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Important Dates 

• VE Celebrations deadline, Friday 8th May 

• Whole College Assembly, Tuesday 12 May 9:30am 

• Bake off deadline, Friday 15 May 

• Secondary Maths Competition, Friday 15 May 

• Year 11 Virtual College dates:  

o Gateshead College, Monday 11 May 

o Sunderland, Tuesday 12 May 

o Newcastle, Wednesday 3 June 

 

Thought for the Week  

In the news recently, there have been reports by 

surprised journalists that people around our country 

have been turning to prayer, particularly younger 

people. This came as no surprise to me.  

 

One of my great joys 

is visiting everyone 

at the college over 

Wednesday 

lunchtime. Chatting 

to all the pupils and 

staff is always 

delightful. What 

really encourages me 

are the many people who request prayers about 

anything and everything. Later, I love hearing how 

prayers have been answered, or how God felt nearer.  

 

But here is the secret – you don’t need to be a daft 

priest to pray. Anyone can pray. There is no need for 

special words, or the right posture. You don’t need to 

be good or holy or clever. All you need is a willing heart 

to bring yourself before the Father who loves you and 

speak to Him. That’s it. God will hear you and don’t be 

surprised if you get a response, loving Fathers want to 

speak to their children! Most of all, prayer will often 

bring you peace. I have also seen too many prayers 

answered to doubt that it is worthwhile. 

 

In the Bible St Paul says, 

‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God.’ 

(Philippians 4:6)  

During these challenging times, let me encourage you 

to try prayer, it is often an amazing experience. I will be 

praying for you all, and I look forward to hearing how 

prayer went for you.    

 

God bless you all! 

 

Rev’d Graham Young  

Volunteer Chaplain and Local Priest 

 

Word Millionaires 

Throughout the period of school 

closure our students have continued 

to read and take quizzes on the 

Accelerated Reader system.  

 

Senior Reading Millionaires 

We currently have three pupils 

in seniors who have achieved 

the status of word millionaire.  

This means they have read a 

selection of books and passed 

the quizzes on the books, whose cumulative word 

count total is over 1 million words.  Very well done to 

these pupils: 

   Books  Words read 

Abby Forster  (Y10) 27  2,927,391  

Ethan Lister (Y7) 14  1,344,948 

Eliot Woods (Y8)  17  1,233,198 
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The following pupils are also well on their way, having 

read over half a million words each. 

 

Dylan Maxwell-Lawson (Y8), Aliyah Watson (Y7), 

Matthew Dunnett (Y7), Georgia Donnigan (Y8), Olivia 

Shaw (Y10), Sofia Miller (Y7), Beth Mulligan (Y8), Fay 

Johnston (Y7) and Annabelle Higgins (Y7). 

 

Primary Reading Millionaires  

Well done to: 

   Books  Words Read 

Theo Woods  23  1,550,021 

Eliana Finlayson  38  1,501,841 

Stephen Golightly 9  1,265,190 

 

The following three pupils are 

hot on their heels having read 

over 900,000 words each:  

Anne-Marie Parker, Grace 

Stuart and Scarlett Armstrong. 

 

Half way there (over 500,000 words) are Katey 

Finlayson, Evangeline Bisset and Georgia Miller. 

 

Congratulations to all concerned.  This period of school 

closure is an excellent time to catch up with all of those 

books you have been meaning to read but never had 

the opportunity.  It is the best way to catch up with 

your language skills.   

 

Why not encourage your child to become word rich?  It 

is very likely that the books you have at home will be 

on accelerated reader.  You can check by logging on to 

the school site here:  

          https://ukhosted46.renlearn.co.uk/2260507  

or by using the bookfinder website  

https://arbookfind.co.uk 

which will allow you to search books by topic or level. 

