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Friday 1 May 2020 
 

Important Dates 

 Whole College Assembly, Tuesday 5 May 9:30am 

 Bake off Competition deadline, Friday 15 May  

 VE day celebrations deadline, Wednesday 6 May 

3pm 

 

Thought for the week 
 

Significant Lives at Significant Times 

Throughout History, there have been many people who 
have lived significant lives at significant times. It has 
been seen in what action they have done at a specific 
time and how this has made a difference in the lives of 
others. 

We are living at a significant time that will be 
remembered for years to come as having been a 
difficult, upsetting, challenging and extraordinary year.  

Our own actions this year are already making a 
difference as we stay at home, protect the NHS and 
help save lives. 

The wonderful Captain Tom Moore has won many 
hearts recently. In his 100th year of life, he has done 
what may seem like a small action. He has walked 
around his garden each day. It may seem a simple act, 
but it has led to him raising millions of pounds to 
support the amazing NHS.  

What a great reminder that it doesn’t matter how old 
we are, we can all make a positive, significant impact to 
support and help others. Showing kindness to others or 
being helpful at home may seem like small acts but 
they make a massive difference. Remember, one act of 
daily walking resulted in record breaking amounts 
being raised. We can all play a significant part when we 
put others first. 

Another example of a significant life was seen in Jesus. 
Recently, Christians around the world have celebrated 
Easter, focusing on Jesus showing both love and grace 
in dying on the cross for the sins of the world so that 
people can be offered forgiveness. Christians celebrate 
that he came to Earth, his protection was offered to the 
whole world in order to save lives through his sacrifice 
on the cross. 

The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble. Those who know your name trust in 
you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who 
seek you. 

Psalms 9:9-10 

Miss Whan Year 1 Teacher 

75th Anniversary VE celebrations  

VE Day – Victory in Europe Day 

– was the 8th May 1945. Britain 

had been at war with Germany 

since 3rd September 1939. The 

war had taken its toll in so 

many different ways. Over 

380,000 servicemen lost their 

lives, fighting for the British 

Army. This number includes 

soldiers from Britain’s overseas 

colonies, such as India, Kenya 

and the West Indies, as well. 

 

However, it is important to remember that the Second 

World War was a ‘total war’ in that ordinary civilians 

back at home were involved as well. Over 67,000 

people lost their lives in the air raids of the Blitz all over 

the UK. London and Coventry are the most famous 
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examples of air raid targets, but over 100 people died 

from air raids in the Newcastle area, too. Children had 

to be evacuated from cities to the countryside; women 

worked in arms factories and in the “Land Army” and 

there was food rationing because German submarines 

attacked ships bringing essential supplies into the UK 

from overseas. 

 

Nearly six years had passed, and the country was 

eagerly waiting for final news of Hitler’s defeat. He took 

his own life on the 30th April, and on 7th May, Germany 

officially surrendered. The next day was a national 

holiday, and celebrations took place all over the 

country. There were street parties, church bells were 

rung throughout the land, and many Newcastle pubs 

ran out of beer because so many people wanted to 

celebrate! Whole streets would be decorated with 

bunting of red, white and blue, and silence would fall 

across Britain as people listened to HM King George VI 

give a speech on the radio, asking his country to join 

him in an act of Thanksgiving: 

 
“Today we give thanks to Almighty God for a great 

deliverance… I ask you to join with me in [an] act of 

thanksgiving… Germany has finally been overcome…” 

 

 

IMAGE: Chronicle Live (from 2015) showing a VE Day street 

party in North Shields in May 1945 

Of course, the Second World War was not yet finished. 

Fighting continued in Asia against Japan until the 

atomic bomb attacks forced Japan to surrender on 15th 

August (VJ Day). We remember the Second World War 

because of its devastation, and because of the bravery 

of so many people across the world. Many people from 

the different countries in the British Empire gave their 

lives so that we might be free, and although we may be 

confined to our houses because of a virus, we can still 

mark VE Day in our own small ways. We could decorate 

our windows, bake WW2 recipes and quietly reflect on 

the bravery and resilience of our grandparents and our 

great-grandparents. 75 years on, there are not many 

surviving veterans left, and we will eventually lose that 

last link to that generation of heroes who withstood so 

much and fought so courageously in ‘their finest hour’. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 

As a school community, we too also want to remember 
and celebrate VE Day.  Therefore, we are running a 
whole school competition.  Please upload the photos of 
the recipes you make, upload the decorated windows, 
poems, letters, artwork and videos of you performing 
the Lindy Hop (or singing a 1940’s song), where ever 
your talents lie, please mark this special anniversary 
with us.  Upload your entry to this homework by 3pm 
on Wednesday 6th May to take part. 
 
