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Events 

• Whole College Assembly, Tuesday 21 April 

2020 

• Mrs Hall’s Weekly Primary Celebration 

Assembly, Monday 6 April 2020  

 

Message from the Principal 

Dear Parents and Carers  

As this Spring Term draws to a close, there has been 

much to celebrate and reflect upon. It has been lovely 

to see the increased opportunities for our students to 

engage in interschool competitions as part of the 

Emmanuel Schools Trust: Year 7 Rugby/Hockey Tour 

and the ESF Olympics. Mr Westgate has provided more 

detailed coverage in this newsletter of the Olympics 

which took place before the school closure. The 

character of our students shone through as they 

participated in all the events. This newsletter provides 

some of the highlights before the College had to close. 

I would like to thank all parents and families for helping 

their child to access the online materials, whether that 

is on FreeFlow or Show My Homework. It has been 

encouraging to hear that so many are engaged and 

asking questions. Mrs Hall’s Primary assemblies have 

been a wonderful opportunity to capture some of your 

stories and to celebrate what is going on at home. 

It is important for all our students to keep some form 

of learning going through these times and I hope that 

you find the materials useful. Shortly, we will also be 

sending out a survey to you to get some feedback on 

how we can best support you as you work with your 

child. 

We will be reviewing these activities in light of your 

feedback and also, we want to harness the increasing 

number of free online resources as they become 

available. For example, the BBC announced on Friday 3 

April that they would be providing BBC Bitesize Daily 

from the 20 April. It promises to deliver a tailored day 

of learning accessible through BBC iPlayer, Red Button, 

BBC Bitesize website and app, BBC Four. In our 

newsletter we have put together some suggestions of 

free resources currently available which you may find 

helpful to provide structure and routine during these 

challenging times.  

I am conscious that the Coronavirus and the 

subsequent lockdown is having a massive impact on 

families nationally. We have included details of some 

local sources of support that may be of help to you. 

Being part of a community is especially important 

during difficult times and Christ’s College has a lovely 

community feel and we want to keep that going during 

this period of closure. We are here to support you and 

your family. Your child’s Class teacher (primary) or 

Form tutor (secondary) will be contacting you 

fortnightly to just ask how things are going and what 

support you may need. We are aware that as each 

week passes, our individual circumstances may change 

and we want to be part of that journey.  

During times of uncertainty, we cannot see the future 

and we may feel fearful, loss, aloneness – a whole 

range of emotions. However, one thing is constant. 

Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus is the same yesterday, today 

and forever.” There is a loving God who draws close to 

us as we go through difficult times.  

 

Finally, I would like to wish all our children and their 

families a blessed Easter. Our prayers are with you all.  

God Bless 

Mrs Roberts  

 



2 
 

A message from the Chair of Governors  

These are strange times. 
Many of us I know are 
hoping we might wake 
from this rather odd 
dream and find things 
back to normal.  Not least, 
relieved from the 
pressure of home 
schooling!  But then 
again, what is normal? 

When things like COVID 
19 happen the thin veil of 
normality slips.  We 
realise just how vulnerable everything is.  How 
vulnerable we all are.   

It is hugely unsettling. Yet, at the same time there is a 
sense that the mist clears a little and we begin to see 
what really matters. 

In light of this we should be so grateful for the Christian 
ethos of Christ’s College.  Our children are not being 
taught in a vacuum of simplistic success as the world 
might know it.  Frankly, in the face of a global pandemic 
all the things that might normally dominate our 
thinking just don’t matter quite so much.  

It is looking very likely that the height of the pandemic 
in the UK will coincide with Easter.   Perhaps the words, 
“He is not here; he has risen!” echo down the ages with 
a greater clarity and power this year than in many 
before.   At the very moment we will be most 
vulnerable comes the most assuring message of hope 
in the face of death, the resurrection of Christ.  In these 
unsettling times how good to remember that the 
College bears his name. 

I want to thank students, parents and carers for their 
great patience during these last weeks and particularly 
Mrs Roberts and all the College staff for their 
dedication and care. 

May each of us know a happy and blessed Easter 

Duncan Woods 

Chair of School Improvement Board 

 

 

 

Celebrations : Before School Closure 

 

ESF Olympics 

On March 13th, 49 students from Christ’s College 

travelled to our sister school, The King’s Academy in 

Middlesbrough for the 26th 

annual ESF Olympics. The 

event is a highlight of the 

year for the Trust and we 

were thrilled to be taking 

part for the first time. The 

different year groups 

represented took part in 

cross country, netball, hockey, rugby and football. The 

ESF Olympics are not about winning or losing but rather 

about community, sportsmanship and character! Our 

students did us (and you) proud! 