 
 

English Star of the Week 

 

Massive well done to Jayden Tate in Year 7 who has 

been sending us pictures of all of the excellent work  he 

has been completing as he works through the 

Travellers’ Tales unit.  This includes a speech he has 

written for school assembly promoting a bug eating 

competition and a recount of a memorable moment 

form the perspective or a Maasai warrior.  Well done 

Jayden.   Keep up the good work! 

 

News from in College 

 

Habitat walks 

 

In school we have been on a habitat hunt around the 

school grounds. The children enjoyed finding and 

discussing different habitats and who might live there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junk modelling 

 

In school the children were inspired by their morning 

habitat hunt and wanted to make a minibeast. The 

children decided to make caterpillars using different 

junk modelling and art materials. They look fantastic! 

 
 

 

Just Dance 

 

This week we have been keeping physically active in 

different ways. We have used Joe Wicks PE lessons and 

today we all participated in ‘Just Dance’. Even the staff 

joined in!  

 

 

 

https://ukhosted46.renlearn.co.uk/2260507
https://arbookfind.co.uk/
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Making Rainbows 

Today with Doctor Wilson. the children used 

chromatography paper to create magical rainbows. 

The children were able to follow the instructions to 

draw a felt tip pattern on their paper. They then 

dropped water onto the paper and watched the magic 

happen. Don’t they look amazing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing Parachutes 

The children in school have made parachutes and 

tested to find which material made a better parachute. 

Was it plastic or paper? Can you make one at home and 

test it yourself?  

 

 

 

 

 

VE Day Party 

The children created decorations for the classroom in 

the style of red, white and blue like our Union Jack. The 

children then celebrated and remembered VE day with 

a small tea party. 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been an amazing response across the College 

of students preparing for the 75th VE Day  anniversary. 

Do keep your pictures coming through. 

 

VE day projects 

The Primary children have been 

learning all about VE day and 

have uploaded an impressive 

selection of work. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eve Engee from Mrs 

Lowery’s class wrote 

a letter to Captain 

Tom. 

 

Joseph Harding  

from Mrs 

Critchley’s class 

created a  

beautiful 

remembrance 

wreath. 
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Adam Parks from Miss Johnson’s class wrote a 

newspaper article about local celebrations. 

Francis Gordon from Mrs Glass’ class made a striking 

poster. 

 

 

Nathan Niven also from Mrs Glass’ class made an 

inviting picture of VE celebrations.  

 

Jack Sunderland from 

Miss Simpson’s class 

wrote a wonderfully, 

thoughtful poem.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Everett (Reception) Made some delicious 

chocolate cupcakes. 

 

 

 

 

  

Elliot Smith from 

Miss Ng’s class has 

decorated a 

window in his 

house, featuring 

aircraft. 
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Secondary students have created a hugely impressive 

array of work, including baking, singing, dancing, 

making decorations and letter writing. 

 A number of students have clearly been inspired by the 

bake-off competition, 

and have continued to 

develop their baking 

skills.  Victoria Sponge 

cakes were popular on 

VE Day, and lots of 

students chose to bake 

them this week.  

 

Flour was hard to come by during the war.  Peter 

Pearson (Y8) made this flourless sponge from a 

wartime recipe: 

 

Anna Spelman (Y8) made this beauty from her Nana’s 

Be-Ro cookery book.  First published in 1923 this recipe 

would have been made on VE day (if you could get the 

flour!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Bland (Y9) made this yummy looking Victoria 

sponge topped with a union jack pattern made from 

healthy fruit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Johnston (Y10) made a very tasty looking Victoria 

sponge. 

 

 

Sam O’Ware (Y10) made a modern variation of a 

sponge, he made red velvet cupcakes. 
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A number of pupils got crafty and creative this week, 

making posters and fabulous displays. 

Quinn Greener (Y7) painted this lovely poster. 

Chloe 

Harding (Y7) 

made this 

fabulous 

heart shaped 

tribute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitcheson Walburn (Y8) created a poster using the 

lyrics from the famous Vera Lynn song “We’ll Meet 

Again.” 

