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Friday 6th December 2019 
 
Important Dates 
 

• Seniors Collection for the reverse Advent 

Calendar begins:  Monday 2nd December – 

Friday 13th December.                             . 

 

• Primary Nativity performances: Wednesday 

11th and Thursday 12th December.  See below 

for details. 

 

• Year 7-11 (Secondary) Christmas jumper day: 

Thursday 12th December. 

 

• Reception – Year 6 (Primary) Christmas 

jumper day: Friday 13th December.  

 
Applications for students to start in Reception 

September 2020: closing date 15th January 2020. 

 

Staffing: Farewells and Welcomes 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

At the end of this term, sadly we will be saying a 

fond farewell to some of our staff: Mrs Gomes, 

Mrs Germany, Mr Tinn and Mrs Buchanan. I would 

like to take this opportunity to say thank you to 

them all for their commitment over the years to 

both Christ’ College this year and Grindon Hall 

Christian School previously. Their individual 

contributions have been invaluable. I am sure you 

will join me in expressing our heartfelt thanks to 

these staff for their dedication and commitment to 

your children.  

We do look forward to warmly welcoming: 

Mr Aspin - teacher of History; Mrs Green - Head of 

Mathematics; Mr Thompson - Assistant Vice 

Principal from the Emmanuel Schools Trust who 

will be teaching History and Religious Studies.  

Mr Aspin and Mr Thompson are familiar faces to 

our students as they have been in and out of the 

College this term.  

Mrs Roberts 

Events this week 
Year 3 Trip 

This week Year 3 enjoyed a trip around our local 

area. Their jam-packed day included: a ride on the 

metro, a visit to the Fire Station for a creative 

writing workshop and some exploration at the 

Winter Gardens. They were even given the 

opportunity to create their own stories which 

were made into printed and illustrated books. 

Keep an eye out for these budding authors! 
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Christmas Carol Concert 

 

This week Christ’s College had their first Carol Concert 

for students from Years 5-11. It was a delightful 

afternoon listening to the ever-growing choir and 

musicians. Eliana Finlayson from Year 5 sang a solo of 

the first verse of Once in royal David’s city. Ava 

Graham, Alissia Winter, Ellie Mullen (Year 2) all sang 

solos in the song ‘To Believe’ and Amber-Mae Ranton 

(Year 5) sang a solo in the Millennium Prayer. All 

students who performed or read did a fantastic job.  

 

 
We were also delighted to have Warren Furman, 

formerly Ace from the Gladiators TV show, as our guest 

speaker.  

 

Activities this coming week 
  

Primary Nativity performances 

 

 
These will take place on Wednesday 11th and 
Thursday 12th December.   

 

Date Time Phase 

11/12/19 9.30am Infant 

11/12/19 1.45pm Junior 

12/12/19 2.30pm Infant 

12/12/19 9.30am Junior 

 
Places are limited to 140 spaces for each session. 
There is a £1 charge for each adult place which will 
provide a coffee/tea and a mince pie. 
 
Please indicate on Parent Pay which session you 
would like to attend. 
 
Christmas Cracker – Secondary Students 
Thursday 12th December from 2pm 
 
Year 7-11 will have a fun, 
competitive afternoon 
completing Christmas 
activities to win House 
Points.  Students may bring drinks 
and snacks to for the afternoon.  As ever, it is 
important no nut products are brought into 
school. 
 
Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Secondary students – Thursday 12th December 
This is Christmas jumper day for Secondary 
students. Students are asked to 
make a donation of £1 which 
will be donated to Save the 
Children charity.  
 
Primary students – Friday 13th  
December 
 
This is Christmas jumper day for 
Primary students. Students are 
asked to make a donation of £1 
which will be donated to Save 
the Children charity.  
 
A representative from the 
charity will attend of whole college end of term 
assembly and explain where the money goes.  
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Reminders 
 

School Uniform  

 
Thank you for your support in ensuring the majority of 
our students arrive in complete uniform.   
 
As you know our GHCS legacy uniform may be worn 
until 2021 - in accordance with school rules issued at 
the time.  
 
We are aware that some non- regulation GHCS and/or 
Christ’s College skirts and trousers are being worn.  
They do single out the students and we will insist on 
this being rectified after the Christmas break.   
 
Please note that the new black skirts (new CCS) MUST 
be worn so that the hem line touches the knee.  
Similarly, the trouser is to be worn to cover the ankles- 
i.e. not cropped.  This is not new information but a 
reminder to all.   
 
The uniform supplier Emblematic has confirmed that 
they are well stocked and able to supply in all items in 
the run up to Christmas ready for students to return in 
January in correct uniform.   
 