 

 
 

The Year 7 Cross Country team put in a valiant effort 

across terrain which was new to most of them. Most 

had never run as far as they did on the day and yet they 

continued to smile (most of the time). They were tired, 

muddy and out of breath and certainly enjoyed their 

hotdogs at the end of the day. In all, they ran 26 

kilometres between them.  

 

This was the CCS netball teams first competition, and 

their confidence grew as the competition progressed.  

Of particular note was Beth Mulligan who was a rock in 

defence, although, every single player on the team 

played their part and showed great improvement.  It 

was lovely to see the resilience and determination of 

our school team – their heads never went down and 

they never stopped competing.   
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Well done ladies, you were a credit to CCS, displaying 

great strength of character, and epitomising our core 

values of determination, integrity and courage. 

 

 

The Year 9 boys took part in 11-a-side football matches.  

We even had 3 boys drafted in from Year 8 to help!  This 

was the first time the team had ever played together 

and they were a credit to the College.  The opening 

game against Bede Academy was extremely close.  We 

hit the post late on in the first half to then go a goal 

down in the last kick of the game.  Despite the tiredness 

that set in after a number of matches, the students did 

not give up and remained extremely positive 

throughout the whole competition.  Well done to all of 

you. 

 

 

The Year 10 boys took part in Rugby 7’s matches.  

Again, we had to draft in 2 students from Year 9 who 

were outstanding and did not look out of place in the 

team at all.  Again, this was the first time the team had 

ever played competitive matches together.  Every 

student involved was outstanding and with only having 

7 players our students did not give up despite cramp 

and tiredness setting in for most of the team.  Reuben 

Spelman made some outstanding tackles against 

students twice his size.  A number of other teachers 

commented on the character displayed by the team.  

Caleb Dunnett’s pace proved very important as he 

scored a number of tries throughout the afternoon.  

The entire team however, played their part in a very 

enjoyable afternoon of rugby. 

 

Well done to all of you. 

 

Mr Westgate 

 

Primary ‘Sublime Slime’ Science Workshop 

Year 2 to 6 were 

visited by an 

amazing scientist 

from ‘Sublime 

Slime’ and took 

part in some great 

workshops. There 

were lots of fun 

experiments and 

some year groups even made their own slime and 

discovered the science behind the ingredients. All of 

the children came away from their workshop feeling 

inspired and wanting to experiment and investigate 
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even more. We can’t wait to see what they come up 

with! 

 

 
 

Primary Football 

The Y5/6 team delivered a sterling performance on the 

pitch k away to Hylton Castle before the closure.  A 

resounding 0-6 victory was played out with some 

sublime passing and individual skill.  A long awaited, 

and much deserved, goal from Will Howe, a quickly 

taken brace from Ben Worthington and a marvellous 

hattrick from team captain, Charlie Webster, 

completed the scoring. 

 

It was also very pleasing to see our core values on show 

through our players’ attitude.  The team were very 

humble and responsible in victory and applauded the 

home side off at the final whistle in recognition of their 

efforts. 

 

As you may know, Durham FA and postponed all grass 

roots fixtures until further notice so our next game may 

be some time away.  So, keep practising in the 

meantime and see if we can build upon this memorable 

victory.   

 

 
Medal Success 

It is always good to celebrate the achievements of our 

students both in and outside of school.  Last weekend 

Frankie Murray in Year 7 competed in his first ever 

MMA tournament and came away with a medal which 

he brought in to show us.   

 

Frankie was delighted with his success, 

particularly as he has only been 

training in the sport for six weeks.  

Frankie currently trains four times a 

week and enjoys the discipline of the 

sport as well as having increased 

fitness levels.  

 

News from this week 

 
Rainbows of hope 
The children of key workers who have been in school 
this week have made some beautiful, bright rainbows 
using their cutting and sticking skills.  They will be 
putting them into their windows at home to spread 
hope to people passing by. 

 

Year 5 Home Learning 
We have been so pleased 
with the quality and 
amount of work that Year 5 
children have engaged in 
especially over the last 
week as more families are 
accessing FreeFlow. Keep it 
coming! 
 