Primary Celebrations 
 
To celebrate VE day, the primary children have a 
competition to decorate a window to display in their 
homes. Each year group has a different focus, as 
follows; 
Reception: window decoration of their choice 
Year 1: creating paintings for a virtual art exhibition 
Year 2: artwork in any style or materials 
Year 3: poetry poster competition 
Year 4: design a VE day medal 
Year 5: design an invitation for a VE day street party 
Year 6: window display featuring WW2 aircraft 
 
More details are on your Show My Homework 
activities, either this week or next. Please upload your 
work as usual by Wednesday 6th May at the latest. 
Let’s get creative! 
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Secondary Rememberance 
 
Secondary students have a choice of tasks to complete, 
with resources from the Royal British Legion and the 
BBC on Show My Homework.  Students could choose to 
write a letter of gratitude to those who fought, to write 
a poem, bake cakes using recipes popular at the time 
of VE day, learn a dance called the Lindy Hop, or get 
creative and make a work of art.  Students could 
decorate a window with paper chains and bunting to 
show members of your local community that they 
appreciate the sacrifices made during WW2.   
 
The Great Christ’s College Bake Off Competition 
 

 
 
This is now open to all students across the College. It 
was launched in our assembly last week. Upload your 
masterpieces onto Show My Homework by Friday 15th 
May 3pm. Then look out to see who the winners are in 
the Assembly on Tuesday 19th May. 
 
Staff spent their Easter holidays creating their own 
creative bakes and submitted their cakes to Mrs Hall. 
Students this week have been voting for their favourite 
teacher’s Bake Off. The results will be revealed in the 
Assembly on Tuesday 5th May. 
 
 
Design a Bear 
 

 

John Lewis launched this competition last Friday 24 
April and that they need children to help designing it. 
The winning teddy will be sold in John Lewis and 
Waitrose shops later this year, with 100 per cent of the 
profits going to the NHS.   
 

“In honour of our incredible carers at the NHS, we need 

designs for superhero-themed bears,” the company 

briefed aspiring artists. “Don’t feel like you have to stick 

to the traditional brown bear – we want to see all kinds 

of super teddies. 

“Try and incorporate unique elements through colours, 
patterns, capes, masks – whatever feels exciting for 
you, but please avoid using any recognisable icons in 
your designs, such as the ‘NHS’ lettering or Superman 
logos.” 

How to enter 

Share your superhero teddy bear design with us by 

5pm on 8 May 2020. An adult over the age of 18 should 

submit a photo of your design in one of the following 

two ways: 

Share your designs by email to 

designyoursuperbear@johnlewis.co.uk 

or posted through a public Instagram or Twitter 

account with the hashtag: 

#DesignYourSuperBear 

Write a review 
 

 
 
CILIP Carnegie and Greenaway Awards Shadowing 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are the 

UK’s oldest and best loved children’s book awards, 

recognising outstanding reading experiences created 
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through writing and illustration in books for children 

and young people. 

 

Each year, a group of students from Christ’s College 

take part in the awards shadowing process, reading 

and reviewing the short-listed books and discussing the 

issues raised, as well as deciding which book they think 

deserves to win the medal.  Their reviews and artwork, 

along with those of students from all over the country, 

are published on the Shadower’s website.  

 

This year’s shortlisted books are:   

 

Carnegie (for senior school pupils) 

 Girl. Boy. Sea. By Chris Vick 

 Lampie by Annet Schaap 

 Lark by Anthony McGowan 

 Nowhere on Earth  by Nick Lake 

 On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 

 Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay 

 The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta 

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Blackby Marcus 

Sedgewick, Julian Sedgewick and Alexis Deacon 

 

You can find more information about these books and 

resources here:  

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-

medal-shortlist-2020     

 

Kate Greenaway Shortlist (for primary readers) 

 Child of St Kilda by Beth Waters 

 Mary and Frankenstein by Julia Sarda 

 Tales from the Inner City by Shaun Tan 

 The Dam by Levi Pinfold 

 The Iron Man by Ted Hughes, illustrated by Chris 

Mould 

 The Suitcase by Chris Naylor-Ballersteros 

 The Undefeated by Kadir Nelson 

 You’re Snug with Me by Poonam Mistry 

 

You can find more information about these books and 

resources here:  

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-greenaway-

medal-shortlist-2020     

 

If you are looking for your child’s next book you might 

want to look at some of these choices.  The website has 

video resources, guided reading sheets and activities 

and competitions to enter associated with each book. 

