1 charge for each adult place which will 
provide a coffee/tea and a mince pie. 
 
Please indicate on Parent Pay which session you 
would like to attend. 

 

All parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
 
This is a reminder that all students in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free school 
dinner. This is a great opportunity for all the 
children to have a warm meal, especially in the 
winter months.  
 
Creative Writing Workshop and storytelling 
evening 

We are very much 
looking forward to 
another evening with 
master story teller, 
Chris Connaughton, on 
Thursday, December 

5th December: 6:30pm for a 7pm start until 8:45pm 
(£10 per ticket, includes a buffet and bring a bottle 
-  soft drink). Chris will also be delivering a creative 
writing and drama workshop, based upon A 
Christmas Carol, to all KS2 classes on the same day. 
Chris will be selling copies of his brand-new novel, 
The Essence Hunters, for £6.99 on the day.  KS2 
students are welcome to bring cash to school on 
the day if they wish to purchase a copy. 



2 
 

 
Y3 Creative Writing and Drama Workshop 
 

 
 
Y3 are looking forward to their visit to the Live 
Theatre Workshop at The Fire Station on Tuesday, 
3rd December.  Using their current theme of The 
Enchanted Horse, the day will focus on the pupils 
immersing themselves in creative writing and 
drama. 
 
Vintage Comics Club 

A new after-school club starting in the new year 
will be reviving the golden age of children’s 
comics.  The club will run on a Wednesday (3:30-
4:30pm) and will be open to KS2 children only.  If 
you want to relive the Melchester Magic of Roy of 
the Rovers, the original adventures of the Marvel 
super heroes or the misdemeanors of The Bash 
Street Kids, please come and see Mr Gordon for a 
letter.  Excelsior!                                               
 
Derwent Hill – Year 5 Residential 
A final information meeting will be held in the 
Main Hall for parents and pupils on Tuesday, 
January 14th 2020 at 3:45 pm.   
 

 
 

May we 
remind you 
that the final 
balance of 
£245.00 should 
be paid in full 
by Friday, 
January 24th 

2020.  All payments must be done through Parent 
Pay.   
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to ask.   The Derwent Hill website 
(www.derwenthill.co.uk) also contains a wealth 
of information and is especially worth visiting. 
 

Specials 

The catering team are developing the menus for 
our Senior students and we are delighted to 
announce the launch of the ‘Specials’. Each day 
there will be an additional ‘special’ meal on offer 
at the same price of £2.30. Menus will rotate on a 
three weekly cycle. Next week will be Week 1 and 
students can opt for the special meal. In addition, 
there is soup of the day with a bread roll on offer 
for 80p.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.derwenthill.co.uk/
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Business Game: The results 
 
ENTERPRISING students impressed a panel of 
industry experts with their innovative and 
ecological thinking in an annual challenge to find 

the next 
generation 

of business 
leaders.  
 

Reading 
apps to 

boost 
learning, a 

bike-mounted, self-projecting cycle lane and a 
dual-purpose gum massager and toothbrush were 
among a host of novel ideas as the Emmanuel 
Schools Foundation harnessed the power of Year 9 
thinking. 
 
For the first time, the ESF Business Game brought 
together students from the recently enlarged 
trust, which now includes Emmanuel College and 
Grace College, Gateshead, Bede Academy, Blyth, 
The King’s Academy, Coulby Newham, Christ’s 
College, Sunderland, and Trinity Academy, Thorne, 
near Doncaster. 
 
Hosted by Emmanuel College, 12 teams of up to 
five students, two from each academy, pitched 
their ideas to a panel of industry experts after 
spending a week off curriculum to research and 
hone their presentations. 
 
The panel comprised Ian Dormer, of Rosh 
Engineering 
Ltd, Gareth 
Kane, of 
Terra 
Infirma, 
Simon Goon, 
of Umi, and 
Matthew 
Lumsden, of 
Connected Energy.  
 