Eva Bisset sent us an 

uplifting picture of her 

planting seeds as part of 

her germination project.     
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School Closure Notices  
 

Home Learning tasks 

The current situation is unprecedented for us all.  Staff 

have been setting work on the different online 

platforms for students to complete.  We appreciate 

that this may be overwhelming for some students.  We 

are not expecting all students to get through 

everything. 

 

In primary years, teachers are uploading tasks and 

activities daily. These would be completed in a typical 

day at school. We appreciate that routines at home 

may not allow for children to get through absolutely 

everything each day, and that’s fine. Each new day, just 

begin the work set for that particular day. Please do not 

feel the need to play catch-up on incomplete tasks. A 

daily upload of completed work would be ideal. Please 

also remember to include time to do different things 

with your children e.g. do Joe Wicks PE together, 

prepare meals together, do chores together, play 

games together.  

 

In the secondary years, we will be asking staff to post 

one homework notification per week.  We will aim to 

provide enough work to keep students busy, as we 

appreciate that for some students this provides 

stability and a welcome distraction.  However, we also 

appreciate that lots of tasks can be overwhelming for 

some students too.  This way of posting work will 

hopefully provide a suitable solution for all students.  

We will be reviewing this work after Easter and we will 

then send more detailed information. 

 

We will be sending a survey to parents soon.  This 

survey will allow us to gain the views of parents and 

carers with regards to their experiences during the past 

fortnight of educating at home.  We will use this 

information to make any improvements to the current 

procedures in place.  

 

We understand working patterns of households may 

mean that access to technology can be difficult. We 

appreciate that some students may be working later on 

a night as this is when they are able to access 

technology in the home.  We encourage students to 

contact teachers through Show My Homework if they 

have a query, however, staff will reply during the 

normal working hours.  Please bear in mind that staff 

may also be unwell or looking after family members so 

communication may not be instant.  We will endeavour 

to reply to students within two working days. 

 

Home Learning 

  

Any questions or concerns regarding home learning 

and tasks set, please email: 

          enquiries@christscollege.org.uk;  

 

Please do not use FreeFlow and ShowMyHomework as 

vehicle for communication between parent and 

teacher.  

 

Login Issues 

Please contact us via the main office by calling or 

emailing (enquiries@christscollege.org.uk) if your child 

is unable to access learning through the online 

websites Show My Homework,  FreeFlow or the 

College’s website.   

 

Free E-Books 
Over 7000 e-books can be read free of charge on the 
myon website.  This site has been made available free 
of charge by the company during the closure period.  
This is a fantastic website with high quality books. 
 
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html 
 

 

mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html
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The Audible website also contains free e-books and 

audio books: 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

Competitions 

Art 

There is a North East competition for people 16 and 

under from around the North East. The challenge is to 

create a piece of art in response to the word ‘HOME’ 

This is an opportunity for young people to express how 

they might be feeling about these strange and 

uncertain times. There are three categories: under 5s, 

5-10s, and 11-16s, so that all children affected by the 

recent decision to close schools can take part.  

Winners from each category will receive prizes and 

have their work judged by some well known local 

artists and galleries! 

All entries need to be sent via a good quality 

photograph to north_east_art@outlook.com. 

Winners will be announced after the 30th April deadline 

has passed.  

Examples of entries can be viewed on Facebook 

(@north.east.art.competition) and on Instagram 

(@north_east_art) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Code Competition 
We have received the flyer below for a free coding 
completion.  Please visit www.codecampworld.com for 
further details. 

Sources of help available 
 

Pastoral Support: Mental Health  

We recognise that this is a difficult time for everyone 

and answering questions from children of all ages 

about the pandemic can be very hard for us all.  We 

have created a page on our website with suggested 

ideas, help and guidance.   

 

We are aware that parents/carers are particularly 

concerned about how much to tell our very young 

children and how to do this without causing more 

worries.  The resources we have put together cater for 

all ages with links to videos and resources that have 

been put together by doctors and educational 

psychologist.  We have also added information 

specifically for older teenagers and adults too.  You can 

follow either of the links below and it will take you to 

the correct section of our website.  We will keep these 

updated and add more over the next few weeks.  

 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
mailto:north_east_art@outlook.com
http://www.codecampworld.com/
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http://www.christscollege.org.uk/parents/pastoral-

support-mental-health/ 

 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/pastoral-

support-mental-health/ 

 

Free School Meals whilst the College is closed 

The Department for Education has now put a national 
voucher scheme in place.  We will begin the 
distribution of weekly vouchers from this scheme after 
Easter.   
 
