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• Year 7 Sports Tour to the Lake District – Friday 28th 

February – Saturday 29th February 

• Book Fair all week – Monday 2nd March. 

• Year 4 Parents’ Evening for Derwent Hill – Tuesday 

3rd March 3:45pm. 

• World Book Day – Thursday 5th March. 

• British Science Week – Monday 9th March. 

• Careers Fair Years 5-11 – Thursday 26th March, 

9:00am – 6:30pm. 

• Year 8 and Year 9 pathways evening - Thursday 

26th March, 4:00-6:30pm.  

• Easter Concert – Friday 27th March, 5:00-6:30pm. 

• PTPA Fun Run – Saturday 28th March Timing TBC 

• Year 9 Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 1st April, 

4:00-6:30pm. 

• Primary Parents’ Evening – Thursday 2nd April, 

4:00-7:00pm. 

• Year 8 and Year 9 pathway forms deadline – Friday 

3rd April. 

 

Tasty Treats for Year 5 

The children in Year 5 completed some excellent 

homework after their Derwent Hill trip. Samuel Amer 

presented the class with his research about the Lake 

District and also shared some mint cake that he had 

made at home. We all agree it would be great to power 

us up those mountains! 

 

                 
 

 

 

Year 3/4 Athletics Club 

Athletics club for years 3 and 4 will resume next week, 

Wednesday 4th March. The children will have the 

opportunity to take part in a range of running, jumping 

and throwing activities. Places are limited, however all 

children wanting to take part will be able to do so by 

the end of the school year. Hopefully we get some dry 

weather and can practice outdoors too! 

 

 

Year 2 Wonderful writing! 

 

 
 

Before half term, year 2 were working extremely hard 

on writing a 3 part story based on the Hodgeheg.  Ava 

Graham (2AC) wrote a fantastic story full of ambitious 

vocabulary and expanded noun phrases.  Well done 

Ava! Keep up the good work! 

 

Messy Church – Invitation for all 

 

Messy Church at St Thomas’s Every Sunday 4pm-5pm   

A family service full of singing, craft activities and food 

open and free to all!                                                  

Petersfield Road, Pennywell (200m from the School)  

 

Secondary visit from The Cube 

 

On Thursday the senior school had a visit from Youth 
for Christ and “The Cube.”  The Cube is a brand new, 
immersive, multimedia experience that explores some 
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of the barriers to faith that are relevant to young 
people today.  Young people step into a 12m x12m 
Cube and are immediately encapsulated in an 
interactive environment, tackling the big questions of 
life in a unique and innovative way through means of 
video, lights, surround sound and creative exploration. 
The Cube encourages young people to express their 
understanding of faith and identify with some of the 
challenges presented through issues of injustice that 
matter in their world.  The feedback from students and 
staff regarding this experience was excellent. 
 

  
 

 
 

 

World Book Day Reminder 

 

A reminder that 

World Book Day is 

on Thursday 5th 

March.  Your child 

should have had a 

letter about this last 

week.  Please can all 

Primary children 

dress as a book 

character that they 

have made themselves at home.  Also, please bring in 

an item that your character would use.   

 

We can’t wait to see all of the wonderful costumes! 

 

 

Advance Notices 

 

PTPA Fun Run Saturday March 28th 9:30am – 

11:00am. 

 
Careers Fair 

On Thursday 26th March we are delighted to let you 

know that we will be hosting a number of universities, 

colleges and businesses in the sports hall for our 

careers fair. Throughout the afternoon students from 

Year 5 upward will spend 30 minutes looking around 

exhibits and speaking to representatives who join us. 

The event will provide insight into specific careers and 

the routes to get there! The fair will continue after the 

College day to allow parents to come and speak to 

exhibitors.   

 

Year 8 and Year 9 Pathways Evening 

• Thursday 26th March, 4:00-6:30pm.  

Year 8 and Year 9 pathways evening will take place on 

Thursday 26th March to coincide with the careers 

event.   

 

Year 11 

 

This is a very important event and all students are 

expected to attend with their parents/carers.  This 

evening will give vital information about GCSE courses 

and provide an opportunity to ask questions to staff.  It 
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is important that students and parents/carers are fully 

informed so that students can make informed choices 

about their GCSE options. 

 

 
School Meals 

Please be reminded that you 

must keep your child’s school 

meals account in credit at all 

times if they would like to buy 

lunch in the school restaurant (unless they are eligible 

for Free School Meals).  If your meals account remains 

in debt after Friday 31 January, your child will no 

longer be able to receive a school lunch and you must 

provide a packed lunch alternative for them.  You can 

check your meals account balance and top up at any 

time via your ParentPay account. 

 

If you think your child may be eligible for Free School 

Meals but is not currently in receipt, please contact 

www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/families/free-school-

meals in order to make an application.  Please be 

reminded that all children in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2 are automatically eligible for a free school meal 

under the Government’s Universal Infant Free School 

Meal policy. 

 

 

Equipment Reminder 

Good learning habits. Taking 

responsibility is one of our core 

values. It is important that all 

secondary students take 

responsibility for arriving to school 

each day with all the right 

equipment so that they are ready to learn. A list of all 

the required equipment in listed in their planner.  

 

GCSE Countdown! 

 

Year 11 students have just finished their trial 

examinations. Over the 

next week they will be 

receiving their marked 

papers which will show 

them where their successes are and also what are their 

learning gaps. This will help the students to focus the 

next few weeks on closing these gaps in their learning.  

 

There are just 12 weeks to go until Year 11 students sit 

their first written GCSE examination in May 2020. 

All students have booklets on what they need to revise 

for each subject.  

 

Revision is often the key barrier to students.  

 

Top Five Revision Tips 

 

Here is a reminder of some tips to help your child make 

the make the most of their revision time. 

 

1. Plan revision sessions.  Y11 already have a revision 

timetable in place, but with the second set of trial 

exams approaching they may need to increase the 

amount of study sessions for subjects that you are less 

confident with.  Now is the time to make this change. 

2.  Students need a nice, tidy study space, with good 

lighting, pens close by, phone out of sight and your TV 

unplugged. Try not to revise on their bed. 

3.  Don't just read notes, students need to have to 

write information down. 

4. Encourage students to vary revision with different 

activities, try a variety of different revision techniques 

— answering practice questions, writing down notes 

from memory, and using Revision Guides, Flash Cards, 

Exam Practice Workbooks. 

5.  Remind students not to spend ages making your 

notes look pretty, this is just wasting time. For 

diagrams, include all the details needed to learn, but 

don't try to produce a work of art. 
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