Krinstine Ritina also created a stunning poster. 

 

Dylan Maxwell-Lawson (Y8) and Lyric Steele (Y7) 

created a stunning window display, encouraging us to 

“take pride in where you live.” 
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Oliver Worthington (Y7) and his mother learned the 

Lindy Hop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jaden Tate (Y7) prepared afternoon tea, complete with 

decorations. 

 

Isaac Parker (Y10) and his sister Anne-Marie (Y5 ) made 

afternoon tea of shortbread, Anzac biscuits, potato 

scones and rock buns. As well as bunting and 

decorations. 

 

Beth Mulligan (Y8) wrote a humbling letter of gratitude 

to Captain Tom for his dedication and service. 

 

Dear Captain Tom, 

 

I am writing to say a big ‘THANK YOU’ from all of us for 

the service you gave (and are still giving) to our country. 

As we celebrate VE Day, we remember you, and all of 

those like you, who were willing to face unimaginable 

dangers to ensure that our grandparents and parents 

(and ultimately my generation) remained safe and free. 

You were willing to leave your family and friends to 

protect ours! We should NEVER take our freedoms for 

granted, as you gave up so much to secure them. 

You have also shown, that no matter what age we are, 

we all have a part to play. We can all make a difference 

in our own way! I have loved watching you step up, 

once again, in a crisis, to help in an astonishing way. 

Your determination, sense of duty, enthusiasm, humour 

and love of life are an example to all of us, of how to 

live our lives. Your concern for others and your 

gratitude are humbling. 

The anniversary of VE Day is a time to celebrate a vital 

victory and the return of so many soldiers, sailors and 

air men, like you. But it is also a time to remember those 

of your brave colleagues who paid the biggest sacrifice 

and never returned! 

Once again, thank you for all that you have done in your 

amazing life of service. 

Best wishes,  

Beth 

 

Thank you for your entries so far, we have hugely 

impressed by the quality and quantity of work 

produced.  We have extended the competition 

deadline until Friday 8th May so you can send in any 

pictures of your celebrations/decorations on the 75th 

anniversary of VE Day.  Mrs Roberts will be announcing 

the winners in next week’s assembly. 
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Visit the Arctic 

While we still can’t go very far from home, this is your 

opportunity to take a virtual field trip to the Arctic. A 

series of live lessons are being broadcast from 

scientists based at the North Pole. These will look at 

how animals (including people) stay warm in the Arctic, 

the effect of carbon dioxide and melting ice. You can 

also put your own questions to the scientists. Lessons 

are suitable for all ages and are available at: 

https://encounteredu.com/live-lessons/axa-arctic-

live-2020 

Some lessons have activities you can do at home. Your 

science teachers would love to see anything you do! 

 

The Great Christ’s College Bake Off Competition 
 

 
 
This is now open to all students across the College. It 
was launched in our assembly last week. Upload your 
masterpieces onto Show My Homework by Friday 15th 
May 3pm. Then look out to see who the winners are in 
the Assembly on Tuesday 19th May. 
 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL YEAR 11 STUDENTS – Virtual College 

Open Events 

Some of our local colleges are running virtual open day 

events which you may find helpful to join in. Here are 

some details: 

 

Sunderland College 
Tuesday 12th May, 4pm.  
Sign up by clicking here. 

 

Newcastle College 
Wednesday 3rd June, 12-5pm.  
Sign up by clicking here.   

 

Gateshead College 
Monday 11th May.  
Sign up by clicking here.  

 

John Lewis launched this competition last Friday 24 
April and that they need children to help designing it. 
The winning teddy will be sold in John Lewis and 
Waitrose shops later this year, with 100 per cent of the 
profits going to the NHS.   
 

“In honour of our incredible carers at the NHS, we need 

designs for superhero-themed bears,” the company 

briefed aspiring artists. “Don’t feel like you have to stick 

to the traditional brown bear – we want to see all kinds 

of super teddies. 