Parents and carers will be able to select vouchers from 
a list of six major supermarkets (including Tesco, 
Morrisons, ASDA and Sainsburys locally) and the 
Department is in discussions to add more supermarket 
chains to the scheme, if possible.   
 
Access codes for the vouchers will be provided 
electronically by e-mail unless we do not hold a 
registered e-mail address for the parent/ carer with 
primary caring responsibility, in which case we will 
send vouchers out by post. 
 

Eligibility for Free School Meals  
Some families’ financial circumstances may have 
deteriorated due to the economic effects of the 
pandemic.  If that is the case, your son or daughter may 
have become eligible to receive Free School Meals, 
including the vouchers referred to above.   
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you 
get any of the following: 
 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

• Children who get paid these benefits directly, 
instead of through a parent or guardian, can also 
get free school meals. 

 
Your child may also get free school meals if you get any 
of these benefits and your child is both: 
 

• Younger than the compulsory age for starting 
school 

• In full-time education 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll 
remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling 
(primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 
 
To apply for free school meals, or to find out more 
information, go to: 
 
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free
-school-meals 
 
If you require any help with applying, please contact 
the school finance department (0191 5344444) or 
email: enquiries@christscollege.org.uk. 
 

You should hear whether your application has been 

successful within 10 working days. If you have not 

heard, then please contact the College at 

enquiries@christscollege.org.uk and we will try to 

assist.  

 

Foodbank 

If you are struggling to find the money to buy food you 

may qualify for a foodbank referral, please let us know 

and we can help.  We are keeping our link to the 

foodbank’s details refreshed on our homepage as soon 

as we are made aware of any changes.   

 

It is a difficult time and the foodbanks are seeing an 

increase in referrals and a decrease in donations at this 

time.  For further formation click on the link below.  

https://sunderland.foodbank.org.uk/ 

 

Further information about local community help and 

support during the pandemic can be found on the 

Sunderland City Council’s website. 

https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/  

 

 

http://www.christscollege.org.uk/parents/pastoral-support-mental-health/
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/parents/pastoral-support-mental-health/
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/pastoral-support-mental-health/
http://www.christscollege.org.uk/students/pastoral-support-mental-health/
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-meals
mailto:enquiries@christscollege.org.uk
https://sunderland.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/
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The National Crime Agency 

The National Crime Agency has 

produced a series of 15- minute 

activity packages for students, 

parents and carers illustrating the 

risks we face online, providing 

guidance to new pitfalls and remind us 

all the ways to keep safe.  The 

activities are grouped by age range 

including teenagers and adults.  There 

is also a new series of clips for children aged 4-7 years 

called Jessie and Friends- parents may find it helpful to 

watch these together with their child.  Find out more 

by clicking on the link below.    

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 

Department of Education 

We have been made aware of a crime and scam 
operating at the moment targeting parents and carers.  
The scam offers the option of applying to receive either 
money, vouchers or food under a government scheme 
for free school meals.  The text or email we know about 
reads: 
  
 “As schools will be closing, if you’re entitled to free school 
meals, please send your bank details and we’ll make sure 
you’re supported’. 
 
We can confirm that this is a scam email and is not 
official. We urge parents/carers if you receive any 
emails like this, please do not respond, and delete it 
immediately. 
 

• We will never contact you to introduce an offer 
through a third party.  

• We want to work closely with all our families and 
would contact you directly and from a named 
member of staff.   

• We will never ask for your bank details in this way 

 

A new government voucher scheme was launched by 

the Prime Minister at the beginning of this week.  Until 

this time, we have been contacting our families directly 

and supplying ASDA vouchers and will be in touch again 

soon to give details of the new scheme. 

 

If you think you may now qualify for free school meals 

for your child, due to a change in circumstances, please 

complete a new application.   

 

Please note if your child used to receive a free school 

meal under the universal free school meals system 

from Reception to Year 2, these children are not 

covered in the new voucher system offered during this 

period of school closure, but you are still free to make 

an application directly on a case by case basis.   

 

Keeping Safe: Northumbria Police  

Sergeant Ian Drummond of the Prevent Crime 

Department has asked that we make parents/carers 

aware of the following information regarding safety on 

line for your child.  The poster is also on our College 

website on the home page and the links can be 

followed from there.  

 

 
 

 
 
         

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

