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Monday 30 September 2019 
 
Important Dates 

• Whole school photographs: Monday 30 Sept. 

• Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutor’: Thursday 3 October, 
5:00-6:30pm. 

• Year 11 ‘Help your child as a learner’: Thursday 
10 October, 5:30-6:30pm 

• National Poetry Day: Thursday 3 October 

• Harvest Festival date? 

• World Space Week: 7-11 October 

• Year 2 Visit to Beamish Museum, Tuesday 15 
October 

• Year 6 Meccano Club Shildon Final Wednesday 
16 October.  

 

Y6 Meccano Club 

 
 

Allen keys and spanners at the ready!  The North 

East Meccano Society are working alongside our 

Y6 pupils to construct a variety of models, as part 

of the Great Engineers’ School Challenge. 

 

The five-week programme will see the 

participating pupils present their work at Shildon 

Railway Museum before the half term break.   

 

Primary Football 

A good number of pupils have 

joined the football squad for the 

2019/20 season.  Training takes 

place for Year 5 and 6 pupils every 

Friday after school (3:30pm).  Cup and league 

fixtures will be starting very soon. 

 

Primary Awards Assemblies 

Due to a slight rearrangement of assemblies 

across the school this week due to the 

photographs, the Primary Awards Assembly will 

be on Monday 6th October 2019. If your child has 

received an award, you will still be notified on the 

Friday beforehand. 

 

Year 1 Science lesson 

We have been learning about the different parts 

of a plant and its function. We enjoyed 

investigating different plants, comparing and 

contrasting any differences between them. 

 
 

Christ’s College Open Evening 
 
We were delighted that so many families turned 
out on Thursday night for our Open Evening. The 
science department wowed the children with a 
variety of experiments, the food and French 
departments captivated visitors with food and the 
Junior Choir did a fantastic job at entertaining 
people just before the talks.  



Application forms for pupils starting September 
2020 are due by: 

• Thursday 31 October for Y7  

• Wednesday 15 January 2020 for 
Reception  

 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards Launch  

 

 
 
On Tuesday 24 September, we held the parent 
information evening for the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Awards launch event.  Our thanks go to Steve 
Southern from the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards 
who kindly gave up his time to deliver the 
information to parents. 
 
There was an impressive turnout with over 40 sets 
of parents in attendance at the meeting.  As a 
result, we have already got over 25 students 
enrolled onto the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award for 
this academic year which is an amazing 
achievement considering this is the first time the 
academy has run the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
 
We are also pleased to announce that we are now 
officially licensed to deliver the D of E programme 
having received the licence last week also. 
We look forward to our online enrolment event 
which will take place on Tuesday 8 Oct at 3.30pm 
for all students who have completed their 
enrolment form. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 3  October – National Poetry Day 

Primary children will be reading, writing and most 

of all enjoying a day of poetry.  If your child has a 

favourite poem that they can recite, then staff 

would be delighted to hear it on the day. 

School Council Elections 

This week our head boy, Daniel and head girl, Evie 

will be speaking in secondary assemblies to 

encourage all students to consider running for 

election for the school council. Students will do a 

pitch in their tutor times and their tutor group 

will vote for their Tutor group representative. We 

have an active school council which works very 

well. The outcomes of the democratic vote will be 

announced in the assembly next Tuesday.  

 
Free School Meals 

Children benefit nutritionally from a hot school 

lunch, and eligible parents are supported in this by 

qualifying for Free School Meals.  The school’s 

funding levels for education are also improved 

(through ‘Pupil Premium’ funding) when all eligible 

parents successfully apply for these, which is very 

easy to do.  Eligible parents are asked to do this 

even if you would prefer for your child to bring a 

packed lunch, or if your child is receiving universal 

infant Free School Meals. 

Your child should be eligible for free school meals 
if you receive any of: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 
an annual gross income of no more than 
£16,190) 



• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 
weeks after you stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit -  your household income 
must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax 
and not including any benefits you get) 

If your child is eligible for and getting free school 

meals at any time before 31 March 2022, they’ll 

remain eligible until this date. 

To apply, please visit:  

https://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/index.

php/families.  If you require any help including 

completing the forms or further advice, please 

contact Mr Suddick, Mrs Fairley, or Miss Crockatt. 

If you aren’t sure if you are eligible, please 
contact one of the team at Sunderland LA on 
0191 561 1417.  You can also email Sunderland 
Council on 
freeschoolmeals@togetherforchildren.org.uk 
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