 

Over the next few newsletters we will profile some of 

the books and our Carnegie Shadowing Group, the M10 

readers will share some of their thoughts so far. 

 

Secondary Maths Competition 

This week we will be launching a 

Maths competition for 

Secondary students.  The Maths 

department would like a logo 

that they can use on their 

display boards that represents 

what Maths is and what it 

means to you.  It needs to be something that is 

inspiring to new students and also motivates those who 

walk in to the maths classroom.  This logo will be used 

in every Maths room and along the corridors in the 

Maths department. 

Use your imagination and think about what sort of 

things you can include in it to represent what you do in 

Maths.  The best design will receive a prize from Mrs 

Green. 

Deadline for designs is Friday 15th May 2020.  Please 

email designs to agreen@christscollege.org.uk 

Storyteller - Chris Connaughton 

 

You will be familiar with the actor and writer who has 

visited our school several times.  To lift spirits and 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2020
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2020
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-greenaway-medal-shortlist-2020
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-greenaway-medal-shortlist-2020
mailto:agreen@christscollege.org.uk
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enchant, Chris has been streaming a variety of 

traditional children’s stories.  These can be found on 

You Tube or on his Facebook page.  Entrancing as ever, 

Chris delivers the tales in a manner suitable for kids of 

all ages!  He is also delivering his version of stories for 

older people, such as Dickens and Conan Doyle. 

 

Keyworker Children  

Some children have 

been in school this week, 

They got on brilliantly 

with their work but also 

enjoyed some special 

activities. 

Mr Ogden helped us make vehicles in engineering. We 

also made cards for Colonel Tom Moore and carried on 

decorating school with rainbows.   

 

 

Home Learning tasks 
 
Feedback from parental questionnaire 
Thank you to everyone who completed the parental 
survey regarding work set during the closure period.  
We had 238 responses. 
 

 Amount of work set: 
o 74% said we are setting the right amount. 
o 14% said we are setting too much. 
o 8% (19 parents) said too little.  Most of 

these responses were for the secondary 
years.  We are changing the way we set 
work from Monday 4 May to improve on 
this. 

 

 Almost 90% of parents said the work we are setting 
is appropriate to age and ability.  

 

 95% of parents said they had received support and 
advice when needed. 

o Please remember to email 
enquires@christscollege.org.uk or 
telephone 0191 5344444 if you have any 
issues.  

 

 We were very grateful for all the positive, 
encouraging comments received.  Staff were really 
encouraged by the lovely messages left.  The 
positive comments typically said: 

o There is an excellent variety of tasks. 
o Students are enjoying the work being set. 
o Communication has been excellent. 
o The support from staff has been much 

appreciated. 
 

 We asked you what you would like to see 
improved.  Some common issues are shown below, 
along with what we are doing to improve, based on 
your feedback: 

 

 Free Flow hard to navigate and use. 

We acknowledge this was an issue.  FreeFlow was 

never designed for the purpose we were using it for: 

to set work.  We have now moved to Show My 

Homework for the primary years to rectify this.  

 

 Some login issues for different pieces of software. 

Please contact the College office if you experience login 

issues.  We have been able to rectify all issues when 

parents have contacted us.  

 Printing issues. 

There is no requirement to print any work.  It is fine for 

students to complete work on blank pieces of paper.  

 Not enough work 

These comments mainly related to a small number of 
secondary students.  We have supplied lots of extension 
work via the Home Schooling page on the College 
website.  Staff have also posted a range of additional 
tasks on Show My Homework.  To further improve, we 
are changing the way work is set on Show My 
Homework for the secondary years.  Further details are 

mailto:enquires@christscollege.org.uk
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contained in this newsletter.  Parents and Carers should 
have also received an email regarding this.  
 