The competition was open to Year 9 students 
across the trust with the best ideas being put 
forward for the final. Teams had just eight minutes 
to impress judges with their innovations, business 
plans, costings and marketing strategies.  
 
Five of the 12 teams were then invited back for 
further questioning before the judges retired to 
consider the winners. 
 
These included Christ’s College’s Read.app, which 
analysed literacy rates and recommended 
appropriate books to improve reading; Trinity 
Academy’s recyclable cutlery made from husk for 
the fast food industry; The King’s Academy’s 
Chewgella, a dual purpose gum 
soother/toothbrush moulded into a variety of 
animal images with corresponding gels; Emmanuel 
College’s Eco-analyser, which identified recyclable 
plastics; and Grace College’s Hat-Nav, a hi-tech 
cycle helmet. 
 
Judge Ian Dormer told students: “We have been 
enthralled by everything we have heard, 
particularly the maturity you have shown, your 
innovative ideas and the disciplined and thorough 
manner with which you have followed the brief.” 
 
First place went to Christ’s College’s Read.app. 
Team member Charlotte Miller said: “We are 
delighted to have won, especially as it is the first 
time our school has taken part in the ESF Business 
Game. We really enjoyed every aspect of it, 
especially being off-timetable for a week.” 
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As you will have heard in the news recently, the 
North East Protection Team from Public Health 
England has seen a substantial increase in cases of 
winter illnesses such as diarrhoea/ vomiting and 
flu-like illnesses.  There have been increases across 
the whole region and in greater number than we 
have seen in recent years.  They have asked 
schools to issue the following information to 
parents/carers:  
 
General hygiene 

The spread of most infectious illnesses is reduced 
through good hand hygiene. Please ensure your 
child washes their hands frequently with warm 
water and soap, particularly after using the toilet, 
after using a tissue to catch a cough or sneeze and 
always before eating.    
 
There should be increased levels of cleaning 
contact areas such as door handles, toilet flushes, 
taps and handrails.  
This has been happening in school and families are 
encouraged to do the same at home.    
  
Influenza (Flu)  

Flu and flu-like viruses spread easily between 
people from coughs and sneezes.  They can live on 
hands and surfaces for up to 24 hours.  Symptoms 
of flu may develop quickly and can include:  

• Sudden fever 

• Dry, chesty cough 

• Sore throat 

• Aching body 

• Headaches 

• Tiredness 

• Diarrhoea or tummy pain 

• Nausea 

For most healthy people flu is an unpleasant but 
self-limiting illness.  However, some people can be 

more at risk of developing sever illness or 
complications:  

• Those aged over 65 years  

• Pregnant women 

• Those with long-term medical conditions 

e.g. diabetes, heart, lung, kidney or 

neurological diseases 

• Those with a weakened immune system 

e.g. due to chemotherapy or HIV 

• Those in long term care facilities 

Please contact NHS by telephoning 111 or  online 
https://111.nhs.uk/  if you or your child : 

• are in an at-risk group and have NOT had 

the seasonal flu jab   

• are in an at -risk group and develop flu like 

illness and are concerned about your 

symptoms 

Viral Gastrointestinal Illnesses 
It is not uncommon for viruses which cause 
vomiting and diarrhoea to circulate among 
children (e.g. norovirus, also known as the ‘winter 
vomiting bug’).  If your child develops diarrhoea or 
vomiting it is important that they stay off school 
until symptoms stop and they are fit enough to 
return to school.  Further advice is available on the 
NHS website.   
 
Please contact NHS 111 or your GP if you are 
concerned about your child’s illness.   
 
Public Health England does not advise that schools 
close when pupils and staff are affected by 
diarrhoea / vomiting or flu-like illness; this is 
because the viruses that cause illness are 
circulating in the wider community, so children will 
continue to be exposed to them even if not at 
school.   
 
School leaders will continue to monitor the 
situation and keep parents informed.  
 
 
 
 

https://111.nhs.uk/