Please check that any new shoes purchased follow the 
school policy.  Please see the style guides on the 
website (also published in secondary student planner). 
 
Any changes to hair styles over the Christmas period 
will need to conform to school rules in time for the first 
day back in January.  
 
Please can we take this opportunity to remind you 
hair must not be dyed unnatural colours and that the 
minimum hair cut is no less than a number 3 guard.  
 
 

Advanced notice – Free Blazer Rebadging Service  

There will be another opportunity for the last version 

of GHCS blazers- (red trim lapels) to be rebadged with 

the Christ’s College emblem at February half- term.  We 

will run a ticket hand in service on the last day before 

the holiday and return to students on the morning of 

the first day back.  You do not need to do anything at 

this time to secure a place.    

 
Foodbank Information 
 
Please be aware that school is a referrer agency for our 
local foodbank.  If you need Foodbank vouchers for 
over the Christmas period please contact Miss 
Crockatt, Mrs Fairley, Mrs Hall, Mr Suddick or Mr 
Maynard before the end of term.   Our staff will work 
with you to sensitively ensure you are able to access 
local support.  A timetable showing the Christmas 
opening hours of our local foodbanks is included at the 
end of the newsletter.   
 
E-Safety - New technology at Christmas  
 
It can be difficult to keep up with the rate at which 
students access technology devices.  Please be aware if 
children are receiving gifts which allow them to access 
the internet they may not have parental settings and 
other associated safeguards in place.   
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/christmas-is-coming-
so-take-control/ 
 
The above link provides some basic information on a 
variety of popular gadgets and advice on home 
broadband security setting advising parents and carers 
how to access the restricted controls.   
 
Social Media at Christmas 
 
As ever, if you have serious, urgent concerns regarding 
social media at Christmas it should be brought to the 
attention of the police. We have included some 
checklists for parents/carers on our College website 
regarding some of the most frequently used social 
media platforms.    
 
 
Further advice specific to Christmas can be found by 
clicking on the link below.  
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/sharing-images-at-
christmas/ 
 

https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/christmas-is-coming-so-take-control/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/christmas-is-coming-so-take-control/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/sharing-images-at-christmas/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/sharing-images-at-christmas/
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Operation Encompass 
 
We are pleased to share that our school, along with 
other schools across the north east, has   been given 
the opportunity to take part in a Home Office approved 
project led by Northumbria Police in partnership with 
Barnardo’s and Operation Encompass.   
 
 

 
 
Operation Encompass: The Next Steps, aims to educate 
children and young people about healthy relationships.  
Our students from Key Stage 1 -4 have been learning 
about friendships, relationships, emotions, empathy 
and rules and expectations, so they can live and work 
together safely.   
 
We are benefiting from having regular visits from a 
School Safeguarding Liaison Officer who will work with 
our teachers to deliver age appropriate sessions 
exploring friendships, relationships and emotions.  We 
are keen to offer support to all our students and we 
believe this will be extremely beneficial for our school 
community.  
 
Food Allergies, Intolerances and Special Diets 
 
We need to update our record of student medical 
conditions that our catering company should be made 
aware of.  This is being done via ParentPay this year.  
The questions will only take a couple of minutes to 
complete online and instructions will be issued to 
parents/ carers by e-mail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snacks and Packed Lunches 
 
 
Please be aware that we are 
a NUT FREE college.  We 
have people in school that 
have serious allergies to 

nuts and therefore no nut products are 
allowed on site.  We do not wish to have any student 
or member of staff experiencing an allergic reaction 
where their health is in danger whilst attending college 
and ask for your cooperation in ensuring 
all snacks and packed lunches are free 
from nuts and nut products.  Please note 
nuts – includes coconut.   
 

  
 
Movement of cars between 3:00pm – 3:45pm 
 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to remind parents and carers about the 
important rule regarding traffic on site.  

No car must move on site between 
3:00pm – 3:45pm 

 
Please find a reminder of the rules previously shared: 
 
• The school gates for vehicles will be locked 

between 3:00pm-3:45pm.  You will not be able to 
bring your vehicle on site, or to leave site, during 
this period except where this has been pre-
arranged (e.g. children with broken limbs; pre-
arranged regular taxis). 

 
• If you are on-site for any reason before 3:00pm you 

must not attempt to drive your vehicle (this 
includes reversing) until 3:45pm.  It must remain 
parked wherever it is until that time. 

 
• Please park off-site, and 

collect younger children from school on 
foot. Please ensure your child is being taught good 
habits by walking on the paths and not walking on 
the road, not standing on road, playing on the grass 
in the middle of the roads etc. 

 

http://www.dudeiwantthat.com/food/snacks/nutella-go-snack-packs.asp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