Home Learning 

As the weeks progress, we hope that you and your child 

are getting used to this new environment. We are very 

conscious that this a new phase for us all and we want 

to assist as much as possible.  

 

Some useful reminders for all students: 

 
Routine 
Children (and adults) thrive on routine. They know 
exactly what is expected of them and what is coming 
next. This is more important now than ever and really 
supports the well-being of everyone. 
 

We fully understand that these times are abnormal and 
that occasionally things at home don’t always go as 
planned. It would be very helpful if you have a day that 
doesn’t go to plan as far as learning is concerned, that 
you let your child’s teacher know straight away. They 
will be happy to support if they can. Teachers look out 
for your children every day and do get concerned when 
they see very little evidence of learning activity. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to provide feedback on 

the first three week’s of home learning. In response to 

your feedback we have made some changes: 

 

Primary 

All work is now on Show My 

Homework. We hope that you find 

this easier to navigate and be able to 

upload work.  

 

It is important that you have used the student PIN to 

sign up for an account.  If you only access through the 

parent account, it will not allow you to upload work.  

Please call the college office if you require assistance 

with this.  

 
Expectations: 
In order to ensure that your child is learning well, here 
is what you can expect from your child’s teacher: 

 a daily PowerPoint detailing exactly what is 
expected each day, 

 giving feedback where necessary on uploaded 
tasks, and 

 answering any questions you have through 
phone-calls or emails 

 
In order to ensure that your child is learning well, here 
is what your teacher will expect from your child (with 
your help): 

 checking into Show My Homework every 
weekday to see what learning has been set 
and doing what has been set, 

 uploading at least 3 English tasks and 3 maths 
tasks per week (unless told otherwise by the 
teacher). This should be easier than FreeFlow 
and can be done using a computer, tablet or 
even the app on a phone, and 

 answering ALL the quizzes set – these can be 
done directly online so no uploading is 
required. 

 
A balanced curriculum: 
We are enjoying seeing all the wonderful things that 
your children are getting up to at home, so please do 
continue to send in photos of these in addition to 
learning uploads. It is vitally important that children do 
English and Maths EVERY day, as well doing all the 
other wonderful things like gardening, baking and 
playing etc.  
 
Communication: 
Your child’s teacher has tried to phone every parent in 
their class over the last few weeks. Sometimes they 
have called several times but the calls haven’t been 
answered. We understand that some people block calls 
from unknown numbers. Please could be you aware 
that one of those callers will be your child’s teacher just 
wanting to find out how your child is getting on. If you 
get such a call, please agree with your child’s teacher a 
time that a phone call will be able to be taken. 
 

Secondary 

In response to the feedback gained from the parental 

survey and pastoral phone calls, we will be slightly 

modifying how work is set on Show My Homework 

from Monday 4 May 2020. 

From the recent parental survey, 74% of you said we 

are setting the correct amount of work and 14% said 

there was too much.  You also told us that in some 

cases accessing devices during the normal school day 

can be difficult, as people within the household need 

them in order to work from home.    
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In order to help your child manage their workload, we 

will be adopting the following procedure for the setting 

of work: 

1. One Show My Homework post will be made each 
week, for each subject your child studies.  This will 
have the start date as the Monday of that week and 
the end date of Sunday. 

 
Why? - Posting at the beginning of the week will give 
students more flexibility to manage their workload and 
decide when to complete work. You have told us this 
would be useful and would help you manage shared 
devices in the home, as well as allow you to support 
your child better with their work. 

 

2. Each post will contain three core tasks (five for 
Maths and English) for your child to complete 
during the week; these will be under the heading 
‘Core tasks’.  This will give students and parents 
clarity that the core tasks must be completed as a 
minimum. 

 
Why? – You have told us that lots of posts can be 
overwhelming.  Some students take longer than others 
to complete tasks so this clarifies what must be done 
as a minimum. 

 

3. Each post will contain the subheading: ‘Extension 
work and supplementary tasks’. 

 
This section will list a range of additional tasks your 
child could undertake.  This could involve wider 
reading, suitable YouTube links, work from a scanned 
textbook page, an interesting project, research work, 
online learning platform etc. 
 

i. Why? – Your feedback told us that in some 
cases, you would like more work.  This section 
will provide ample work for your child to 
complete, in addition to the core tasks.  