“Try and incorporate unique elements through colours, 
patterns, capes, masks – whatever feels exciting for 
you, but please avoid using any recognisable icons in 
your designs, such as the ‘NHS’ lettering or Superman 
logos.” 

How to enter 

Share your superhero teddy bear design with us by 

5pm on 8 May 2020. An adult over the age of 18 should 

submit a photo of your design in one of the following 

two ways: 

Share your designs by email to 

designyoursuperbear@johnlewis.co.uk 

or posted through a public Instagram or Twitter 

account with the hashtag: #DesignYourSuperBear 

https://encounteredu.com/live-lessons/axa-arctic-live-2020
https://encounteredu.com/live-lessons/axa-arctic-live-2020
https://www.sunderlandcollege.ac.uk/the-college/events/open-event-bede-campus-3/
https://ncl-coll-virtualopenhouse2020.vfairs.com/
https://www.gateshead.ac.uk/events/enrolment-events?gclid=CjwKCAjwwMn1BRAUEiwAZ_jnEkZylQ5pqP8rb8Kc5L1WbmGctme47Fs7_PUmeJ81xxcyr-Rn9u67ihoCam8QAvD_BwE
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Write a review 
 

 
 
CILIP Carnegie and Greenaway Awards Shadowing 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are the 

UK’s oldest and best loved children’s book awards, 

recognising outstanding reading experiences created 

through writing and illustration in books for children 

and young people. 

 

Each year, a group of students from Christ’s College 

take part in the awards shadowing process, reading 

and reviewing the short-listed books and discussing the 

issues raised, as well as deciding which book they think 

deserves to win the medal.  Their reviews and artwork, 

along with those of students from all over the country, 

are published on the Shadower’s website.  

 

This year’s shortlisted books are:   

 

Carnegie (for senior school pupils) 

• Girl. Boy. Sea. By Chris Vick 

• Lampie by Annet Schaap 

• Lark by Anthony McGowan 

• Nowhere on Earth  by Nick Lake 

• On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 

• Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay 

• The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta 

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Blackby Marcus 

Sedgewick, Julian Sedgewick and Alexis Deacon 

 

You can find more information about these books and 

resources here:  

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-

medal-shortlist-2020     

 

Kate Greenaway Shortlist (for primary readers) 

• Child of St Kilda by Beth Waters 

• Mary and Frankenstein by Julia Sarda 

• Tales from the Inner City by Shaun Tan 

• The Dam by Levi Pinfold 

• The Iron Man by Ted Hughes, illustrated by Chris 

Mould 

• The Suitcase by Chris Naylor-Ballersteros 

• The Undefeated by Kadir Nelson 

• You’re Snug with Me by Poonam Mistry 

 

You can find more information about these books and 

resources here:  

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-greenaway-

medal-shortlist-2020     

 

If you are looking for your child’s next book you might 

want to look at some of these choices.  The website has 

video resources, guided reading sheets and activities 

and competitions to enter associated with each book. 

 

Over the next few newsletters we will profile some of 

the books and our Carnegie Shadowing Group, the M10 

readers will share some of their thoughts so far. 

 

Secondary Maths Competition 

This week we will be launching a 

Maths competition for 

Secondary students.  The Maths 

department would like a logo 

that they can use on their 

display boards that represents 

what Maths is and what it 

means to you.  It needs to be something that is 

inspiring to new students and also motivates those who 

walk in to the maths classroom.  This logo will be used 

in every Maths room and along the corridors in the 

Maths department. 

Use your imagination and think about what sort of 

things you can include in it to represent what you do in 

Maths.  The best design will receive a prize from Mrs 

Green. 

Deadline for designs is Friday 15th May 2020.  Please 

email designs to agreen@christscollege.org.uk 

 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2020
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2020
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-greenaway-medal-shortlist-2020
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-greenaway-medal-shortlist-2020
mailto:agreen@christscollege.org.uk