 
We hope these minor refinements will improve the 
current home learning situation.  We once again thank 
you for your support during this period of closure. 

Here is an example of what a weekly post would look 

like: 

 
Year 11 will have one post per week.  This will contain 
bridging work in order to help students prepare for A 
Level.  
 

This could include: 

 Wider reading. 

 Directing them to appropriate websites. 

 Workbooks. 

 Research tasks. 

 Project work. 
 

Questions 

Any questions or concerns regarding home learning 

and tasks set, please email:          

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk;  

 

Login Issues 

Please contact us via the main office by calling or 

emailing (enquiries@christscollege.org.uk), if your 

child is unable to access learning through the online 

websites Show My Homework or the College’s Home 

Schooling webpage.   

 
  

mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
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Free E-Books 
Over 7000 e-books can be read free of charge on the 
myon website.  This site has been made available free 
of charge by the company during the closure period.  
This is a fantastic website with high quality books. 
 
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html 
 

 

Book Recommendation 
Mrs O’Brien would like to recommend the book How 
to not go to School. 
 
This can be downloaded by click here: 
https://parsleymimblewood.files.wordpress.com/202
0/04/parsleymimblewoodsavestheworld.pdf 
 

 
 
Free School Meals whilst the College is closed 
All families should now have received their access 
codes for the vouchers will be provided electronically 
by e-mail unless we do not hold a registered e-mail 
address for the parent/ carer with primary caring 
responsibility, in which case we will send vouchers out 
by post. 
 

 

Eligibility for Free School Meals  
Some families’ financial circumstances may have 
changed due to the economic effects of the pandemic.  
If that is the case, your son or daughter may have 
become eligible to receive Free School Meals, including 
the vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
get any of the following: 
 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

 Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you get any 
of these benefits and your child is both: 
 

 Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

 In full-time education 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll 
remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling 
(primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
 
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html
https://parsleymimblewood.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/parsleymimblewoodsavestheworld.pdf
https://parsleymimblewood.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/parsleymimblewoodsavestheworld.pdf
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
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You should hear whether your application has been 

successful within 10 working days. If you have not 

heard, then please contact the College at 

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 

assist.  

 

Foodbank 

If you are struggling to find the money to buy food you 

may qualify for a foodbank referral, please let us know 

and we can help.  We are keeping our link to the 

foodbank’s details refreshed on our homepage as soon 

as we are made aware of any changes.   

 

It is a difficult time and the foodbanks are seeing an 

increase in referrals and a decrease in donations at this 

time.  For further formation click on the link below.  

https://sunderland.foodbank.org.uk/ 

 
Online platform to develop workplace skills 
https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/ 
 
A new online learning platform to help develop 
workplace skills while people are staying at home, has 
was launched this week.  
 
The new platform gives adults access to free digital and 
numeracy courses to help build up their skills, progress 
in work and boost their job prospects.  
 
StarLine – National Helpline for Home Learning  
www.starline.org.uk 
StarLine is a new home learning telephone helpline 
designed to support parents and carers nationwide. 
StarLine will help parents and carers in the following 

ways: 

 By providing access to a team of qualified teachers, 

education and parenting experts. 

 By focussing on providing practical ideas, support 

and reassurance. 

 By offering tips, techniques and resources to 

enable parents to give their children the support 

they need to continue learning while schools are 

closed. 

 By supporting family wellbeing and mental health. 

 By covering all phases of education and subjects 

plus behaviour, pupil wellbeing and SEND. 

StarLine is available to parents and carers of pupils 

from all schools nationwide. Free, confidential advice is 

available six days a week by phoning the StarLine team 

on 0330 313 9162. For more information, visit 

www.starline.org.uk or follow @StarLineSupport on 

Twitter. 

The team behind StarLine will also be broadcasting a 

weekly programme on YouTube. In each episode of 

StarLive, a guest presenter will share practical ideas for 

home learning. Further details can be found on the 

StarLine website, www.starline.org.uk. 

 

Online Safety 

Northumbria Police have asked us to remind 

parents/carers of the dangers of increased internet use 

with regards to radicalisation. 

We have added further resources for parents/carers to 

our online safety page of the College website; you can 

find this in the parents’ section. We will also send an 

email with further details and links to resources. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
https://sunderland.foodbank.org.uk/
https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/
http://www.starline.org.uk/
http://www.starline.org.uk/

